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2020-2021 Dues
Royal Navy AD-4W By Russ Thibeault

If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2020-2021 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Dues due June 2020.
Please remit your dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346 .
Don't forget to ask for the Family Membership if you
have sons or daughters as members in the club as well.
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FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
Well, here we are in our 52nd membership year. You can hear my iconic cry, from six feet away,
muffled by my mask, “the membership fee is still only $10 per year and we accept advanced payment
if you wish to get ahead on your membership”. There is also a family membership plan. You can catch
me at a meeting, (if we ever have one), or send your payments to me by mail, checks to be made
payable to Bay Colony Historical Modelers.
Doom and gloom corner... At this moment, there is that proverbial “…light at the end of the tunnel.”
Pfizer announced that it has a viable vaccine, 90% efficient, and 20 million doses. And if granted
‘Emergency Use Status’ they can continue to produce 20 million per month for worldwide distribution.
Key word being worldwide. They didn’t take the government funding to avoid the politics. There a
couple other companies hot on their heels, like Cambridge based Moderna. One source I read says
that the US needs 375 million doses, (multiply by 2), for 75% of the adult population. In an attempt to
put things in perspective, Gov. Cuomo of New York said, “… it took us 7 months to do 1.5 million tests,
and we need 350 million doses.” It sounds a bit apples and oranges to me, but I get his point. UPS
says it is building refrigerated storage facilities and refrigerated trucks.
In a parallel world, Dave Schwab, Region 1 coordinator and show chair for NoreastCon 49, put out an
email requesting feedback as to whether NCon, recently moved to May of 2021, should be moved to
Sept. or Oct. 2021? (This was prior to Pfizer’s announcement.) There were a number of responses.
Nick Filippone, of Niagara Frontier Chapter, penned the following;
“…a new administration takes office, and it is true to its campaign pledges (admittedly always an
uncertainty), then a more draconian policy toward social distancing will likely become a national policy.
It will surely strengthen the resolve of Governor Cuomo to continue to enforce what are already some
of the strictest social distancing mandates in the country. I believe that if the approaching second wave
is as long and as bad as some predict, we will not be far enough from the end of it (or, even worse, out
of it) such that large indoor gatherings will be allowed.
With respect to the vaccine, realistically, it is not likely to be approved and available for mass
distribution until early next year- best case scenario. But as has been said by public health experts, a
lot of people will have to have taken it and it will have to have been demonstrated to be real prevention
across much of the population before we can finally take off our masks. This definitely will not have
occurred by May 2021.
Of course, all this may be irrelevant to our show attending demographic: older and not necessarily the
picture of health. They may demand a wide margin for safety - much wider than any of the above can
guarantee by May. Even if we can legally hold a show, will enough people attend to make it financially
viable?
The consensus amongst my health care colleagues is that we will be wearing masks throughout the
entirety of 2021. That is certainly a hint that this will not be over under any circumstances until 2022 at
the earliest. When it will be over to the degree that our members will feel safe about large gatherings,
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even with masks, remains to be seen. The comment already made on this thread about no shows until
2023, while, hopefully, pessimistic, is likewise not completely unrealistic either.
I think, as a Region, we should prepare for a pivot to the Fall and work together on scheduling, so we
can all share the burden of the pandemic on our hobby- keeping in mind at all times that there are
people for whom Covid 19 has been much more devastating than our trivial little needs. Regards, Nick
Filippone, M D.”
My thanks to Nick for granting permission to use his comments. I think we need to keep his comments
in mind as we move forward with our plans.
As we near approval of a vaccine, here are some interesting facts to consider. It will take 850 million
syringes to deliver the vaccine to the US population. It will require 8,000 fully filled 747 cargo planes,
and 15,000 flights, to deliver the vaccine worldwide.
A couple people have raised questions about their checks they have sent in to pay for membership. I
am sitting on a few, (very few), checks. My last trip to the bank was back in July or August, to make a
deposit. If in a more normal year I probably would have been to the bank 3 to 4 times by now,
depositing money from BayCon, and membership. As an explanation, there used to be three branches
in Middleboro. Now there are none. Even the one at the rotary is closed. There is one in Lakeville,
which I use most often, and one in West Plymouth and also one in Kingston, that I use, depending on
which errands I am running, or which direction I am going. It’s a twenty minute drive to Lakeville, (one
way), so I am not running out to the bank every time a check comes in. I will get the latest batch there
soon. Please note that membership renewals have not been flooding in. Also, I am currently out of
membership cards. I have the stock for the new ones. John G. has volunteered to print them. I just
need to get them to him.
We have been meeting ‘on-line’, monthly. We are still working the bugs out. I have not been able to log
in with my laptop. Normally I get a message that the Facebook software cannot access my camera
and microphone. They are on, but I haven’t been able to find a way to turn them on for the meeting. I
came the closest in November, I could see and hear the others in the meeting but they couldn’t see or
hear me. I have been able to enter using my phone, except in October. I know others are having this
same problem. You just have to follow the link Bob sends out about an hour before the meeting. If you
are having problems getting in, send an email to Bob explaining your problem.
We have started talking about BayCon 2021. It’s our hope it will happen but we realize it may not, so
planning will be low key for a while. At the Nov. virtual meeting we tossed around the idea of a virtual
show in lieu of. We also tossed around the idea of a member’s only virtual show, just as a test.
Hopefully there will be more on this elsewhere in this issue, but let me say that Bob will put out an
email blast to all members on his list. We will also post it on the Web Page. Because it will be club
members only, we will not post it on the Facebook page because we do not want to cause confusion,
there are non-club members that are members of the Facebook page. Again, open to members only, it
will be for your models that would have been entered in BayCon 2020, or since, built during Covid 19.
There will be about 10 categories. Each member may enter up to 3 photos per model plus a short
description of the work he did. Photos are to be emailed to Bob by a specific date. Bob will post them
in a special gallery on the club web page. Once all of the models are posted, the membership will be
allowed to vote on their pick for the best in each category
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Speaking of email. Make sure your email address is up to date with us. If you have been receiving this
newsletter by email and Bob’s email blasts, you should be ok. If not, please update your email with
Bob or with me, especially if you have changed it in the last couple years. Yeah, I know, some of you
have already pick up on that if they’re not receiving the newsletter by email, how would they read this.
There are ways! Smart people will find a way.
Airfix has announced that they hope to release their new 1/48 Spitfire Vb in time for Christmas.
Scheme A is Spit No. AO 5125A. ‘Buckeye Don’, MD*T. A machine flown by 2 nd Lt. Don Gentile, 336th
Fighter Squadron, in England 1942. This is a grey and green scheme with white stars on a blue
roundel, outlined in yellow. I think this will make an attractive addition to your WW2 fighter collection.
They are also preparing to release their New Tool 1/72 Spitfire Vc. One of the proposed schemes is a
sand and middlestone scheme with yellow surround, US stars in a blue roundel. Also they have
announced the pre-order, in England, of their new tool 1/48 Bristol Blenheim Mk. I. That’s the ugly one
with the greenhouse nose. Scheme A is a Mediterranean machine, dark earth and mid-stone over light
blue. I find this to be an attractive scheme for this aircraft. Scheme B is a dark earth / dark green over
black. This kit will feature 2 different box art schemes. Both paintings depict the same Mediterranean
Scheme A machine under attack from Fiat Cr 42’s, but from different angles. (I think the scheme here
is to get you to buy more than one to get both paintings.) Also for pre-order is their Blackburn
Buccaneer S Mk.2 RAF in 1/72 scale.
This is the time of year to be watching for the Kalmbach / Fine Scale product discounts. Usually
around Black Friday and then again just before Christmas, Kalmbach offers discounts on their
publications, sometime up to 50% off. They do include subscriptions, their DVD’s, and their specialty
hobby books. I have received the subscription discount email, (Nov. 17th). I suggest going to
Finescale.com and signing up for their emails. That way they will notify you when the sales start. Once
you have ordered what you want you can cancel the emails until next year.
Squadron has announced they are carrying a new magazine, Supermodel International No. 1, from
Kagero. Cover price is $15.99, and is printed in English, 80 pages. Their description says it is “… a
visual guide to building 1/32 scale aircraft”. The first issue contains articles on the Wingnuts Albatros
D. V, Eduard’s Bf-109E-3, Hasegawa’s Bf-109G-6, Tamiya’s Spitfire Mk. VIII, and Tamiya’s A6M5 Zero.
I expect this will also be available thru other sources.
Now that Scale Auto is gone, I heard a rumor that Model Cars magazine may be coming back. It had
just kind of faded away a couple years ago. I can confirm that it is back. I received my latest issue two
days before Thanksgiving. I preferred Model Cars over Scale Auto, and the latest issue reminded me
why. It tends to lean towards my interest, that being sports cars and racing. They also feature a lot
more resin kits, conversion kits, and Trans kits. (A trans kit usually contains a resin body and parts to
build a rarer version of a specific car. You need a ‘donor’ kit for the chassis, engine and interior, of the
base version. It usually requires some additional scratch building skills.) I also like the reviews better.
The “comments” being more extensive.
ICM has released two American Civil War figure sets. One Confederate and one Union. Each contains
4 figures in 1/35 scale. Both have vignette potential. I think the Confederate set is the more attractive
set. All four figures are wearing different variations of uniforms. I suspect some of the heads may be
swapped allowing for extensive variation. The Union figures, although in different poses, including one
being just shot, are all in the same summer uniform.
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I’ve got a question for you. What toy from the National Toy Hall of Fame was developed from an
accident during WW II? (Is that crickets I hear?) I’ll give you a clue. It was produced by James
Industries. Any guesses? Ok, here’s another hint. In 1943, Richard James, a Naval Mechanical
Engineer, was developing springs to support and stabilize sensitive instruments aboard ships. Have
you got it now? One of his springs fell off a shelf and he noted its motion on its path to the floor. After
the war he refined it. At Christmas 1945, Gimbal’s Department Store allowed him some space to
display and demonstrate his invention. In 90 minutes he sold all of his 400 “Slinkys”.
I miss you guys! Stay safe, my friends! Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all!
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Del’s Corner:
Working with Airfix Starter Kits
A large portion of the Airfix line are what are known as “Starter Kits”. These are full kits with Humbrol
acrylic paint, glue, brushes, and sometimes tools added. The Starter sets are defined by size, small
medium and large. The difference between sizes is the basic size of the kit and the number of paint
cups, brushes, and tools supplied with it, the small sets usually have only 4 paint cups, one brush, and
glue. The Humbrol paint supplied is not a cheap substitute and is fully useable, may be thinned for
airbrushing, but is supplied in a small plastic cup and not the normal metal tin. Most Starter Kits come
with one scheme, and many times, is different from the schemes that come in the standard kits. If you
find the scheme of interest, it may be the only way to obtain it. Many times, Airfix will announce the
release of a new tool, and the first available version of that kit is the Starter Kit version.
The starter kit will produce a reasonable representation of the chosen model, but many times accuracy
of the scheme is sacrificed to fit within the parameters of the Humbrol colors supplied. Airfix modifies
the standard kit instructions color callouts to fit within the supplied colors. An example would be, if
silver was supplied with the kit, it might show to paint the interior of the wheel wells as silver, when in
fact, they should be zinc chromate, a color not supplied with the kit. My recommendation is to check
your references.

Del Out!
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BAYCON 2020 On-Line Contest
As you all know, BAYCON 2020 like many other model shows in 2020 fell victim to
COVID-19. BAYCON 2020 was cancelled. I believe this was the first time a BAYCON
was ever cancelled.
The Board of Directors got together and decided to have a on-line BAYCON 2020 for our club
members only. This on-line contest will be a abridged version of BAYCON. We hope this will give our
membership a chance to show their covid modelling for 2020 and add a little competition to the mix.
Entry:
1. There would be no limit of the number of models submitted (Any subject or scale)
2. All models entered must have been completed in 2020.
3. Take up to 3 digital photos of each model. Remember that the photos of your model will be what
gets judged. No videos are allowed.
Name your file like this example - TitleCategoryscale ex: F14DAircraft48
4. E-mail all digital photos to treadhead@comcast.net. Include in the e-mail model title and Category to
be entered. No description info will be accepted for your model.
5. All models will be displayed on the club website in a photo gallery
6. Gallery entry deadline is January 15, 2021.
7. Categories:
Aircraft
Ships
Armor
Car & Trucks
Figures (mounted and unmounted)
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Dioramas & Vignettes
Sci-Fi-Fantasy
Miscellaneous
Juniors
8. Judging will be done by all our club members. They will e-mail treadhead@comcast.net with their
selections for each of the above categories. Their will be 1st, 2nd and 3rd selections.
9. You may begin entering your models now. Good luck to all of you.

Bob

By Joe MacDonald Jr.
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Up Scope
Jan 9th Video Meeting

Feb 13th Video Meeting

Video Meeting

Video Meeting

Directions

Directions

Will be e-mailed out week of meeting. Will also
Will be e-mailed out week of meeting. Will also
be added to Forum and main page of club website. be added to Forum and main page of club website.

By Mark Watters
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In Range
Nov 14th Meeting – Video Meeting

Dec 12th Meeting – Video Meeting

Video Meeting

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Joe MacDonald Jr.
Gian Montecarlvo
Talal Chouman
Kevin Conlon

Video Meeting

In Attendance:
Bob Don
Paul Champagny
Ray Rosario
John Nickerson

Bob Magina
Joe MacDonald Jr.
Gian Montecarlvo
Talal Chouman
Kevin Conlon
Russ Tibeault

Bob Don
Chris Libucha
Ray Rosario
John Nickerson
John McCormick

Awesome Meeting, best one yet, lots of model
talk and new products
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday IPMS Bay Colony
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
Modelers
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for location and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership 71 Willow Lane
is $10.00 per year. Members and guests are
Plainville, MA 02762
encouraged to bring completed models or works in
progress for display and discussion.
phone: (508)-695-7754

Historical

e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor.
All material is subject to editing. There is no payment
for articles.

2020 - 2021 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2020-2021 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone
Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

