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Recon
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Valleycon 29 – March 31, 2019 Knights of
Columbus 460 Granby Road, Chicopee, MA
Contact Al LaFleche 413-306-1270 or
ajlafleche@comcast.net

In Range

11

Downeastcon 2019 April 7, 2019, Thornton
Academy, 438 Main St., Saco, ME Contact
George Bangs, 207-625-8007 or
smsmdowneastcon@gmail.com

If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2018-2019 membership
year. Dues are still $10.

2018-2019 Dues

Please remit your dues to John Nickerson at the
Noreastcon 2019 – April 12-13, 2019, Holiday Inn meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Express 400 Old Loudon Rd, Latham, NY
Middleboro, MA 02346 .
Contact WWW.IPMSNENY.ORG
Don't forget to ask for the Family Membership if
you have sons or daughters as members in the
club as well.
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FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
We are now officially, in our 50th (2018 – 2019) membership year. The membership fee is still only $10
per year and we accept advanced payment if you wish to get ahead on your membership. There is
also a family membership plan. You can catch me at a meeting or send your payments to me by mail,
checks to be made payable to Bay Colony Historic Modelers.
Once again I begin with sad news. Just in case you are not reading the forum, John Gisetto’s brother,
and John Jr’s uncle Bill passed recently. We sent our condolences to John and his family. Prior to the
Sept. meeting, John sent a notice that he would have to back off on his Bay Colony duties due to
family concerns when his brother was hospitalized, for the foreseeable future. Those of you that
frequent the clubs facebook page may have noticed his absence. This possibly has an impact on
BayCon. Based on this we are asking a couple people to step up and fill in. John has shared duties
with Chris Libucha in organizing the donations for the raffle at BayCon. Chris has already said he
would pick up the slack there. John and Betty would pick-up the completed trophies, sort and do the
quality control to verify that they are correct prior to the show. I suspect that will fall in my basket. He
also did the tabulation of the judging folders prior to the awards ceremony. This involves reviewing
each folder to make sure that it is complete and properly filled out.
I would ask the other area clubs, (read as from New England), to take note, because of the number of
their members that attend BayCon, as to our special theme awards for this year. Unfortunatly, they
were not listed on the show flyer. Our special theme awards for BayCon, this year, are items related to
“50” and “1968”. BayCon is November 11, 2018, at the Elks Hall in Smithfield, RI.
Hopefully this issue will be in your hands before the meeting. I’m trying to get word out about a new
venture by Harry from Harry’s Hobbies. He is hosting a ‘Model & Die-Cast Vendor Show’, on Sunday,
Oct. 14, 2018 at the Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond Street, Franklin, MA. The hours are 10 am to 4 pm.
Admission is $3 for adults, kids are free if accompanied by an adult. This is his first attempt at this. He
promises model kits of all kinds, tools and accessories, along with die-cast cars, trucks, and planes.
No new shirts, yet.
Paul Champigny informs me that all of the vendor tables are now spoken for, and he has a short
waiting list.
Trophy sponsorship is still $32, for this year, if anyone would like to sponsor a trophy pack at the last
minute. At the September meeting we voted to increase the price of a trophy pack to $35 for next year.
This was done for a couple reasons. We have held the line at $32 for a number of years. There have
been no price increases in the cost to us, in a few years, so I suspect there will be one soon. Currently
the $32 covers the cost but another 50 cent hike per trophy would put us in a position where we would
be subsidizing the sponsors. There is also a sales tax on trophies, if the price goes up the tax goes up.
(I do not know the current RI sales tax rate.) Hopefully we should be able to hold the $35 price for a
number of years. This also affects the price of a vendor table. We voted to increase it to $45 next year.
This is due to a trophy sponsorship being attached to each table.
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Those of you that shop at Roll Models know this, but for those of you that don’t, Roll Models has
ceased business. They sold out to KitLinx, kitlinx.com . Roll models shipped the last of their inventory
to KitLinx at the end of September. KitLinx is owned by the people that used to be GreatModels. I
would guess that we can expect the same level of service that Greatmodels used to provide. KitLinx is
currently trying to integrate over 10,000 new inventory items into their warehouse. I have not yet
ordered from KitLinx but I suspect I will, trying to hunt down some of the old Roll Models stock. The
sale included Waldron Model products, or so I believe. If you are a user of Waldron products, KitLinx
will become your source. I say this only from the point, that if you are used to buying your Waldron
products from your local hobby shop, you need to let them know that you want to keep buying those
Waldron products from them. I suspect that they will have to open a new account to obtain them.
Well, you knew it was coming. It’s the October issue, and this is where I do my cheerleader thing and
try to get members to turn out at BayCon and participate in one way or another. Beyond trying to fill in
the slots that John G. normally fills, as mentioned above. There is a lot to do. Starting at the November
meeting, which will be hosted by Gian Montcalvo, Nov. 10. After the meeting we will go to the Elks hall,
a short drive away, to set up tables. This will include putting on the leg extenders and covering some
of the tables that will be used for model display, with paper. This will expedite things for Sunday
morning.
Come Sunday, Nov. 11, when we open the hall at 8 am, the vendors will be waiting to get in and get
set up. We will need people to man the registration table, to take entry money and register the
entrants. This takes two people until noon. One for registration, one for admissions. After registration
is closed, only one person is required to man the table. It would be nice if a couple people
volunteered, just for a short while, to spell the people at the front table for a while, so they can get a
bite to eat, or restroom break. I’m hoping Johnny Mac will serve as ambassador again, and hang out
near the front table to answer questions and assist with registration.
Later in the day, as the raffle prizes diminish we need to set out the awards in preparation for giving
them out. This is usually one of John G’s functions. John also stands out in front during the awards
ceremony and hands out the awards and shakes everyone’s hands, congratulating them.
Paul Machado will be back with his food truck.
One of the areas that we need the most help at is judging. Fewer people seem to show up for this role
every year. We can use help here, people. In our system, that we have developed, we have line
judges that organize the volunteer judges into teams. Ideally, each line judge would have two to three
teams of three judges. Each line judge is responsible for getting a group of categories judged. We try
to organize the lines by subject matter, such as aircraft or autos. The line judges tell me that as of late,
they feel lucky to have one team of three and a couple replacements, for when one of the judges is
entered in a category. We need people to volunteer and be at the judges meeting. We need people to
tell the line judges that they are available to judge even if just one or two categories. If an additional
team can be put together to do two cats, that two less categories the other team has to do. I believe
that currently, Chris Libucha (aircraft), Kevin Colburn (Automotive), Paul Champigny and Ray Rosario,
are our line judges.
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Being at the judges meeting is important. I know many people have heard it all before, and we have,
but there are always a few things that pop up that you might need to know. Such as some models that
have been moved to a different area due to lack of space in the original area, or how we are dealing
with sweeps, etc. Or considerations for the special awards. Be there if you can.
The line judges report to the chief judge, currently Gian Montecalvo, and to the tabulator(s), normally
John G. The line judges are responsible for reviewing their area of responsibility, in an effort to make
sure that the entries are in the correct categories before judging begins. We want to avoid situations
where entries are moved by the judges of one category, into the correct category, which has
unfortunately, already been judged. They also review the completed judging folders to make sure they
are completed, then he turns them in to the tabulator for final review and organizing. All of this has to
be done before the awards ceremony can happen.
And before we all go home, at the end of the day, is cleanup. The tables need to be emptied, paper
stripped, the extender legs removed and boxed up, and the tables stacked. As you can see there is a
lot to be done that day. But, as the old adage goes…”Many hand make light work”. If the membership
turns out and participates, it makes it for a more enjoyable day for everyone. I am hoping that with a
good turn out from the club, that thing will go well and smoothly.
Last year was a record breaking year for us at BayCon. With over 500 models on the tables, I suspect
that we will not exceed that number this year. We can hope.
I have been walking down memory lane, recently. A lot of good memories, going back to my slot car
racing days. I recently picked up a couple collectable kits of 1/32 racing cars. Monogram’s Cooper–
Ford, known to many as the ‘King Cobra’, and the Hawk Chaparral II. These were nostalgia
purchases, and I probable paid a little more for them than I should have, especially for such small
boxes. I had a friend with a custom three lane track in his basement, and I eventually had my own
layout from Strombecker and Atlas track. Both of these kits date from the ‘60’s, and are not reissues. It
was inevitable that at some point all of our cars would meet with the stone wall that was just a short
distance from two sides of my friends track, or the concrete floor. After a number of meetings it was
just impossible to mend the car bodies anymore. With the plethora of 1/32 scale car kits available, I
found I was able to adapt many of them to slot car racing by some minor modifications and some
wood dowel post epoxied into the body to screw the chassis to. The Cooper-Ford was a convertible
kit, designed by Monogram to be built either way, by using part B instead of part A. Having a
Monogram racing chassis, it was a perfect fit, and I built this kit several times. I also had a Chaparral II
racer. I was familiar with the Hawk box and artwork. I saw it on the shelves everywhere in its day. But
to my surprise, when I got my new acquisition home and opened it. It was not the kit I expected. Here I
had thought for years that I had built this kit a couple times over and it’s not that kit. So currently I have
no clue as to who’s kit I was building, all of those years ago. Two final notes on this subject. The side
panel of the Hawk box shows a Lotus 50, a Lancia Ferrari, and Maserati 5000 GT, as other kits
available in the line. I don’t remember ever seeing them on the shelves. I think if I had I would have
acquired them. Back then Aurora, Monogram, Revell, AHM, and Pyro, were domestic companies
producing 1/32 car kits. I find it sad to think that they may all be gone now.
Happy 50th. Party, karamu, fiesta…..
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God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

World War II Fact File No. 016



The Nazis pirated the Harvard “fight song” to compose their Sieg Heil march.

World War II Fact File No. 017



On 22 February 1932, 2nd Lt Robert McCawley Short was delivering armed Chinese Air Force
biplanes when he engaged twice in armed dogfights with IJN airplanes over Shanghai, China;
Short was killed in action and given a posthumous rank of Colonel in the Chinese Air Force.

World War II Fact File No. 018


The prototype Boeing B-17 was involved in a fly-off for a contract, against Douglas and
Martin entries. On the second evaluation flight, Oct. 30, 1935, the B-17 crashed,
eliminating it from the competition. A contract for 133 B-18 Bolos went to Douglas.

World War II Fact File No. 019
 The Russians were the first to have paratroopers, which they exhibited in 1935.
The Allies did not catch up until 1940, when the Central Landing School opened
near Manchester.
World War II Fact File No. 020


The first German serviceman killed in WW2 was killed by the Japanese. Lieutenant
von Schmeling, who was a military advisor to the Nationalist Chinese (China had been
at war with Japan since 1931). He was killed while leading a Chinese infantry Battalion
of the 88th Division of Shanghai in 1937.
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In the Box Review

Bandai 1/48 Star Wars AT-ST Kit No. 0194869
Star Wars is one of the most successful franchises in the world. Many of the vehicles have been
produced in kit form, to one degree of success or another. Bandai recently released a series of Star Wars
vehicles to common scales such as 1/72 and 1/48. I’ve seen reviews of the kits and they speak very
highly of them, but most of the reviews I’ve seen center on what must be a cult favorite, the X-Wing
fighter in 1/72. First appearing in Episode V, The Empire Strikes Back, this ‘scout-walker’ has been a
favorite of mine. I bought the MPC version of this vehicle, years ago. The kit is a poor rendition of the
vehicle, much of the detail is blended into large parts. To make it look reasonable you have to do a lot
of cutting, scraping, and replacing. Some of it is fairly easy to replicate, such as the hydraulics, you just
need some stock plastic tube that telescopes, and some plastic sheet stock, but now why bother.
Inside the box are 6 sprues of plastic, five light grey and one light grey/brown/transparent red. The
casting of the parts is extremely crisp and detailed. Also included are a sheet of water slide decals, a
sheet of stickers (for either/or use), and a full color, 10 page, fold out pictogram instruction sheet.
The color guide on the instruction sheet only shows six colors. The scheme, as depicted, is very simple.
One, neutral grey, is for the walker. Transparent red is for the laser beams. The other four colors are for
the crew figures. The transparent red plastic is two laser beams, for if you wanted to build it ‘in action’.
I suspect the plan was to release the kit with clear plastic laser beams, hence the instruction to paint
them transparent red. The ‘Marking Locations / Color Guide’ only shows the location for one of the
decals. I’ve found no other reference to the decal placement in the instructions.
The kit comes with what appears to be a complete interior. There are no instructions or suggestions for
painting it, so you can let you imagination rip on this. There is a top hatch which could be left open,
and two small view ports on the front face. Besides that, there is no way to see inside. The two crew
figures are one piece castings and are designed to be placed seated inside the vehicle. In my opinion,
these are the worst feature of the kit, the proportions and sculpting are very poor and both are identical.
There are four parts cast in brown. One is the base for the model. Another is a clip piece for joining
additional bases together. The other two are the front and back of Chewbacca. The figure is intended to
stand in the open hatch if you wish.
The instructions are broken into eleven steps which are sub-divided into sub-assemblies. There are
some optional parts and they don’t explain the difference or option. The box indicates that the model is
posable. The instructions don’t confirm this, but they show a part, D2-4, as an alternate part. The
instructions say in one location to use D2-4 when displaying the model for a long time. In another
location it says do not move the joints with D2-4 attached.
There is no parts count mentioned on the box or instruction sheet, but there is a sprue layout diagram. It
does appear that there are well over 100 pieces in the kit. There are numerous small part and finely cast
ones as well. It is a snap kit, no glue required, but the kit is rated for 15 years and up, so don’t buy it for
young kid. I can testify to the fact that the instruction sheet would be a challenge for an inexperienced
modeler.
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To sum it up, the kit looks like it will build a good looking model, but a high level of modeling skills
will be required. And I suspect equal parts of painting skills and imagination can make it into
something special. Because of my desire to build this kit I may be giving it a slightly higher rating than
it deserves. I give it 3 ½ thumbs up on the Del Scale.
John Nickerson

Fairhaven Rescue Truck
by Brian Messier

Crash Truck
by Brian Messier

Page 8

Kit Review – CMK Volkswagen Typ 87 1/35th Scale
By Robert Magina
This kit has been in my stash for some twenty years now. I originally bought it along with two
other CMK Volkswagen kits from the back of a pickup truck at the Maine show. Got the three
kits for $5.00 each. About a year ago I got the urge to do something diferent and dragged out
this kit. Well, a year later it is now fnished and part of my built collection.
The kit at frst glance is a simple one. It is done in three trees of parts. Low part count. No real
flash on the parts. Molding while not up to today’ss uuality is not too bad. I found no warpage
in the parts. A decal sheet was provided to do one variant of the Afrika-Korps.
Two things disappointed me with the kit. The frst being the tires, very soft detail, in general
not well molded. The second thing is the doors, hood and trunk lid are molded shut. I
addressed the frst issue by replacing the kit balloon tires with a nice set of resin ones from
SKP Models. Cost shipped to my door from Europe for $14.00. For the second issue I choose to
leave it alone and build the kit as is.
Construction was pretty simple like the kit and straight forward. Parts went together well with
the exception of the frewall/dash. After gluing on the frewall to the chassis I found that I
could not get the body to sit flush with the chassis. After spending some time I fnally fgured
out that the frewall/dash was too wide and interfered with the body and chassis ftting
together properly. Well, out came the dremel tool with a sanding drum. I ran it up each side of
the frewall reducing it a smige in width. No more interference. Body and chassis ft together
fne. In all I had no further problems in construction.
Next I decided to replace the plastic tarp roll provided in the kit for the roll up cloth roof. After
consulting a picture of a real Volkswagen Typ 87 I noticed that the cloth was not rolled up but
folded up in layers as it was slid open in its track. I cut some wine bottle lead foil to the size
needed and folded it open like the real cloth roof. Much better.
With construction completed, I primed the kit with rattle can black paint. I painted the AfrikaKorps color using frst Model Master Sand and then Vallejo Irau Sand. Interior was painted with
Vallejo German Grey. I painted the seats with several colors of Vallejo Brown. I added various
bits and pieces of gear from the parts box. I also added several gages from Archer. Once done
body and chassis were mated and the resin wheels were added along with Afrika-Korps decals
and license plates. Yes my Afrika-Korps Palm Trees do have the swastika.
I constructed a simple desert base with Vallejo light brown mud which does dry the color of
the bottle. I added silflor clump grass and small stones from Woodland Scenics ballast. Name
plate came next. I felt the results were great and I look forward to showing this model at
upcoming shows.
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I highly recommend this kit as a great addition to anyone’ss armor collection. Very small and
very uniuue. Interestingly enough, looks like CMK is re-issuing their VW kits now. Timing is
everything.

Up Scope
Nov 10th Meeting

Dec 8th Meeting

Gian Montecalvo
19 Karen Drive
North Providence, RI 02911
401-231-1086

Chris Libucha
271 Gaskill Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
401-765-5306

Directions

Directions

From I-295 take exit 7A (Rt.44 East) Turn left at the first
light on to Esmond St. Follow Esmond St. straight thru
the stop sign to the end, and turn right on to Rt.104.
Follow Rt.104 for 1.3 miles and turn left at Posillipo
Italian Family Restaurant on to Sawin Ave. Turn left at
the end of Sawin Ave. on to Oakhurst Ave. Oakhurst turns
in to Sherwood Ave. after the right hand curve. Follow
Sherwood staying to the right at the first fork at
Woodhaven Blvd. Bear left at the stop sign at
Bicentennial Way. First left on to Lori Dr. Right at first
stop sign on to Karen Dr. 19 will be the on the right.

From Providence/Fall River

From I-195 follow to I-95 North to Rt.146 North. Take
the 2nd exit off Rt.146 (Mineral Spring). Turn left at the
bottom of the ramp and follow Mineral Spring Ave. 7
lights, 2.5 miles, and turn right on to Locust Ave. Follow
Locust Ave. to the end and turn left on to Bicentennial
Way. Turn left at the 2nd stop sign and continue to follow
Bicentennial as the road curves to the 2nd stop sign at
Sherwood Ave. Turn right on to Sherwood Ave. first left
on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign on to Karen Dr.

I-495 to the King Street/Franklin exit. Off ramp turn
toward Woonsocket. Stay on King St. for several miles, it
will eventually merge with Rt 126 in Bellingham. After
crossing the line into Woonsocket the first traffic light
will be the intersection of Rt 114. Turn right here onto
Diamond Hill Rd. (Auto parts store on left, tuxedo rentals
on right) Go through light at Rathbun St. Next left onto
Roland St. (Cemetery on right). Follow to end. Right onto
Privilege St. Go around big curve and turn right onto
Winter St. (car wash on left). Right at first traffic light
(N.Main St.) Left at end onto Gaskill St. House on left
after Prospect St.

I-95 to Rt 146 North. Follow Rt 146 toward Worcester at
the split with 146A, (bear left). Exit Rt 102-5 Slatersville/
Forestdale. Right off ramp. Right again at end of road
onto Rt 146A (Great Rd.) Left at first traffic light onto
St. Paul Street. Follow to end. Right onto Main Street
(Rt. 122). Past Almac’s and former Cumberland Farms
store. Next left onto Gaskill St. House on the right after
Woodland.
From I-495
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In Range
Aug

th

Meeting – 50th Party

Sept 8th Meeting – John Nickerson
No Models

In Attendance:
Paul Champigny
Kevin Colburn
John Nickerson
Peter Jardim
Gian Montecalvo
Gil Costa
John Gisetto Sr.

John Merryman
Bob Don
Paul Williams
Joe Russum
Steve Kwasny
Marty Ryan

Raffle:
1/48th Bf-109G-6 – John Merryman
Tamiya Glue – John Gisetto Sr.
Polishing Pads – Joe Russum
Sanding Stick - ?
Sanding Needles - ?

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Ray Rosario
Bob Don
Mike McNamara
Pat McColgen
Kevin Colburn
Chris Libucha

Joe Russum
John Nickerson
John Merryman
Gian Montecalvo
Paul Champigny
Talal Chouman

Raffle:
1/35th SdKfz 251C – John Merryman
1/35th Panzer III L – Gian Montecalvo
Sanding Sticks – Pat McColgen
Vallejo Putty – Chris Libucha

Volkswagen Typ 87
by Robert Magina
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday IPMS Bay Colony
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
Modelers
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for location and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership 71 Willow Lane
is $10.00 per year. Members and guests are
Plainville, MA 02762
encouraged to bring completed models or works in
progress for display and discussion.
phone: (508)-695-7754

Historical

e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor.
All material is subject to editing. There is no payment
for articles.

2018 - 2019 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew your
dues for the coming 2018-2019 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone
Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

B
A
Y
C
O
N

Sunday
November 11th, 2018
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Elks Hall
326 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
SHOW
INFORMATION:

2
0
1
8

Robert Magina
508-695-7754
treadhead@comcast.net

VENDOR
INFORMATION:
Paul Champigny
401-737-1053
pchampigny@cox.net

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.IPMSBAYCOLONY.COM
FOR MORE INFO, REGISTRATION
FORMS AND JUDGING INFORMATION

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

Space Available

Space Available

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut

47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

