October 2014

Volume : 33 Issue: 2

Recon
Granitecon XXI  Oct 19, 2014, Nashua
Elks Club, 120 Daniel Webster Highway,
Nashua, NH Contact Rodney Currier 603
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2014  2015 Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 20142015 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please
remit your dues to John Nickerson at
the meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club
as well.

Kit Review  Emhar WWI British
Female Mk IV Tank
by Bob Magina
This Kit is manufactured by Emhar who has about 5
different WWI British tanks in 1/35th scale. Emhar kits
have been around for quite some time and are
certainly not up to today’s standards. However, they
are the only game in town if you want to build one. I
thought this would be a very different entry for the
2014 Heavy Tank Armor Challenge for Baycon 2014.
Upon opening the box, deep shock set in quickly
followed by a major dose of panic and dismay. Plastic
trees had thick parts which had lots of flash. No real
warpage and not many parts overall either. I really
liked the subject and I figured building the tank
couldn’t be that bad, right? After a sedative, I dived in
and the first thing I found in assembling the hull was
that fit was terrible and would require a lot of extra
work. Let me say it again, the fit was horrible and
required much trimming, sanding and putty. Some of
the parts were oversized to boot. The front and rear
rollers for the track needed much trimming so as not
to push the track off the hull and not to push out the
side panels of the hull. Other parts required
shortening in order to allow matting parts to fit. Then
there were the instances where you needed to add a
notch or two to allow matting parts to actually fit
together. In many cases the instructions were no help.
On I went anyways. Putting the two rails on the top of
the tank was real fun. Instructions for these were
minimal at best. I needed to consult reference to
figure out how the railing was mounted. I found that
the front towing pindle was wrong and I reworked it
along with adding a pindle, chain and pin. The rear
box structure which goes under the rear door will not
fit as assembled. You will need to delete the two side
pieces to get it to fit. This kit does actually build up
into a nice rendition of the Mark IV once you get past
all the thick plastic, molding and fit problems. I
finished the assembly and then drilled out the
machine gun barrels for a better look. With the hull
assembled, I took a look at the rubber track and at
first was going to purchase Accurate Armor resin track
but after seeing what both Chris Sweeney and
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Kevin Conlon had done with the rubber track on
their Mark IV’s, I decided I would stay with the kit
track.
I took a look at the rather yellow decal sheet with
dismay as I don’t know of any companies who sell
aftermarket decal sheets for these kits. If you
haven’t guessed, I have had this kit in my stash for
a while, probably 15 years. So, with the
aftermarket option out, I decided I would use some
Woodland Scenic white dry transfer numbers and
letters sheets. They come in white, yellow and red.
They did the trick and since these tanks were not
sporting all that much in markings this was
relatively painless.
For painting, I decided to try a different technique
that Chris Sweeney uses. I first airbrushed the
model in Testor’s enamel Flat Black. Once dry, I
dry brushed the tank with Vallejo Flat Earth acrylic
leaving some of the black bleeding through along
panel lines and edges. Next, I applied a dry
brushing of Vallejo acrylic US Field Drab and then
Kaki. A final dry brushing of Vallejo Beige Brown
completed the overall color of my tank. It took me
about two to three hours over two sessions to do
the whole tank. It is a bit time consuming and a
little unnerving when you are used to air brushing
complete coats of paint. However, the effect is
great. The Vallejo paints go down perfectly with no
brush strokes. Further, they dry dead flat. The
track was airbrushed in Testor’s Rubber enamel
paint. Then I dry brushed the track with Vallejo Oily
Steel after which I mounted the track to the tank. I
will say, assembly of the track onto the tank is not
as easy as it looks. Instructions are a bit vague. It
does glue together well and glues down on the hull
nicely as long as you use a super glue type
product. I did need to do some trimming to get the
track to fit properly during the process. In the end
a little mud will hide the joints and fit problem
areas. Next I added the Woodland Scenic
markings with a coating of dull coat enamel
applied after. Weathering followed with various
acrylic washes, chalk and dry brushing with
different shades of acrylic paints. I used Mister
Surfacer mixed with fine sand for some

mud on the tracks and hull. This was then painted
with various browns.

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.

I added a British fuel tin, tool box, some chain and
miscellaneous tools to the roof stowage box. I
also added a ditching beam and chain as well.
Once done I applied a final coat of Testor’s Dull
Coat.

Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

Next came the base. I selected a curved base to
which I added a pedestal. I drilled out several
areas for puddles. I then applied a layer of vinyl
spackle which when dry was painted with Testor’s
Rubber as a base coat. Next, I dry brushed
various shades of brown acrylic paints and then
added static grass which I airbrushed a medium
green and dry brushed some Kaki acrylic into it.
Woodland Scenic small rocks were added long
with some puddles and a little debris to finish off
the groundwork. I created the puddles with resin
and Future Floor Wax tinted with brown acrylic. It
is a simple presentation which centers on the
tank.

Store Hours:

If you can get by the fit problems, poor
instructions and molding issues you can make a
very nice rendition of a WWI beast. These Emhar
kits are still available at your local Hobby Shop for
around $4050. You can also find them on sale at
the various model shows. Harry’s Hobbies is now
starting to carry the Vallejo acrylic paints which
price out around $3.50 per bottle. He also carries
the Emhar Kits and can order them for you as
well.

Were willing to give your model
club discounts.
30% off ordered items. (must be
prepaid)
20% off in stock items.(paints &
supplies are 15%)

These WWI tanks are very interesting subjects
and make for a nice change of pace from the
WWII and later beasts. Speaking of paces, I am
on track to make the Armor Challenge two years
in a row early. This could be a record for me. I
need to get started on my 2015 entry for the next
challenge.

Page 3

MonFri

10am  7pm

Sat.

9am  5pm

Sun.

12pm  4pm

Contact Info.
Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

(a trophy pack is $32), now is the time to act.
Sooner is better than later if you wish to sponsor
a specific category because most of them are
now spoken for. Many categories are already in
production so there is very little room for juggling.

From The Bridge
The President's Column
We are now into our 46th (2014 – 2015)
membership year. We are still holding the
membership fee to only $10 per year and you
can pay a couple years in advance if you
wish. There is also a family membership plan.
Mail your payments to me or see me at a
meeting, checks to be made payable to Bay
Colony Historic Modelers.
It was announced at the September meeting
and on the forum, Steve Kwasny has been
elected as your new board member. He joins
Bob Magina, Ray Rosario, John Gisetto, and
myself to form the board.
We have a couple new vendors signed up for
BayCon and I’m looking forward to seeing
what they bring. They are MJB Hobbies and
Ernie’s Scale Model Auto Parts.
Unfortunately, I know nothing about either, so
as I said I’m looking forward to finding out
about their businesses and what they carry. If
any member is familiar with either business
could you please post a brief rundown on the
forum. Please include address or web site
info.
I have been contacting all of the regular
trophy sponsors. If you are one and haven’t
heard from me yet and don’t in the next
couple days, please contact me. I don’t want
anyone falling through the cracks. If you’ve
been thinking about sponsoring a category,
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Because I have a Kindle, Amazon sends me
emails for kindle books. They have detected I
have an interest in history, military, and model
building and therefore key their emails to my
interests. Some emails are for new books. Many
of the new books in Kindle editions are
discounted below the cost of the
hardbound/softbound editions. Some of the
emails are for severely discounted books, from
99 cents up to $3.99. One title on a recent
discount list caught my eye, “Two Guys Talkin’ B
24s At A Cracker Barrel In Battle Creek”. The
author was doing research on an 8th AF B24
unit and managed to locate two surviving
members of the unit. One was ground crew, the
other aircrew. He found the conversation
interesting enough to put it into book form.
Unfortunately, the reviews of the book aren’t that
good, it gets about 3 out of 5 stars. If you think
it’s a story you might like to read I recommend
checking the reviews first. But then for $1.99 you
can’t expect too much.
Any day now we should be receiving or re
charter package. It’s time for all IPMS chapters
to renew their charters. Anyone that has joined
IPMS should make sure I have your membership
number. Anyone interested in becoming an IPMS
member can contact me or Bob Magina for info.
The November 2014 issue of Fine Scale, the
latest issue, is their “Finishing Special” issue. As
you can guess there are a number of articles
dedicated to painting your models. The articles
that attracted my attention were “10 Tips For A
Better NaturalMetal Finish”, “Getting The Most
Out Of Acrylics”, “When Grey Is More Than
Grey”, and “Top Off A T64 with Paints, Filters,
Pigments, and Washes”. Also within the pages
are a few paragraphs about the new 1/32 Revell
Spitfire Mk. II. This is an all new tool, no engine,
but apparently great surface detail, and a MSRP

of $24.95. That’s cheaper than many 1/72 scale
single engine fighters! And spotted in a Bronco
Models ad inside the back cover is a 1/35 ¼ ton
truck, read as Jeep, with 6 Pdr. AntiTank gun
and Brit Para crew and a Brit Airborne ¼ ton
truck with trailer, 75mm Pack howitzer and
crew. Instant towed artillery dioramas! Just add
base. (My suspicion is both come with sticker
shock.)
Once again the December meeting will be
hosted by Chris & Debbie Libucha. And once
again we will have our holiday kit swap.
Although the rules are simple it is my hope to
have the “official rules” posted on our web site
in advance. Suffice it to say, bring a kit you no
longer want, wrapped in holiday wrap or
newspaper or plain brown wrap, etc. so that the
contents are concealed. It must be a complete,
unbuilt, kit. The kit can also be enhanced by
the addition of decals, PE, or accessories. A
hobby related book or tool set is also
acceptable. There is no rule that says you have
to go home with the kit you select. When I
originally proposed this concept I realized some
people would be thrilled with what they selected
and others would be disappointed. I had hoped
that it would trigger a round of trading.
Again we have set aside a club table at
BayCon. Steve Kwasny has volunteered to
head up this operation. We will be using the
same rules as we did last year and I believe
they are still posted on the forum.
While on the subject of BayCon, it’s getting
closer, it’s November 2nd this year, and once
again we will be returning to Eastern Standard
Time early that Sunday morning. Spring
forward, fall back! Last year we put out a
donation can for Homes for Our Troops. Back in
the February issue of The Battlewagon, I asked
for suggestions for this years official BayCon
charity. Larry Reid was the only member to

Page 5

respond. He nominated two charities, the one I
liked the most was the Fisher House
Foundation. Fisher houses, currently 63, are
located at or near VA hospitals or facilities
where our wounded veterans are treated.
They provide a place to stay for veterans
and/or their families while being treated, at no
cost. The nearest location to us is at the West
Roxbury VA hospital. I will check into whether
we can donate to the local house or just to the
national foundation. I meant to bring this up at
the October meeting but forgot.
And once again it’s the October issue, the last
issue before BayCon, so its time for my Rah
Rah, all turn out for BayCon speech. And as
always, I want to encourage all of our
members to come out and participate. This is
the clubs biggest event of the year. It is our
showcase where we get to show the public
what we do and how well we do it. We
encourage other model builders to bring their
models to display along side ours. The more
the merrier. My hope is to get as many
members as possible to make an appearance
and it’s my goal to get you to spend some time
helping out, to lend a hand to get all of the
things that need to be done, done. Set up will
be at 8:00 am if you should care to help set up
tables and put the leg extenders on. This job
goes very quickly if we can get two teams of
four. Next we cover the tables with white paper
and tape it down. This takes a little bit longer.
We then put out the category cards and the
category dividers and we are now ready for
models to land on them. Next we get the
paperwork set up for registration and as soon
as that is done we are ready to check people
in. The registration table is a busy place to be
for the morning but it slows down for the
afternoon. We almost always need someone
manning that table and two people are
required for the morning hours and we are
hoping to get a third to help with registration
forms. We can always use people there, even

if just to spell someone for a few minutes. While
this is transpiring the club table is getting set up
and ready to start selling. Most of the people
involved in running the club table also have
committed to do other jobs so they will need some
help throughout the day. At some point the
trophies will need to be setup for the awards
ceremony and after that there is breakdown and
clean up. As you can see, there is plenty to do that
day so please lend a hand.

basics. Then, and only if you are trying to qualify
two or more models of equal construction quality
should historical accuracy come into question. I
have heard many people try to quote historical
accuracy at shows and most of them have been
wrong. For every case of historical accuracy you
can site, I can probably find evidence to
contradict it. So be careful out there. Before you
pontificate about some historical reference you
better find someone to back you up.

By my count, last year we had 214 awards to
present, of which we gave out 186. We gave out
87% of the awards. That is an increase of about
10% over 2012. 87% of the 77 entrants took home
awards. Again we have 46 categories and
numerous special awards to give out. Twenty
eight awards went unclaimed last year. One of
those could be yours, but you have to enter to win.
Come on, this may be your year!

Before I sign off, I’d like to encourage all of our
members, one more time, to take part in BayCon,
enjoy the show and take pride in your work. See
you there!

Another part of this column that has become
tradition for the October issue is a few comments
on judging. I know many of our members will help
with the judging as they always do. It’s my hope
that a few more will volunteer. Even if you just
help with a category or two it helps speed things
along. Make yourself available at the judges
meeting when it is announced. If you’re new to
judging tell the line judge, ask to be an observer,
or assigned to a team with some experienced
judges that you can learn from. You can find our
judging guides for most categories online at our
website. These will give you some idea of what
we look for when we review a model. They will
also serve as a quick checklist when you review
your own models before bringing them to the
show. As I have stressed for years, ever since I
was asked to perform my first judging stint, you
can learn more about your model building by
taking a good close up look at other peoples work.
I was asked recently what role historical accuracy
plays in judging. My best answer, not much.
Before historical accuracy comes into play you
have to review the model for all of the construction
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.
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope:

Dec 13th 2014 Meeting

Nov 8th 2014 Meeting
Gian Montecalvo
19 Karen Drive
North Providence, RI 02911

Chris Libucha
271 Gaskill Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
4017655306

4012311086
From I295 take exit 7A (Rt.44 East) Turn left
at the first light on to Esmond St. Follow
Esmond St. straight thru the stop sign to the
end, and turn right on to Rt.104. Follow
Rt.104 for 1.3 miles and turn left at Posillipo
Italian Family Restaurant on to Sawin Ave.
Turn left at the end of Sawin Ave. on to
Oakhurst Ave. Oakhurst turns in to
Sherwood Ave. after the right hand curve.
Follow Sherwood staying to the right at the
first fork at Woodhaven Blvd. Bear left at the
stop sign at Bicentennial Way. First left on to
Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign on to Karen
Dr. 19 will be the on the right.
From I195 follow to I95 North to Rt.146
North. Take the 2nd exit off Rt.146 (Mineral
Spring). Turn left at the bottom of the ramp
and follow Mineral Spring Ave. 7 lights, 2.5
miles, and turn right on to Locust Ave. Follow
Locust Ave. to the end and turn left on to
Bicentennial Way. Turn left at the 2nd stop
sign and continue to follow Bicentennial as
the road curves to the 2nd stop sign at
Sherwood Ave. Turn right on to Sherwood
Ave. first left on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop
sign on to Karen Dr.
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From Providence/Fall River
I95 to Rt 146 North. Follow Rt 146 toward
Worcester at the split with 146A, (bear left).
Exit Rt 1025 Slatersville/Forestdale. Right
off ramp. Right again at end of road onto Rt
146A (Great Rd.) Left at first traffic light onto
St. Paul Street. Follow to end. Right onto
Main Street (Rt. 122). Past Almac’s and
former Cumberland Farms store. Next left
onto Gaskill St. House on the right after
Woodland.
From I495
I495 to the King Street/Franklin exit. Off
ramp turn toward Woonsocket. Stay on King
St. for several miles, it will eventually merge
with Rt 126 in Bellingham. After crossing
the line into Woonsocket the first traffic light
will be the intersection of Rt 114. Turn right
here onto Diamond Hill Rd. (Auto parts store
on left, tuxedo rentals on right) Go through
light at Rathbun St. Next left onto Roland St.
(Cemetery on right). Follow to end. Right
onto Privilege St. Go around big curve and
turn right onto Winter St. (car wash on left).
Right at first traffic light (N.Main St.) Left at
end onto Gaskill St. House on left after
Prospect St.

In the Box Review
Airfix 1/72 Douglas C47 Skytrain  Kit No.
A08014
“Oh, what a tangled web we weave…” The original
Airfix 1/72 C47 kit was around for a long time, I
think from the ‘60’s. It was available in many
different boxes including Airfix/Craftmaster and MPC
here in the states. The outline of this kit was good
but all of the panel lines and rivets were raised. At
least most of the rivets were more in scale than
some of their other products. Sometime in the ‘80’s
Airfix discontinued this mold. From there on what
you got in an Airfix C47 box was a rebox of the
Italeri kit, which was also reboxed by Revell of
Germany and Testors. A few years back when Airfix
started producing new tools for many of their old kits
they introduced a new packaging system that has
become known as the Red Box. The problem in this
is that many old Airfix kits were rereleased in the
new red box causing much confusion and
disappointment. One of these was a Douglas Dakota
/C47, kit no. A07005, which is the reboxed Italeri
kit. This kit is not a bad kit, has a good outline, 97
parts, recessed panel lines, although a bit on the
heavy side. The interior is a bit sparse but who can
see inside with it all closed up. The engines could
use replacement but are not unusable. One of the
pluses of this iteration is the decals. The C47
scheme is for a silver (aluminum paint?)/ natural
metal USAF bird from the Berlin Airlift. The $30
MSRP for this kit is a bit of a problem especially if
you are expecting the promised new tool.
A08014 is the new tool. Airfix has also promised a
Dakota, (British markings with loading ramp and
Jeep), and a civilian version, which I expect to have
an all new interior. A08014 C47 contains 142
pieces, Cartograf decals, and a multicolor
instruction manual. There are two schemes on the
decal sheet, a DDay machine, white J8 “Kilroy was
here” and a MATS natural metal (aluminum paint?)
and red bird with skis, and a color illustration for
painting and decal placement in the manual. The
skis are included in the kit. The interior can be built
with the jump seats folded up or down and the

Page 8

cockpit has more detail than previous versions but
I suspect all of this will disappear once it’s closed
up. The wings and fuselage are covered in fine
engraving. The landing gear legs appear to be
very thin and make me wonder if they will support
the aircraft. The rudder and elevators are cast
separately and can be posed, while the ailerons
are cast with the wing. I believe the C47 had a
number of air scoop variations mounted to the
engine nacelles. The kit only provides one. (I
believe the Italeri kit gives a couple options.)
The instruction manual has twelve pages of
diagrams, two pages of color painting diagrams
and a single black and white diagram for common
stencil placement. Each assembly step has a
black and white diagram for assembly showing
part numbers and Humbrol paint numbers as a
guide to painting individual parts. The previous
assembly parts are shaded red to help define the
relationship. The box lists the Humbrol colors
needed by number only. It does define which
scheme the colors go with but the names of the
colors are not given on the box or in the
instructions, so you will have to use a conversion
chart to use a different paint line.
With a MSRP around $40, not unreasonable, it
becomes the most expensive C47 on the market.
It’s also the best C47 kit on the market currently.
There are a number of aftermarket decal sets
already available, although designed for the Italeri
kit, I’m looking forward to the onslaught of new
offerings. I suspect I’ll buy a second so that I can
build both schemes. I will most likely seek out the
civilian version of this kit, as there should be a
myriad of aftermarket decals forthcoming to fit that
bird. The tough part will be in picking a scheme. I
give the C47 kit 4 out of 5 stars.
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In Range:
Sept 15th Meeting  John Nickerson
1/35th T34/85 (WIP)  Bob Magina
1/48th Mitsubishi KA14  Hal Marshman Sr.
1/48th Tony II  Bill Collins
1/48th MIG 21 SMT  Bill Collins
1/35th M1117 Guardian  Steve Kwasny
1/35th M4A2 76MM  Steve Kwasny
1/35th SU152 (WIP)  Chris Libucha
120mm  BAR Gunner  Ray Rosario
200mm US Marine Korea  Ray Rosario
200mm B17 Waist Gunner  Ray Rosario
1/48th Lockheed Ventura  John McCormick
In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Steve Kwasny
Kevin Colburn
Warren April
Bill Collins
Hal Marshman Sr.
Peter Jardim
John Gisetto Sr.

Joe Russum
Ray Rosario
John Nickerson
Gil Costa
Chris Libucha
Gian Montecalvo
John Gisetto Jr.
John McCormick

Raffle:
1/350th HMCXS Huron  Steve Kwasny
Sanding Sticks  John Gisetto Sr.
Tamiya Putty  Peter Jardim
Vallejo Chipping Medium  Warren April
Tamiya Glue  John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The
meetings take place at selected members houses.
Look at the Battlewagon or the club website for
locatiion and directions. Guests are always
welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do
2014  2015 Club Dues
not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS
USA views. Submissions relevant to modeling are
welcome, and may be published at the discretion of If you have not already done so, please
the editor. All material is subject to editing. There is renew your dues for the coming 2014
2015 membership year. Dues are still
no payment for articles.
$10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him
at 18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

