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Kit review. Airfix 1/48th scale Bf109E
by Hal Marshman Sr

This kit is a welcome addition to the Airfix
1/48th line. The following are my impressions
of the good and bad points of this kit.
* Surface detail is of the scribed variety, and
quite well done, revealing all the airplane's
seams and rivet work where apropos. As far
as I can tell, all the various access hatches
are represented, as well as the step ins and
fuel filler points. If you are one who likes to
accentuate panel lines, etc, Airfix has made
it easy for you. On the other side of the coin,
there are mold release marks on the lower
side of the flaps, inner wall of both cockpit
sides, and in the middle of the wheel wells.
You may also find some very mior dimples
on outer surfaces. It must be added that
these blemishes are quite easily dealt with
during construction.
* Cockpit: A pretty decent representation of
the 109E style cockpit is given with separate
oxygen generators, rudder pedals, control
stick, instrument panel, and throttle
quadrant. These separate parts are well
represented, as are the floor and sidewalls.
The seat is separate, and has cast in seat
belts. In my build up, I retained it, but I'm not
happy with the cast on seat belts. The
baggage compartment cover on the slanted

rear bulkhead is presented as an engraved
item, rather than standing proud as I'd have
preferred it. None the less, it includes the
bottom hinges and the actuation strap. All in
all, Airfix has provided a pretty decent "office"
for their Emil.
*Clear Parts: The clear suite is most complete,
containing the 2 of the canopy rears, one
round top, and one square top, 2 opening
portions, one round top, and the other square.
There are 3 windscreens, a round top, a
square top, and a square top slotted to accept
Galland's ranging telescope. The clear parts
are moderately thin, and very clear, but I
consider the frame work cast on to the exterior
of them too heavy. In addition, the opening
portion for the square topped later Es is more
representative of the G style canopy, with a
heavy frame running vertically through the
middle. E style canopies only had a 2 section
piece of glass wherein the front portion could
be slid back under the rear portion. No metal
framework separated them.
*Prop and spinner: These are nicely cast,
although some on the web suggest the shape
of the prop blades may be off. I used a resin
substitute because I'd cemented the forward
spinner to the rear part a little askewed. There
are 3 different spinner fronts to cater to all
possible Emil spinner types.
*The landing gear is nicely done, with separate
wheel cover inserts, although I consider them
about 1/16th too long, compared with the
Hasegawa and Tamiya items. I've retained the
kit gear for the purposes of this article, but
before I would enter it into competition, I
believe I'd replace them with Hasegawa gear,
as I do have spares. Airfix does give you a set
of gear leg covers with dummy wheels
attached, so that if you'd like to do the airplane
flying, It's easy to deal with the wheels up
mode. Great idea, Airfix.
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there's a full color sheet showing all 4 109s
catered for in the kit. Profiles are provided
for both the left and right sides, as well as
full upper and lower surfaces. That to me,
is a real bonus.
*Assembly: The kit offered me just a few
little problems, the worst being at the lower
nose, where the separate oil cooler intake
housing meets the forward fuselage. Good
trimming and fitting when installing this item
can prevent some arduous sanding in a
complicated area. Other than disposing of
the injector pin marks, the balance of the kit
went together quite well, including the wing
to fuselage joint.
In conclusion, with the exception of a few
hiccups such as the canopy, Airfix has
provided us with a very nice little kit with
spare parts aplenty. The really good news
is they've provided us this kit at a price of
around $25,00 U S, and naturally it can be
found discounted all the way down to 15 or
16 bucks. Considering the cost of
Hasegawa and Tamiya 109E kits, none of
which offers so may alternatives, I would
say that Airfix has more than adequately
filled a niche.
Have fun, Hal Sr

*Additional parts: A removeable cowling is
included, so that you can display the
engine that is cast into the fuselage
halves. There are separate engine bearers
to add. This kit will allow the modeler to
build any E, from the 1 through the 7, to
include the trop versons. (Yes, there's a
trop filter included). There are inserts that
fit into the leading edge of the wing, one
for the 7.9 mg of the E1, and one for the
20 mm cannon armament of the later
birds. There's also the blister for the
bottom of the cannon armed wing. There
are several racks for under fuselage
ordnance, to include a drop tank and rack,
2 different sizes of large bombs with the
appropriate rack, and a rack for 4 100k
bombs, of course including the bombs. All
the control surfaces are separate so that
they may be shown activated or not as
you choose. This is to include separate
leading edge slats. I encountered
difficulties with the ailerons, and elevators,
as there are no positive mounting tabs.
The exhaust stacks are separate parts.
Airfix appears to have planned for any
eventuality, and provided the necessary
parts. What they do not include is the
horizontal separator in the oil cooler
intake, leaving that very visible opening
looking somewhat bare. As with pretty
nearly every 1/48th kit I've dealt with, the
radiator intake openings are devoid of the
vertical stiffeners.
*Decals: The kit decal sheet provides
markings for 4 different E birds, including
the well known Jg26 Emil flown by Adolph
Galland. There are national markings for
just one plane, and no, there are no
swastikas. I must confess that I've had
some really bum luck with Airfix decals
lately, so I've used after market decals
from Aero master depicting the 109E1
flown by Gunther von Maltzahn of Jg53,
Battle of Britain. Getting back to the kit,
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The President's Column
We are now in our 44th (2012 – 2013)
membership year. The membership fee is
still only $10 per year and you can pay a
couple years in advance if you wish.
There is also a family membership plan.
Mail your payments to me or see me at a
meeting, checks to be made payable to
Bay Colony Historic Modelers.
Ray Laskorski is home recuperating from
hip surgery and is receiving physical
therapy to help get him back on his feet.
Our best wishes go out for his speedy
recovery. Norm Babcock has been
through chemo and radiation therapy and
is waiting for surgery. I hope you will
devote some of your prayers to Norm and
his family and his getting well.
Some of you know about Darlington
Hobbies in Warren, RI. For those of you
that don’t their web site is
www.darlingtonhobbies.com . They are
offering us, as club members, 20% off in
stock items and 15% off paints and
supplies. One of the benefits of club
membership.
Speaking of membership, we are just
about out of membership cards. I have
been bringing the last few to meetings for
those that renew there. For those of you

that have mailed in your renewals, I will be
sending you out your card as soon as I
receive the new cards. Sorry for the delay.
There will be a club table again this year at
the show. This will give you the chance to
get rid of some of your “excess” kits. Kevin
Colburn runs the table. I hope he will post
instructions on the forum again. In summary,
you need to have a list of the kits you are
selling with asking price and unique code
number listed on three hole punched paper.
Each kit has to have removable tags in a
couple places with the unique code number
and price. We ask for multiple tags incase
one gets knocked off. People are pulling the
kits out of the boxes to look them over.
When a kit is sold a tag will be pulled off and
stuck on the list you provided. It makes an
easy double check to just total up the
removed tags stuck to the page at the end of
the day.
Raised is out, recessed is in! Ummm…yup, I
guess that’s right, either way you take it. We
are all demanding recessed panel lines, the
finer the better. So the other day I saw
footage of Prince Harry standing next to his
Cobra attack helicopter and I noticed a
whole mess of rivets. This was a close up of
him so I only saw a limited amount of
surface area of the Cobra. I don’t how far
they extend, These were definitely rivets and
not screws. Nor were they flush rivets. They
were round head rivets! Sticking way out like
an Airfix kit. So what do we do now?
Revell has announced that they will be
releasing a 1962 Corvette. This is an entirely
new mold. One of my favorite Vettes, this is
last of the ‘roadster’ Vettes before the
‘Stingray’ years. Based on the recent new
molds from Revell, I’m looking forward to it. I
know we have some other Vette fans in the
club, so how does the ’62 rank on your Vette
scale?

From The Bridge
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AFV Club has released a M42 Duster in 1/35
scale. I saw Bill Collins’ built up and it’s
gorgeous. A major leap over the old Tamiya
kit from the early ‘70s. The kit has over 450
parts including one piece vinyl tracks. It also
has a $70 price tag. I don’t know, $70; jewel
of a kit; $70; jewel of a kit; I want one but the
jury is still out.
So, here we are once again. It’s the October
issue. The last issue before BayCon. I just got
my soap box put away and now it’s time to
drag it out again. As always I want to
encourage all of our members to come out
and participate. Mostly I want to encourage
you to spend some time helping out.
(Remember that we return to Eastern
Standard Time early that Sunday morning.
Spring forward, fall back!) Set up will be at
8:00 am if you should care to help set up
tables, put the extender legs on, and help
cover the tables. The check in table is a busy
place to be for the morning but it slows down
for the afternoon. We almost always need
someone manning that table and two people
are required for the morning hours. We can
always use people there, even if just to spell
someone for a few minutes. The club table
will need some help. And there is always
judging. We always need some help there.
And after the awards ceremony there is
breakdown and clean up. As you can see,
there is plenty to do so please lend a hand.
This is our big club effort for the year and it
would be great if the majority of our
membership turned up and participated.
So let’s talk about entering. It’s come to my
attention that there are some members out
there that are not entering because they feel
they can’t win against some of the ‘elite’
modelers that will be there. I’m told this as
second hand information. It’s never first hand.
So I don’t know if its true, but just incase it is
and it happens to be you, listen up. It’s always
great to walk away with some hardware for
your modeling efforts. I can tell you that first

hand. But, I have never entered a contest
thinking my model was a lock to win. I
always hope that the judges will like my
model but I also know that there can always
be a better model. For some of you this
statement will mean little, but for those in
the know, I’ve entered figures when I’ve
know that I would be competing against Bill
Pritchard, Ron Rudat, and Wayne Tripp.
These are some of the best figure painters
this region has produced. Mr. Pritchard and
Mr. Rudat being National Grand Masters! I
knew going in the door I wasn’t going to win.
(Ok, so I was hoping one of them wouldn’t
show.) When I look at the models produced
by the ‘elite’ builders I’m studying their
techniques, but when I look at the models
produced by the ‘not so elite’ modelers I’m
inspired. Mostly because I can say to
myself, “I can do that!” But also because of
their model selection. I see their kit of
choice and I see that I like the results and
I’m inspired to build it. Maybe a little better,
learning from example, and maybe not. So
when you don’t enter your model you are
depriving 300 local modelers from your
inspiration. (When I view models at a show I
walk along the tables choosing the ones I
think will win and the models I like. They are
not necessarily the same.) Consider this,
when I go to a model show I’m not paying
my entry fee to see a few superb models,
although I’ll feel deprived if I don’t see a few,
I want to see a lot of models showing me
different techniques, and building styles. I’m
sure I’m not alone in that thought.
And now a few word on judging. I know you
have seen it here before. In my opinion,
judging will teach you more about building
than you would imagine. I forces you to look
closely at someone’s work and most likely
you will see things the modeler didn’t. You
will find that you will start to anticipate the
next step. In other words, if the modeler had
done this it would be a better model. And in
many cases it’s something simple and easy.
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Make yourself available at the judges meeting
when it is announced. If you’re new to judging
tell the line judge, ask to be an observer, or
assigned to a team with some experienced
judges that you can learn from. Can you say
‘onthejobtraining’? You can find our judging
guides for most categories online at our
website. These will give you some idea of
what we look for when we review a model.
They will also serve as a quick checklist when
you review your own models before bringing
them to the show. Once again it’s a case of
many hands make light work. Speaking of
hands and judging, if you judge please try to
minimize contact with the models.
The South Weymouth Naval Air Station
Museum, (I hope I got the name right), will
have a table at our show. Hopefully they will
have some literature there to tell you about
their mission, but they will have some models
for sale. It’s my understanding that it is a
collection that was donated to them that they
are trying to dispose of, which is
predominantly aircraft but has some other
types mixed in. When you visit their table I
hope you consider making a donation even if
you don’t buy a kit. Another consideration
would be to buy a kit and donate it to the
raffle table! A few bucks could go a long way.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net
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Up Scope:
Nov 10th Meeting

Host Bob Don
11 William Drive

Foxboro, Massachusetts
5086982753

Take 95 to Exit 8 (Sharon/Foxboro). Go onto Mechanic
Street towards Foxboro. (left if coming from south, right if
coming from north). Go to traffic light and go left onto
Oak Street. Go ½ mile and go right onto Maura Elizabeth
Lane (last street before overpass). Go left onto William
Drive. House is #11 (6th house on right).

Dec 8th Meeting
Host Chris Libucha
271 Gaskill Street

Woonsocket, RI
4017655306

From Providence/Fall River
I95 to Rt 146 North. Follow Rt 146 toward
Worcester at the split with 146A, (bear left). Exit
Rt 1025 Slatersville/Forestdale. Right off ramp.
Right again at end of road onto Rt 146A (Great
Rd.) Left at first traffic light onto St. Paul Street.
Follow to end. Right onto Main Street (Rt. 122).
Past Almac's and former Cumberland Farms
store. Next left onto Gaskill St. House on the right
after Woodland.

From Attleboro Area
Rt 1 to Rt 120. Follow Rt 120 (Nate Whipple Hwy)
to the end in Cumberland. Right onto Mendon
Rd. (Rt. 122) Follow into Woonsocket to the 9th
traffic light since turning onto Rt. 122. Left onto
E.School Street. Follow to end. Right onto N.
Main Street. Follow to end. Left onto Gaskill St.
(Cemetery in front of you). House on left after
Prospect St.
From I495
I495 to the King Street/Franklin exit. Off ramp
turn toward Woonsocket. Stay on King St. for
several miles, it will eventually merge with Rt 126
in Bellingham. After crossing the line into
Woonsocket the first traffic light will be the
intersection of Rt 114. Turn right here onto
Diamond Hill Rd. (Auto parts store on left, tuxedo
rentals on right) Go through light at Rathbun St.
Next left onto Roland St. (Cemetery on right).
Follow to end. Right onto Privilege St. Go around
big curve and turn right onto Winter
St. (car wash on left). Right at first traffic light
(N.Main St.) Left at end onto Gaskill St. House
on left after Prospect St.

Nov 10th Meeting
Host Bob Don

11 William Drive
Foxboro, Massachusetts

5086982753

Take 95 to Exit 8 (Sharon/Foxboro). Go onto Mechanic
Street towards Foxboro. (left if coming from south, right if
coming from north). Go to traffic light and go left onto
Oak Street. Go ½ mile and go right onto Maura Elizabeth
Lane (last street before overpass). Go left onto William
Drive. House is #11 (6th house on right).

Jan 12th 2013 Meeting
Host Bill Collins

113 Powderhorn Drive
Taunton, Massachusetts

5088248141

Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton. Go right or
left on Norton Street. Take a left at first fork,
then a right at the second fork. Take first right
and follow along to house #113.
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Searching for New Baycon ShowLocationbyJohn J. Gisetto Sr.
A search committee has been formed tolocate a new facility to hold our annualBayCon show. The committee consists of thefollowing club members: ChairmanJohnGisetto Sr., John Nickerson, Robert Magina,Raymond Rosario, Kevin Colburn, GianMontecalvo, Paul Champigny, Steve Kwasnyand John McCormick.
We have been tasked with the enormousmission of locating, securing the rental andmove BayCon for the 2014 BayCon show.This will be and is no easy task and we needthe assistance of every club member.
Do you know the location of a suitable hall toplace on our very short list of potentialfacilities? If so please get the basicinformation to one of the committeemembers. You do not need to approach therental agent of the facility, unless you knowthe person well, just get the contactinformation to us and we will do the rest.
We cannot emphasize enough theimportance of our club members help in thisextremely important mission. Some clubmembers have shown an interest in BayColony moving to a new locationnow is thetime for you to come forward and help.
You may contact me personally, or anycommittee member, for further factsconcerning a new facility.
Search Committee ChairmanJohn J. Gisetto Sr.jgisetto@comcast.net508/947/1546

Del’s Bits and Pieces…………
Things you might like to know, or maybe not.
On September 8th, 1939, five days after
declaring war on Germany, six Hawk 75A’s,
(the export version of the P36), from Groupe
de Chasse II/4, were attacked by 4 Bf 109E’s
of I./JG 53 led by Oblt. Werner Molders, the
ranking German ace of the Spanish Civil War.
A brief dogfight ensuing. The French pilots
reported seeing two 109’s going down on the
German side of the lines for which they were to
receive credit. In fact Molders was the only
plane to crash, making him the first victim of
the Curtiss built fighter, and badly injuring his
back. Molders returned to service on Sept. 20.
On that day he shot down Sgt Queguiner of
GC II/5, the pilot bailing out. This being the first
Hawk 75 to be lost in combat.
Source: P36 Hawk Aces of World War 2,
Persyn, Stenman and Thomas, Osprey
Publishing.
Del’s Bits and Pieces…………
Things you might like to know, or maybe not.
Early Sunday morning, Nov. 8, 1942 the
landings of Operation Torch began along the
beaches of Morocco. The Hawk 75’s of GC II/5
were scrambled, six of the fighters being
vectored over the harbor where they drove off
three US Navy SO2C Kingfishers that were
artillery spotting for the USS Massachusetts.
Sgt Lavie attacked the Kingfisher of Lt Tommy
Dougherty which forced landed on the water
and then was beached. He and his observer, Lt
Clyde Etheridge, were captured.
Source: P36 Hawk Aces of World War 2,
Persyn, Stenman and Thomas, Osprey
Publishing.
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Aug 11th Meeting  Kevin Conlon

1/35th Ardennes Cold 1944  Bob Magina
Photo of old Car  Bob Magina
1/35th Wassen Schlepper (WIP)  Kevin
Conlon
1/72nd Yokosuka Glen  Joe McDonald Sr.
1/72nd Grumman F5F  Joe McDonald Sr.
77mm "Show Me Your Sidearm"  Joe
McDonald Sr.
1/48th Ju 88 G6 (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th T70M (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th M42 Duster  Bill Collins
1/72nd Russian Train  Bill Collins
1/48th ME 262  Bill Collins
1/48th FW 190D  Bill Collins
1/35th Jagdtiger  Edmund Rosario
1/35th SAS Jeep  Frank Iacobucci
1/35th SAS Jeep (WIP)  Frank Iacobucci
1/35th M41 (WIP)  John McCormick
In Attendance:
Kevin Conlon John McCormick
Hal Marshman Sr. Kevin Colburn
John Nickerson Frank Knight
Bob Magina Craig Magina
Paul Champigny Bob Don
Steve Kwasny John Gisetto Sr.
Gil Costa Edmund Rosario
Chris Libucha Frank Iacobucci
Pat McColgen Gian Montecalvo
Joe McDonald Sr. Bill Collins

In Range:
Sept 8th Meeting  Del Stator
1/48th IL8  Bill Collins
1/35th T70M (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/72nd He111 (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/48th B25J (WIP)  Joe Russmum
1/72nd Breguet Atlantique  Javier Brown
1/35th M41  John McCormick

In Attendance:
Bob Magina John Gisetto Sr.
John Gisetto Jr. Steve Kwasny
Bill Collins Hal Marshman Sr.
Frank Knight Kevin Colburn
John McCormick Norm Robbie
Gian Montecalvo Gil Costa
Javier Brown Joe Russmum
Ray Rosario John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings take
place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for locatiion and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership is
$10.00 per year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.
The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor. All
material is subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.

IPMS Bay ColonyHistorical Modelers
71 Willow LanePlainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)6957754email: treadhead@comcast.netweb: www.ipmsbaycolony.com
2012  2013 Club Dues
If you have not already doneso, please renew your duesfor the coming 20122013membership year. Dues arestill $10. Please remit yourdues to John Nickerson at ameeting or send it to him at18 Stone Street,Middleboro, MA 02346
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(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA  02703

     Models  - Trains  -   Paints -  Rockets  -  RC
                        - Hobby Supplies -
10-6 Daily            10-5 Sat           Closed Sundays

- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

  
IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA  02762




