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2019-2020 Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2019-2020 membership year.
Dues are still $10.
Please remit your dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346 .

By Joe MacDonald Jr.

Don't forget to ask for the Family Membership if you
have sons or daughters as members in the club as well.
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FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
We are now in our 51st membership year. The membership fee is still only $10 per year and
we accept advanced payment if you wish to get ahead on your membership. There is also a
family membership plan. You can catch me at a meeting or send your payments to me by
mail, checks to be made payable to Bay Colony Historical Modelers.
I guess I’ll lead with the bad news first. I suspect most of you know by now, longtime member,
Bill Pritchard passed back in August, at his home in Florida. He had been dealing with his
illnesses for a long time. Bill had been a key member in the Military Collectors of New England
for many years. He was also a member of just about every model related club in New England
at one time or another. He was a MFCA Grand Master and was known internationally. He was
part of the governing board of World Expo and a driving force behind getting the exhibition to
come to Boston in 2005. Many of the newer members won’t know him, but long time
members will, and for those of us that got to spend time in the “museum”, he will be sadly
missed. Bill would open his home up to the modeling community and we would get to spend
time rubbing elbows with some of the best modelers in New England, and from across the
nation. He would host seminars, and had regular work nights when you could use some of his
“toys”. Many of us learned a lot about figure painting and building scenery in our hours spent
there. Indications from his brother Bob, are that Bill’s collections will be broken up and sold.
Most of you should know by now that the Collings foundation B-17 crashed at Bradley field in
CT, on Oct. 2, killing seven. Beyond the reports of witnesses, we do not know the cause of this
accident. There are rumblings that if nothing is done by the Federal Government, that
individual states may impose bans or greater restrictions on these warbirds flying. Having the
opportunity to touch these aircraft many times, and even flying on the B-17, this incident has
had an impact on me. I hope you will take the time to say a prayer for the victims and their
families.
Well, new tariffs have been announced and go into effect on Oct. 18. The World Trade
Organization gave its approval to these, and as the article I read said, “it took the
administration about 11.2 seconds to jump on them”. This has been an ongoing litigation over
unfair practices involving Airbus and the French government. The tariffs will be against
products from the European Union including a 25% tax on Single Malt Scotch. I’m sorry but I
take this one personally. I suspect it will also impact my Guinness supply.
For those of you that have not seen “ They Shall Not Grow Old”, you still have a chance. This
movie is currently running on HBO. Archival World War I footage, from the Imperial War
Museum, was taken at their bequest and colorized, speed corrected, and a sound track added.
This work was exceptionally well done. It is WW I from the British perspective, but well worth
seeing. There is little actual combat footage, but that is because it would have been suicide
for the cameraman to stand exposed during a battle to film it. One scene that stands out in
my mind, is the artillery firing, and the muzzle blasts knocking slate shingles off of nearby
roofs. It is worth the effort to see it.
So, what’s new from Airfix, you ask? Well, they have announced a re-release of their Canberra
new-tool in 1/48. It will have all new marking schemes. Also announced is a new P-51D-5 in
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1/48. This is their current P-51D with all new tail pieces to build the Mustang sans its tail fillet.
I believe Eduard is also coming out with a -5 in 1/48. It will be interesting to see the schemes
they come out with for that kit. Their Profipak kits usually have 5 to 6 schemes. It would be
nice to see some less obvious schemes instead of the same standard few. They have a
tendency to choose schemes of pilots of Slavic origin if they can. I’m looking forward to the
final results.
Reminder: BayCon is Nov. 10, 2019. There are a few trophy packs still unsponsored. If you
have the inkling to possibly sponsor one, please get in contact with me ASAP. Each trophy
pack is $32. There may also be a couple individual awards that need sponsoring. These are at
a much lower cost.
Speaking of BayCon, this is the October issue, the last before BayCon. This is where I tell you
about all the work that has to be done at the show and why every member should participate
at some level. The Nov. meeting is on the 9 th at Gian Montecalvo’s. As has become custom, if
possible, at the end of the meeting we will move to the hall to set up. I do not know yet if we
will be allowed to. Keep your fingers crossed. Should we get in we will set up the tables, put
on the leg extenders, and the paper covering. This normally takes less than 45 minutes.
On Sunday, the day of the show, there is a lot to do. From manning the front table to,
taking raffle tickets, to judging, to ‘customer relations’, to security, and clean up after. We
need people to step up and help out. As to customer relations, we need a few people to act as
ambassadors with the public. Give them a little assistance filling out the forms, show them
where the proper categories are set up, explain what we are all about, etc. As much as we
think that we have simplified things as much as possible, there is always someone that needs
help.
As to security, you may remember that we had a figure stolen off the tables, last year.
This has forced us to implement some new measures in an attempt to prevent it from
happening again. We are attempting to acquire some high visibility vests and have a couple
members doing ‘security patrol’ throughout the show.
Judging is another area where we need help. I know that all of the regulars will step up,
but we need to put together a few extra teams. I know you’ve heard it’s a tough job, and
complaints of how long it took. That’s mostly because of the shortage of judges we
experience. Adding another team or two can help speed things up and make things easier all
around. Even just an extra body or two can help. We try hard to maintain a team of 3 judges
on each category. If that team is judging a group of categories, and one of its members
happens to be entered into one of those cats, we ask him to bow out for that one. This is
where an extra judge could step in, or an extra team. While on that subject, we don’t want
anyone judging his own work, nor do we want a judge to disqualify himself, or his work, so he
can judge a category. That’s why we need additional judges.
While on the subject of judging, three comments from me. First, and I’ve said this before,
if you wish to improve your modeling skills, judge. You will learn more about modeling, from
the other members of the team, then you can imagine. Discussing each model, its short
comings and its strong points will teach you a lot. Second, a number of the judges that
volunteer for this duty are from outside the club. Many of them are exceptional modelers, well
known to us. Some are unknowns. We greatly appreciate their help and wouldn’t be able to
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accomplish the judging without them. But it irritates me to see the judging sheets at the end
of the show and see teams judging without even one member from our club. I look at the
sheets and see more volunteers from outside the club then members. And third, attend the
judges meeting, please. I see it year after year. I’m reading the results and I see an error or
omission and it was an item discussed in the judges meeting. Yes, most of what we cover is
the same old, same old. But we try to cover issues that we have noticed on the tables that
day, such as categories being split between two rows due to lack of space, or which models
are eligible for certain awards. Please attend the judges meeting!
It’s a common occurrence for me, the day of the show. I’ll be on a mission and someone
will ask me, “John, what can I do?” Much of the time my answer is “Right this minute,
nothing.”, or “How about giving one of the guys at the front table a break for a few minutes.”
In the latter case, many times I’ll be passing the front table a few moments later and the
person that asked me the question is nowhere to be seen. As for the first case, if I respond to
you in that manner, it doesn’t mean we’re good for the day. Check back in with me later.
I believe we will have a club table again this year, the floor plan allows for it, but check in
on the forum or Facebook page closer to the show date to verify, and for the rules for selling
off of the club table.
So, I hope I’ve made my point. We need all members on board and helping out in some
manner. It can make things go smoothly, or at least appear to. The guys at the front desk can
almost always use a break, especially in the afternoon when things slow down. (Registration is
over.) And then clean up after. Many hands make light work?
I’m not suggesting you take up a new hobby, but our hobby crosses paths with a few others.
Stamp collecting is a dying hobby, like many others, but the USPS keeps producing
commemorative stamps. If you still use snail mail, as I do, you might want to try using some
of the Post Offices latest. Currently, there is a sheetlet available featuring the USS Missouri on
its 75th anniversary. It’s not the most attractive stamp I’ve ever seen, but if you are a fan of
‘Mighty Mo’ you might want to use it on your outgoing mail. Another sheetlet available
commemorates the driving of the golden spike on the Transcontinental Railroad. There are
three stamps horizontally. The two outside stamps depict the two railroad engines, Jupiter and
No.119 that came together at the point where the eastern and western rail lines joined. The
center stamp commemorates the golden spike. These three stamps are repeated 5 more
times down the sheet. This sheet is produced in full color with gold trim and is quite
attractive. Just a suggestion for you railroad history fans. The Apollo 11 sheetlet,
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing, I think is exceptionally
attractive, and suitable for matting and framing. It is almost a dead matte black with
multicolor and metallic printing. The stamps are in a checkerboard pattern, one being the
image of an astronaut on the moon, the next being the moon itself. If none of those float your
boat, there are some Scooby-Doo stamps available? FYI, you do have to go to the Post Office
and ask for these stamps, or, I believe you can order them on line direct from the USPS web
site.
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The next issue is the December issue. I’ll say it in advance, there will be a gift exchange for
those that wish to participate. Check the forum and facebook page for more info closer to the
Dec. meeting.
I know I promised another U-Boot story, but I’m running out of space and time. So next time,
more Nazi U-boats in the Gulf of Maine stories. Stay tuned, boys and girls... ...Same bat time,
same bat channel!
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Reminder Notice:
The club bylaws can be found on the club website, www.ipmsbaycolony.com. They can be
downloaded and printed, or read on the site. It is each member’s responsibility to read and be
familiar with the bylaws.
Thank you
Your board

By Joe MacDonald Jr.
WWII Russian Officer
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In the Box Review:
Academy USN F2H-3 VF-41 “Black Aces” 1/72 scale,
(12548)
The McDonnell F2H Banshee was a product of the ‘40’s, and used in action in Korea. It was a
carrier based straight winged, single seat jet powered fighter bomber, used by the US Navy,
USMC, and eventually the Royal Canadian Navy. It is the only jet powered fighter ever used by
the RCN. It was powered by a pair of Westinghouse J34 turbojets. In service over Korea, its
pilots scored 0 air to air kills, suffered 0 air to air losses, but 3 were lost to AA fire. The -3/4 is
8 ft. longer than the -2, to accommodate additional fuel.
The Banshee has been modeled many times in many scales, but in 1/72 scale it is rather
limited. First appearing in 1973 as an Airmodel vacu-form kit, it didn’t appear in injection
molding until Airfix produced it as a -2 in 1980. This kit was produced until 1983, appearing
under the Airfix / USAirfix / MPC lables. Hobbycraft produced the -3/4 in 1987 until 1998.
Academy produced the -3/4 first in 2001. Sword produced the -2 /-2N /-2P, all individual
boxings, in 2014 to 2015.
The plastic in the Academy kit is the Hobbycraft kit. This “Black Aces” issue is a ‘special’
featuring grey Navy / Marine / RCN schemes. The previous issues featured the Blue schemes,
Glossy Sea Blue ANA623 / FS15042 overall. The instruction sheet has 2 US Navy grey
schemes. “Manual 2’ has 1 USN and 1 USMC grey schemes and 3 RCN grey schemes.
The box is a two part lid / base construction, (11 ¾” x 7 7/8” x 2”). The cover art work is art
and graphics. The end and side panels feature the profiles of the possible schemes.

On opening the box we find a black and white printed, fold out instruction sheet and a Manual 2,
printed in black and white. Two plastic bags with plastic parts in medium grey; one has two sprues, the
wing tops and bottoms on one, and the fuselage halves on the other. The second bag contains one sprue
of miscellaneous parts and a small clear parts sprue. There is also a Cartograph decal sheet.
This is the Hobbycraft kit. It dates back to the 80’s so it is not a highly detailed kit that we are
becoming used to. It is engraved. There are a number of reviews available online for the
Hobbycraft, so I am not going to repeat that information. Although I have not yet seen it, I
suspect that if you wanted to build a Banshee, one of the Sword kits may be your best bet. If
you want to build a -3/4, this may be your only choice.
This kit has two things going for it; one is it’s the only -3/4 available in 1/72. The other is the
beautiful Cartograph decal sheet. It is a fairly simple kit to build, so a less experienced
modeler could tackle it. It’s not a cheap kit, so based on that, and what I’ve said previously,
I’m giving it two thumbs up, out of 5, on the Del scale.
John Nickerson
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Corrections and Addendum to Previous
Article: Eduard 1/72 scale Spitfire Mk.
IX’s
(as published in the August 2019 issue of the Battlewagon)
I had been working on the Eduard 1/72 scale Spitfire Mk. IX In Box Review for a couple
months, and in my haste to get it completed and off to Bob for the newsletter, it contained
some errors and omissions. I am attempting to correct those here. I had acquired all of the
Mk. IX kits with the exceptions of The Longest Day combined kit and the ‘Overtrees’ kit, when
I started the article. (It was not in my plans to obtain The Longest Day kit, when I found it
available at a sizeable discount. That was when I also found the existence of the ‘Overtrees’
kits. I was already considering ordering a second Mk. IXc Late, because of the schemes within
the kit. I realized the ‘Overtrees’ kit would solve that problem for about half the cost,
and add to the data I could present within the article.)
What follows are the corrections and addendums to the original article:


The Overtrees Kit 70121X: This kit is packaged in a plain white box with only a label on one
end panel to indicate its contents.


The Longest Day is the only kit that has the A1 size instruction booklet. All of the other kits,
(except the Overtrees kit), contain 5 ¾” x 8 ¼” instruction booklets with proportionally
reduced text and illustration sizes. A magnifying glass may be helpful.



The Longest Day is the only kit instruction booklet that has the Mission Model Paint
references. The other instruction booklets reference only Gunze paints.



In the original article, under 2125, I make the comment that all of the schemes are unique to
that kit. This is untrue. (Fake news!) One of the IXe schemes is a duplicate of one of the
schemes in the IXe kit 70123.
John Nickerson
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Up Scope
Nov 9th Meeting

Dec 14th Meeting

Gian Montecalvo
19 Karen Drive
North Providence, RI 02911
401-231-1086

Chris Libucha
271 Gaskill Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
401-765-5306

Directions

Directions

From I-295 take exit 7A (Rt.44 East) Turn left at
the first light on to Esmond St. Follow Esmond St.
straight thru the stop sign to the end, and turn right
on to Rt.104. Follow Rt.104 for 1.3 miles and turn
left at Posillipo Italian Family Restaurant on to
Sawin Ave. Turn left at the end of Sawin Ave. on
to Oakhurst Ave. Oakhurst turns in to Sherwood
Ave. after the right hand curve. Follow Sherwood
staying to the right at the first fork at Woodhaven
Blvd. Bear left at the stop sign at Bicentennial
Way. First left on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop
sign on to Karen Dr. 19 will be the on the right.

From Providence/Fall River

From I-195 follow to I-95 North to Rt.146 North.
Take the 2nd exit off Rt.146 (Mineral Spring).
Turn left at the bottom of the ramp and follow
Mineral Spring Ave. 7 lights, 2.5 miles, and turn
right on to Locust Ave. Follow Locust Ave. to the
end and turn left on to Bicentennial Way. Turn left
at the 2nd stop sign and continue to follow
Bicentennial as the road curves to the 2nd stop
sign at Sherwood Ave. Turn right on to Sherwood
Ave. first left on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign
on to Karen Dr.

I-495 to the King Street/Franklin exit. Off ramp
turn toward Woonsocket. Stay on King St. for
several miles, it will eventually merge with Rt 126
in Bellingham. After crossing the line into
Woonsocket the first traffic light will be the
intersection of Rt 114. Turn right here onto
Diamond Hill Rd. (Auto parts store on left, tuxedo
rentals on right) Go through light at Rathbun St.
Next left onto Roland St. (Cemetery on right).
Follow to end. Right onto Privilege St. Go around
big curve and turn right onto Winter St. (car wash
on left). Right at first traffic light (N.Main St.)
Left at end onto Gaskill St. House on left after
Prospect St.

I-95 to Rt 146 North. Follow Rt 146 toward
Worcester at the split with 146A, (bear left). Exit
Rt 102-5 Slatersville/Forestdale. Right off ramp.
Right again at end of road onto Rt 146A (Great
Rd.) Left at first traffic light onto St. Paul Street.
Follow to end. Right onto Main Street (Rt. 122).
Past Almac’s and former Cumberland Farms store.
Next left onto Gaskill St. House on the right after
Woodland.
From I-495

Page 9

Page 10

In Range
Sep 14th Meeting – John Nickerson

Sep 14th Meeting – John Nickerson

1/76th M3 Howitzer – Bob Don
1/76th Morris Bofers Tractor – Bob Don
1/32nd P-40E (WIP) – Ciff Luzon
1/24th FW 190 Engine (WIP) – Kevin Conlon
1/16th T-34 Tank Engine (WIP) – Kevin Conlon
1/350th USS Gambier Bay – Paul Champagny
54mm Sir Edmund Hillary – Marty Ryan

1/16th Russian Officer – Joe MacDonald Jr.
1/35th Chaplain & Soldier – Joe MacDonald Jr.
1/9th Cthulhu – Joe MacDonald Jr.
54mm Bob Dalton – Joe MacDonald Jr.
1/16th Kenworth (WIP) – Pat McColgan

In Attendance:
Paul Champigny
Marty Ryan
John Nickerson
Chris Libucha
Ray Rosario
Eric Peterson
John Gisetto Sr.
Warren April
Bob Don
John McCormick

In Attendance:
Paul Champigny
Russell Thibeault
John Nickerson
Chris Libucha
Ray Rosario
John Gisetto Sr.

Frank Knight
Terry Sumner
Bob Magina
Talal Chouman
Joe Russum
Kevin Conlon
Gian Montecalvo
Kevin Colburn
Cliff Luzon

Raffle:
1/35th M4A3E8 Sherman – Talal Chouman
Micro Brushes – Chris Libucha
Sanding Swizzle Sticks – Gian Montecalvo
Squadron White Putty – Bob Don

Joe MacDonald Jr.
Pat McColgan
Bob Magina
Kevin Colburn
Gian Montecalvo

Raffle:
1/35th M3A1 – Gian Montecalvo
Tamiya Putty – Pat McColgan
Sanding Sticks – Kevin Colburn
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday IPMS Bay Colony
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
Modelers
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for location and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership 71 Willow Lane
is $10.00 per year. Members and guests are
Plainville, MA 02762
encouraged to bring completed models or works in
progress for display and discussion.
phone: (508)-695-7754

Historical

e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor.
All material is subject to editing. There is no payment
for articles.

2019 - 2020 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2019-2020 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone
Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

