August 2020

Recon
MassCar 2020 – Cancelled
Wings & Wheels 2020 – Cancelled
Downeastcon 2020 – Cancelled
Northshore Con 2020 – Cancelled
IPMS Nationals 2020 – Cancelled
Patcon 2020 - Cancelled
Granitecon 2020 – Cancelled
BAYCON 2020 – Cancelled
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Iveco Turbostar V by Alex Korovkine

2020-2021 Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2020-2021 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Dues due June 2020.
Please remit your dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346 .
Don't forget to ask for the Family Membership if you
have sons or daughters as members in the club as well.
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FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
Well, here we are, not too far into our 52nd membership year and what a year. You can hear my iconic
cry, from six feet away, through my mask, “the membership fee is still only $10 per year and we accept
advanced payment if you wish to get ahead on your membership”. There is also a family membership
plan. You can catch me at a meeting, (if we ever have one), or send your payments to me by mail,
checks to be made payable to Bay Colony Historical Modelers.
Doom and gloom corner... Once again there is nothing to announce from the meetings we are not
having. And we won’t be having, because the August, September and October meetings have now
been cancelled. If I understood the announcement correctly, RI has just reduced the number of people
participating at an indoor meeting to 10, down from 25.
As of the time of writing, we have received word that Joe McDonald Sr. is not doing well and has been
hospitalized. I’m sure everyone will join me in sending out our best wishes and prayers. It is not Covid
related. It has more to do with Joe being in his 90’s. For those that don’t know, Joe is one of the
original plank owners of this club.
And as we had been expecting, Baycon is cancelled. RI Covid 19 recovery Phase 3 regulations were
revised downward to 10 people inside, 50 outside. Even if they boost it back up to 25 inside by Sept.
1, that would allow us to let the vendors and show staff inside. Possibly one modeler / viewer /
shopper inside at a time. It’s a no go. It’s not what I wanted, but I was expecting it.
John Gisetto announced that he was stepping down as a board member, at the June 6 th board
meeting. We initiated an open nomination period via the forum and the Facebook page, and in the July
newsletter. Kevin Conlon and Bob Don have both stepped forward offering to fill the seat. There
should be more information on this, including voting instructions, elsewhere in this issue and on the
forum. Voting will close on Sept. 15th.My thanks go out to John for his long years of service to the club
as a board member.
The Board has met a couple times recently. The June meeting was scheduled. That’s the one that
John G dropped his mic. The July meeting was fallout from the June meeting. We have scheduled a
Sept. 18th meeting to count votes. Possibly this may serve as our fall meeting, so if you have any
issues you want to bring before the Board, now is the time to prepare them, and get them to your
favorite board member. At the June meeting we discussed Baycon and reopening and how the
restrictions would impact us. Also discussed were our meetings and reopening. That discussion
resulted in some pole questions being posted on the forum. Also, the posting of the Board seat
vacancy. The July meeting was to interview Kevin and solidify the schedule for voting. I reported on
email conversations that had taken place, in regards to Noreastcon, over judging. The fear was that
not enough people would be available to judge. They were trying to brainstorm possible procedures
they could use. I was reporting on this because we could have been facing the same problem. We
also discussed using some new judging methods. We are currently doing some fact finding on this in
the hopes of presenting this information at a later date.
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On or about July 2nd, I received an email from one of my contacts from the Southern Maine club. It
seems a couple of them had received an email from me requesting gift cards, and they were asking
for confirmation that it was from me. They forwarded a copy of the email. I assured them it was not,
and thanked them for bringing it to my attention. The email in question used the club name in the
subject line and my name as signature, but not my email address. By coincidence I discovered one
other person had received it. Besides notifying my local police, who said they could do nothing, but it
does establish a record. I notified the IPMS Region 1 coordinator because it was evident to me that
someone on the Region 1 email list had been hacked, all of the recipients being contact points on that
list. RC1 informed me that he had received a similar email, different club and signature. I contacted
the Comm. of Mass. Attny. General’s office thru their web portal. They declined to pursue it. I also
flagged it to the FTC and the FBI thru their portals. I have posted the history of this on the forum.
Scale Auto sent me an email indicating that they intended to cease publication. The October issue will
be their last. Now, since then I have received two email offers to renew / extend my subscription, as
well a letter in the mail reminding me to renew. I intend to pursue this to find out just what’s going on.
Update: Yes, the October Issue is the last issue.
Also from the email bin, Jef V., recently Chief Modeler at Squadron, has notified me that he will soon
be opening Jef V’s Cornerstore. According to the email, besides being a source for modeling supplies,
there will be videos and tutorials for the products they carry. To sign up for the grand opening you can
go to www.jefvcornerstore.com . Update: Just received an email from Jef V and the Cornerstore is
open. You can get there via the same link. Not too much inventory yet.
I have seen articles online talking about the uptick in business for hobby shops, recently. Attributing it
to Covid 19 lockdowns. The articles did mention hobby kit sales, and I may have misconstrued the
message. They may have been talking about wood burning and potholder making sets, and I was
thinking plastic kits. And they may have been talking more about shops like Michael’s, and possibly
shops with an online presence, because if people are locked down and the shops are closed, how are
sales increasing? Maybe it’s a regional thing. The articles didn’t say.
Shipping times and cost have been a topic for discussion lately. I dabbled in that discussion last issue.
I have been ordering online lately. So how is that different? Had some disappointments. Nothing major.
The Airfix USA web site tells you that they have been locked down, (their facility in in Washington
State), and they may not respond to inquiries. They also list most of their kits as available for preorder, with no dates as to when any can be expected. Kitlinx has Airfix kits listed as available with
some of them coming from Europe, including stuff that Airfix USA had listed as pre-order. It was also
evident that some of that stuff was coming from Europe. At the time I placed my order, they made it
plain knowledge, to allow a couple weeks for shipping, before I hit the order button. I figured it would
be faster than waiting for stuff to be available from Washington. My opinion of Kitlinx is that they have
one of the most expensive shipping costs. I thought they would ship what they had from Utah, and the
stuff from Europe would be shipped direct to me. Not so. I had to wait about 10 day before the
shipment was confirmed, and about a week for its arrival. Not too bad. All from Utah. One of the kits
was the Airfix 1/35 US Military Tractor. It looks like a nice kit. Rubber (vinyl?) tires, etched brass, no
instructions. Although it looks fairly simple, assembly sequence could mean everything. I sent an email
to Kitlinx. Got an automated response stating that they had received my email, but due to Covid 19
they will respond to it sometime in the future. I sent an email to Airfix UK asking if I could download the
instructions from somewhere. I got an automated response indicating that due to Covid 19 the bits and
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pieces dept. was working with a reduced staff, if at all, and they would respond to me some time in the
future. Still waiting for the future.
Also ordered from Sprue Bros., on one of their weekend discounts deals. The kit I was after was going
to cost me about $16 after the discount, before the $10 shipping. I had been searching for this kit for a
while, and they had it in stock. I added 3 more kits from my Want List to diversify the shipping charges,
and the whole order was under $75. I place the order. A day later Sprue Bros. sends me an email
telling me there was an inventory screw up and the kit I had wanted was out of stock. The other three
kit came thru in about a week. All nice kits. But I was disappointed by the one that got away.
This is a political statement. I don’t want it to be, but it is by default, because people are playing
politics with the Post Office. I am trying to just present facts. You can look this up. Recently the
President fired the Postmaster General, claiming he had lost confidence in him. The PG was replaced
by a gentleman that had no connection with the USPS. He is, however, a big contributor to POTUS
campaign. He has put in place a couple directives on the basis of saving the PO money, and they
probably will. He has cut out overtime, and forbidden long delivery routes. This has had an impact by
creating a backlog of mail to be delivered. I didn’t have to bring this up, but have done so to show why
we may be experiencing delays. To top it off, UPS is having their own problems. A recent Amazon
package, shipped via UPS, that I could track, spent 4 days in Brockton before being sent for delivery.
Why? I don’t know. I have had a long running problem with UPS. For some reason a lot of my UPS
shipped packages end up in their Shrewsbury facility. Evidently somebody at UPS thinks Middleboro
is wedged somewhere between Northborough and Southborough. FYI, it’s not. After Shrewsbury bats
it around for a couple days they dump it on the USPS to deliver, which they can usually do in a day or
so. The Sprue Bros. package made that trek. I know because I tracked it. So that’s my $1.00. (It
should have been 2 cents, but due to the change shortage…)
If you visit the Airfix USA web site you can contact them thru the site. Just them. If you go to Airfix UK
you can contact them and leave messages. You can leave a complaint or praise them if you wish. You
can ask a question, or tell them which kits you’d like to see as ‘new tools’. You get an automated
response with a promise to respond. Will they? I don’t know yet. I sent them a short list of the kits I’d
like to see them produce as new tools. I approached the list rationally. They used to have a razorback
P-47D in their lineup. I figure that it would be tough for them to beat Tamiya’s offering, so why try.
Same goes for the F4U Corsair. But their SBD Dauntless would be a good consideration. For years
our only choice for a SBD was the old Hawk kit, the Airfix kit, covered in oversized rivets, or the 1/48
scale Monagram kit with all its working parts. There are a lot of options in 1/48 now. But not so in 1/72.
All we have is the Hasegawa kit which must be close to 40 years old. Another kit I’d like to see as a
new tool is their T-6 Texan / Harvard. It was an early mark with a lot more framing on the canopy. A
number of companies have produces T-6G’s. That is the later, produced for import, model with less
framing on the canopy. The US used very few of them. I can hope.
I miss you guys! Stay safe, my friends.
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net
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Candidates for Open Director Position
Hello fellow club members,
Hope you are all doing well during these uncertain times.
Most of you are aware that John Gissetto is stepping down from his Board of Directors position . I
would like to announce my interest in becoming a board member.
As you all know, I have been a club member for many years and have participated in multiple club
activities, some of which include attending and hosting meetings. I have competed and judged at
various shows across New England throughout the years. I have always been an advocate in sharing my
modeling skills with anyone. This includes hosting seminars at shows, teaching classes at my home and
having a weekly “Glue Crew” at my home as well.
I have also volunteered in maintaining the Model Museum at the Battleship Massachusetts.
In addition, I’ve also been a vendor at our club shows for 7 years which has given me the opportunity
to interact with members and non-members alike. I feel all of this has given me a good perspective of
the needs of club members old and new.
Thank you,
Kevin Conlon
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Hello club members,
I have been a member of BCHMA since 1989. I have hosted a meeting at my residence virtually every
year since joining. I have worked set up and break down at BAYCON every year since joining. I have
also worked the raffle table, front desk, club table, and did judging at BAYCON. I assisted in set up and
break down at NOREASTCON when BCHMA was involved. I am not a current member of IPMS but
will join immediately should I be elected.
I am retired. I worked for 27 years as a Police Sergeant in Boston for the Transit Police. I also worked
for 4 years with Foxborough Police. I am a certified Police Firearms Instructor and taught at the
Municipal Police Academy in Quincy for 12 years. I served on the Board of Directors for the Police
Retirement Fund. I also served on the Board of the Affirmative Action Advisory Committee for the
Department of Education prior to becoming a police officer. I hold a Bachelor's degree in Art and
English from Ithaca College in upstate NY. I did post graduate studies in Police Supervision at Roger
Williams University in RI.
I enjoy modeling, motorcycling, shooting, golf, and drag racing.
Thank You,
Bob Don
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Election of a New Board Member to Fill the Seat Being
Vacated by John Gisetto
Announcement of Election and Voting Procedure:
At the June 6th, 2020 BCHMA Board Meeting, John Gisetto announced his intent to step down from
his Board seat. The pending vacancy was announces through all available club information outlets and
requests for nominations were posted. Two members have come forward to fill that seat,
Kevin Conlon and Bob Don.

Voting Procedure:

•

Voting is open from August 15, 2020 to Sept. 15, 2020.

•

All members in good standing may vote once.

•

Due to State Covid 19 responses, we are not having meetings, there will be no official ballot
and ballot box available at a meeting.

•

You may vote by mail (USPS), or by email.




➢ To vote by mail; mail your vote to your board member of choice.
➢ A piece of paper with the name of your member of choice in an envelope is adequate.
➢ Please make sure your name appears somewhere on it. Your name in the return address
is adequate for check in purposes.
➢ To vote by email; email your vote to your board member of choice.
➢ If you vote by email, please use a statement such as “ I vote for [the name of the member
➢ you are voting for].
➢ If using email, please make sure your name appears somewhere on it. This is purely for
check in purposes. Once checked in, we will remove or redact it from the ballot
before counting.

➢ Emails received with just nicknames or your online presence, (FtrJock221,
fstcrrrr409, StukindamudM4, etc.) will not be counted.

➢ Votes posted to the forum or Facebook page will not be accepted.

These instructions can also be found on the Forum.
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At 2:00 pm, Friday, Sept. 18, 2020, the Board will meet to count the votes. Results will be
posted via all club information outlets.
Thank you,
John Nickerson
President

In the Box Review:
Airfix North American B-25 C/D Mitchell (A06015), NA Mitchell
Mk II (A06018), NA B-25 B Mitchell (A06020), 1/72 scale
The North American B-25 medium bomber has to be the iconic medium of WWII. Over 10,000
were built. They served in almost every theater, and in many air forces. Launching 16 of them
off of the USS Hornet in April of 1942 to bomb Tokyo, propelled them into history.
No surprise here, these are all basically the same kit. There are slight variations in
construction of each kit, besides the different schemes represented. The B-25 C and D are
almost identical aircraft, with up-graded engines over the B. The British ordered 107 B-25 Cs
and 371 B-25 Ds, and called them Mitchell Mk IIs. The major difference is the factory they
were built in. Kansas City producing the D, Inglewood, CA, producing the C. Each of the kits is
listed as having 166 parts and are rated as Skill Level 3.
The box is a two part lid / base construction, (17”x 8 ¼” x 2 ½”). The cover art is the now
familiar red “new tool” box, with the art work in the upper right corner, featuring one of the
schemes from the kit. The end panels feature the cover art, and the side panels feature small
profiles of the included schemes. Alongside the scheme is a listing, by number, of all the
recommended Humbrol colors for that scheme, including all of the colors used in the interior.
You will need a Humbrol translator if you intend to use any other paint line.
Upon opening the box, one finds the instruction booklet and a large, foggy, plastic bag that
contains all of the plastic sprues. There are many sprues of varying sizes, and with the
exception of the clear parts, all are cast in typical Airfix medium grey plastic.
Tucked in the instruction booklet are two foldout sheets. These are A3 size. (Twice A4 sheet
wide.) Both are gloss finished. One is a black line multi-view drawing of the B-25 showing the
location of the common stenciling, printed on one side. The other is printed in full color on
both sides and shows the two schemes, in multi-views. There are color swatches for each
scheme that include the Humbrol paint number and color callout for each scheme. Also
depicted are the markings for the props and bombs. There is a note included... “RAF Mitchells
took on a heavily weathered appearance over time with many stencils over painted.”
The 16 page instruction booklet is in A4 format, and is printed in multiple colors. The cover
page has a brief history of the aircraft and aircraft specs, in three languages, licensing info,
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thank you’s to those that assisted in research, and a note at the very bottom of the page...
“Please Note: Some parts in the kit may not be required to build the model specified.” Page 2
continues with the aircraft history in two more languages. Also on the page is a paragraph of
basic assembly instructions which is repeated in 11 other languages, and a table explaining
the assembly icons.
Assembly begins on page 3 and runs to page 16, in 82 steps. There are no sprue / parts
layout diagrams. The two schemes are labeled as A and B. You need to choose a scheme
before you begin construction, for as you proceed through the assembly steps, you will find
some steps divided into A and B steps. It is not explained in the instructions, but you will need
to follow the A steps to build the A scheme, and B steps for the B scheme. As an example, in
the Mitchell Mk II kit, step 78 involves the nose armament and nose glazing. You would use
step 78A for the A scheme. Most of the differences in the B kit, between schemes has to do
with armament. Much of the defensive armament being left off the Doolittle planes
to lighten the load.
Steps 1 thru 21 involve assembling interior components. A fuselage side doesn’t appear until
step 9. You have to decide by step 8 if you are going to build your model with the bomb bay
open or closed. Step 12, (on page 5), indicates that 25 grams of weight need to be added to
keep the completed model sitting properly on its tricycle landing gear. The fuselage sides
come together in step 22. In step 24 the wing tops are installed to the wing spars and
fuselage sides. It is also where you drill out 4 – 1 mm holes in the starboard wing top.
Whereas this is the same for all 3 kits, it makes me wonder why they didn’t cast the
holes in. Could it be that they are planning another variant?
Something that Airfix does, when it comes to movable surfaces, is to indicate the amount of
movement allowed in that surface, such as the B-25’s rudders, which could move 30 degrees
to port or starboard. Note that if you move the rudders, you have to move them both equally.
The B-25 had substantial areas of glazing. The Airfix kit represents that well, and then some.
Some of the smaller viewports are installed in the final steps. Parts of the fuselage sides are
composed of clear plastic which are installed earlier and will require masking as will much of
the canopy.
One of the strong points of the kit is the interior detail, especially the bomb bay. The payload
includes 4 - 500 lbs. bombs. There is also an incendiary bomb cluster for the B kit that
replaces one of the 500s. The payload for the Doolittle Raid was 3 – 500 lbs and 1 incendiary
cluster. If you had a means of displaying it, adding the Eduard bomb bay etched brass detail
set could make it a super model.
Choice of schemes, in my opinion, is one of the week points of these kits. The C/D choice isn’t
too bad, one being an OD over white for a sub hunter unit based out of Florida, and a USAAF
machine in desert pink and neutral grey from North Africa. The Mk II kit I have problems with.
Both schemes are OD over neutral grey. I suspect that was the way they were delivered. I’ve
seen schemes in dark green and dark earth, and even some with invasion stripes. Definitely
more colorful. And the B kit, one scheme is for a Doolittle Raider and the other is a wargame
scheme. Both OD over neutral grey. I would have liked a few additional choices for the
Doolittle raid. I suspect, that in what is now typical Airfix manner, once the initial run of kits,
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however many that is, is sold out they will be reissued as new issues with new markings.
Which may solve my problem with the Mk II kit, but I doubt I will buy another just for the
markings. Not like I’ve ever done that before. Also, I suspect you will see a plethora of
schemes available from the decal makers, to fit this kit.
My general opinion of this kit is good. Very precisely engineered, removal of paint from
surfaces to be joined, may be required to make parts fit correctly. I expect it will build into a
very nice representation of the aircraft. By comparison, the Italeri (Testors) rendition dates
back to 1978, so I suspect this kit will be a much better build. As far as the Hasegawa kit,
which dates back to 2003 and is an H/J, the Airfix kit is about $10+ cheaper, I think it wins on
price alone. I give it a rating on the Del Scale of 4.5 thumbs up out of 5.

John Nickerson

Up Scope
Sept 12th Meeting

Oct 10th Meeting

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

In Range
Jul 11h Meeting – Bob Magina
CANCELLED

Aug 8th Meeting – Bob Don
CANCELLED
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday IPMS Bay Colony
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
Modelers
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for location and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership 71 Willow Lane
is $10.00 per year. Members and guests are
Plainville, MA 02762
encouraged to bring completed models or works in
progress for display and discussion.
phone: (508)-641-5873

Historical

e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor.
All material is subject to editing. There is no payment
for articles.

2020 - 2021 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2020-2021 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone
Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

