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Armor Old Bethpage, NY Contact, Robert at
taurleo@optonline.net or www.lisms-ipms.org
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In the Box Review
Airfix 1/72 Grumman F4F-4 Wildcat, Kit No, A02070
This kit has been on the hobby shop shelves for about a year now. They have also released it in a
‘Starter Kit’ version, in a “Dogfight Double” kit with a Japanese Kate, and now in a British Martlet
Mk. IV version. I think the Starter Kit has a different set of markings, as most of them do, and of course
the Martlet offers a couple British schemes. It is packaged in the new typical Airfix red box and is one
of their ‘new tools’.
From the reviews I have seen, this kit is now considered to be the best massed produced Wildcat kit on
the market, and is a toss-up against some of the limited run kits. Being able to build it with folded
wings, I think, makes it a better all-around kit. That said, I don’t know that I would ever build it with
folded wings. The Hasegawa kit dates back to 1994 and is not a bad kit, a bit simplified, and the fact
that you can look down through the cockpit and out through the wheel wells has been the main negative
of the kit. Otherwise, you have the Frog, Airfix, and Revell kits of the 1960’s. The Frog and Airfix kits
are simplified kits, and the Airfix and Revell kits have an abundance of raised panel lines and rivets.
You may have to go to E-Bay to find one of these. The Academy kit is still available and you might
find it on the shelves, but it’s a simple kit with about 30 pieces and an incorrect outline, but recessed
panel lines. (It dates from the ‘80s.) The Sword/Azure/Admiral kit is about 10 years old and you might
be able to find one of these in one of its variants. These kits are usually accurate as to mark number FM
vs. F4F, they usually get it right. Not just a re-box with new decals.
Inside the box are 4 sprues of typical Airfix grey plastic and one of clear, for a total of 58 parts. The
parts all appear to be crisply cast and all recessed panel lines, rivets, and screws. The small grey sprue
contains prop, engine cylinder banks, and engine cowl. This indicates that they just have to swap out
this sprue to do another variant. Also in the box is a set of Cartograf decals for two schemes. The clear
parts may not be the clearest possible but that could vary by kit, but I was surprised at the thinness of
them. You will need some care here.
The instruction booklet is 12 pages long, the 12th page being blank. Page 1 is aircraft history and data in
five different languages. Page 2 is basic assembly instructions in 12 languages and Icon description,
Pages 3 thru 9 are the assembly step pictograms, in grey and red, including 46 steps. Page 10 and 11 are
the two dark grey (blue-grey), over gull grey Pacific schemes. One from VF-6 from the USS Enterprise
with the red center dot national insignia, and the other is white 2 of Capt. Marian Carl of VMF-223
USMC on Guadalcanal. Steps 7 thru 11 are for building the kit with landing gear retracted, in flight
mode. Steps 12 thru 20 are for building the kit with landing gear deployed.
The kit comes with two sets of wings, one set being for building with wings folded, steps 32 thru 40.
The ailerons are separate parts so that they can be placed at a different angle from the wing. Pictograms
indicate the range of movement in the aileron, above and below the wing plane. They also show the
position they should be in when the wings are folded. The instructions are very much part by part, step
by step.
A word of caution: The current level of Airfix engineering, due to designing their new tool kits in 3-D,
makes for very precise joints between parts. At least in 1/72 scale. Leaving a little paint behind on a
joint can change the part alignment, or prevent it from seating completely. Make sure to clean all of the
paint off of the joint surfaces, and remember to test fit before applying glue.
The F4F Wildcat is one of my favorite WWII fighters. I guess I just like underdogs. If you are looking
for a new collection to build you might consider the Wildcat and its variants. You can just build the -2,
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-3, -4, FM-1, FM-2, Martlet I, Martlet II, Martlet III, and Wildcat IV variants. Or, unlike the Hellcat, it
has a plethora of paint schemes. Besides the blue grey over grey scheme mentioned above, there are the
overall grey early war schemes, the colorful pre-war schemes, including the yellow wing schemes,
three color blue over intermediate blue over grey schemes, the Atlantic grey over grey scheme,
Operation Torch schemes with the yellow surround around the national stars, overall blue star and bar
schemes, Martlets in blue grey / green grey camo pattern, sand and stone camo pattern and overall sand
schemes. Covering all of those can take you a while.
The negative I see is that the color schemes are based on available Humbrol colors so may not be 100%
accurate. You should do a little research I before you paint. I give it is 4.6 thumbs up out of 5 on the
Del scale. Enjoy!

John Nickerson
FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
We are now in 49th (2017 – 2018) membership year. Next year, 2018 -2019, will be our 50 th year! The
membership fee is still only $10 per year and we accept advanced payment if you wish to get ahead
on your membership. There is also a family membership plan. You can catch me at a meeting or send
your payments to me by mail, checks to be made payable to Bay Colony Historic Modelers.
From the sad news department, Gian Montecalvo’s father passed back on Oct. 10. A sympathy card
was sent in the name of the club members.
At the Sept. meeting we voted to sponsor a trophy pack for Granitcon. Cost is $25.
Most of the trophy packs for BayCon have been covered, so this is last call if you want to sponsor one.
Out of the blue we received a letter from LISMS, the Long Island IPMS club, wanting to sponsor a
trophy pack. The also sent us flyers for Noreastcon 47. It is just an announcement, there are no
category listings.
We have a couple new members. John Merryman joined a couple months ago and ‘One F Geof’
Lucier joined at the Sept. meeting. Geof is a Sci-Fi / Fantasy modeler.
By the time you read this there should be a couple new threads on the forum about the 50 th
Anniversary. We are trying to ascertain just what the membership wants to do. There are three poll
questions. Please take the time to answer them. We will be looking forward to your input. Please post
something in response, even if it’s just to say you agree.
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Members Ted Bunn and Bob Magina have both been published again. They have models displayed in
the last two issues of Fine Scale Modeler.
Paul Champigny has reported that all of the vendor tables for BayCon have been sold. It does appear
that long time vendor Sentinel Miniatures will not be with us this year. Neal Das had been a regular at
our show for maybe 30 years. He goes way back to the early years at the Knights of Columbus hall.
Well, I’ve mentioned BayCon a couple times now, so here goes. Change of plans! It had been the plan
to go from Saturday’s meeting, Nov. 11, at Gian Montecalvo’s to the hall to set up tables. We have just
received word that there will be a function in the hall Saturday evening and we will not be able to get in
until Sunday morning. We are asking for the hall to be open at 6:30 am for setup. For those that will
make the trip please don’t get there early, I’m told that you may have to wait for someone to arrive to
open up. 6:45 to 7 am might be better. It took us about 45 minutes last year to set up the tables. We
set up the tables, put on the leg extenders, and cover the tables. So I urge anyone that wishes to help
out to be there early, we will need the help.
On the day of the show, Sunday Nov. 12, I believe we promised to open the hall at 7:30 am for the
vendors. We will need somebody there to help guide the vendors into place. Hoping that the tables are
up by then. We need to get the vendor tables up first because they will be waiting to set up. If enough
people show up we can maybe have two teams setting up tables, one for the vendors, and one for the
models. It is important that we do not let the vendors in until all of the vendor tables are set up,
because if we have to move any tables it becomes difficult with their stuff on it.
There will be additional prep that morning as we put out the category markers and finish up any last
details. The hall opens to modelers and viewers at 9 am. There will be a lot to do that day, and I’m
hoping that members will step up and fill the rolls. They usually do. We will need people to man the
front table to check in modelers and give them their paperwork, and someone to help take entry
money from the viewers. It would be nice if someone would spell them for a while in the morning.
Registration ends about noon. From there on we need someone to take admissions.
It would be nice if someone would volunteer to act as Ambassador, for lack of better term. We need
someone to help people get their models on the right tables and into the right categories. There are
always a few entrants that are unfamiliar with our system and may need help filling out the paperwork.
We usually place a couple sample sets of papers around the head table for them to review. Just
getting someone to point them to the samples would be a help.
I believe we will have a club table again this year. Bob Magina and Warren April will man it. I believe
that the rules for using the club table are posted on the web site. Bob did stipulate a change, though,
he said no post-its! They fall off as the kits get handled. Masking tape or price stickers are ok, as
before, two different places on the box. A I think the raffle table is covered.
I have contacted Paul Machado, he will be there with his food truck about 8:30.
At the end of the day, after the awards are given out, there will be cleanup. It will most likely start as
the models are removed from the tables. We will need help removing the paper from the tables and
dropping the legs. The legs need to be boxed up. Many of the tables will need to be broken down and
stacked. I will check into this, I’m not sure we have to stack them.
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One of our biggest manpower needs is for judges. There will be a call for a judges meeting around
noon that day. If you are going to judge please be there. Information is dispensed that the judges
need. This information, or the ignoring of it, leads to problems every year. Little technicalities about
how things are to be handled are covered there. Many people that have an abundance of judging
experience often skip this meeting and it leads to problems or embarrassment later. Like a few years
ago when a Rolls Royce took an award in Domestic Auto. So please, if you are considering judging,
make it to the meeting. Otherwise, if you think you would like to help judge but don’t have the
experience, let the Line Judge know. He will help match you up with experienced people. Another
thing you can do is review the Judging Guidelines on the club web site. These are almost a step by
step guide for what we are looking for in successful models. These guideline can also be used to
review your own models before entering them in competition.
Now that I’ve covered all of that, I hope the membership shows up and participates at some level.
Come out, join your fellow Bay Colony members, help out and enjoy yourself.
Talk about ugly! It’s a two bagger! Of course it’s all in the eye of the beholder. This plane is so ugly…
How ugly is it? It’s so far ugly it almost pushes the ugly gauge back to beautiful. Airfix has announced
that it’s 1/48 Supermarine Walrus Mk. I is available for preorder. It seems almost amazing that the
same company that brought you the Spitfire, arguably the most beautiful fighter of WW2, also brought
us the Walrus. Although one must admit that it rings true to its namesake. From the computer
generated views on their web site this looks to be a nice kit, up to their new engineering standards.
From the computer generated assembly video, there a quite a few interior pieces, I don’t know if it is
complete. So if you are into ugly or WW2 British aircraft you might want to check it out. It comes with
156 parts and three schemes, unfortunately they are all the green grey / blue grey over grey camo
schemes.
Mobius has finally released their long promised “Death Dealer”. This is a large scale, I believe resin,
fantasy figure based on the Frank Frazetta painting. They claim the figure is 1/10 scale. I’m not
arguing the point, just saying, how would you know? Originally Squadron/Rubin released the figure in
54mm metal. I think Valiant bought the mold, but I don’t know if they are still producing it. I think it was
Ral Partha that released it in 25mm and it has been copied by numerous other companies. I believe
this is the first large scale, massed produced figure of it. It is a great study in black and grey. There is
not a lot of color to it.
As I see the kit reviews and reports of new releases, in the magazines, I am not encouraged. I’m
seeing a lot of re-issues or sub-sub variants, and very little that excites me. One thing I noticed was
IBG’s Japanese Type 94 tankette in 1/72. I would much prefer to see it in 1/35.
The latest Fine Scale had a review of Hasegawa’s 1/72 Kawanishi H8K2 “Emily”. This is a whole new
tool kit with 338 parts. In general the review is good. But I’ve got one of the old ones, still in the box.
With a price of $150 I suspect I’ll stick with the old one. If Airfix and Revell Germany can produce nice
B-17 kits for under $50 why can’t Hasegawa produce this kit for $100? I know it is a much larger
aircraft than the B-17, but it’s not 3 times larger. The same issue had good things to say about Airfix’s
1/72 Handly Page B.Mk.2 V-bomber. This is a huge kit with an MSRP of $75, half of the cost of the
Emily, and yes, fewer parts, 228. (I figure half of the parts difference is due to the radial engines of the
Emily, 4 props, 4 engine cowls, etc.) I doubt this one will find its way into my collection. Those big
British bombers in gloss grey and green camo do nothing for me.
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One thing I did see that I will check into, mostly for more info, is Italeri’s C-27J Spartan in Coast Guard
markings. That is a colorful scheme. This is just a re-box of an earlier (2010) kit release with new
decals including the USCG scheme and a US Army scheme in overall light grey.
I had this column done and submitted to Bob, but so much had changed in the last couple weeks I
updated it.
Think 50th!
See you at BayCon!
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Acura NSX 2017 by Gil Costa
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Up Scope
Nov 11th Meeting

Dec 9th Meeting

Gian Montecalvo
19 Karen Drive
North Providence, RI 02911
401-231-1086

Chris Libucha

271 Gaskill Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
401-765-5306

Directions

Directions

From I-295 take exit 7A (Rt.44 East) Turn left at the first
light on to Esmond St. Follow Esmond St. straight thru
the stop sign to the end, and turn right on to Rt.104.
Follow Rt.104 for 1.3 miles and turn left at Posillipo
Italian Family Restaurant on to Sawin Ave. Turn left at
the end of Sawin Ave. on to Oakhurst Ave. Oakhurst turns
in to Sherwood Ave. after the right hand curve. Follow
Sherwood staying to the right at the first fork at
Woodhaven Blvd. Bear left at the stop sign at
Bicentennial Way. First left on to Lori Dr. Right at first
stop sign on to Karen Dr. 19 will be the on the right.

From Providence/Fall River
I-95 to Rt 146 North. Follow Rt 146 toward Worcester at the
split with 146A, (bear left). Exit Rt 102-5 Slatersville/
Forestdale. Right off ramp. Right again at end of road
onto Rt 146A (Great Rd.) Left at first traffic light onto
St. Paul Street. Follow to end. Right onto Main Street
(Rt. 122). Past Almac’s and former Cumberland Farms store.
Next left onto Gaskill St. House on the right after Woodland.
From Attleboro Area
Rt 1 to Rt 120. Follow Rt 120 (Nate Whipple Hwy) to the
end in Cumberland. Right onto Mendon Rd. (Rt. 122)
Follow into Woonsocket to the 9th traffic light since turning
onto Rt. 122. Left onto E.School Street. Follow to end.
Right onto N. Main Street. Follow to end. Left onto Gaskill
St. (Cemetery in front of you). House on left after Prospect
St.

From I-195 follow to I-95 North to Rt.146 North. Take
the 2nd exit off Rt.146 (Mineral Spring). Turn left at the
bottom of the ramp and follow Mineral Spring Ave. 7
lights, 2.5 miles, and turn right on to Locust Ave. Follow
Locust Ave. to the end and turn left on to Bicentennial
Way. Turn left at the 2nd stop sign and continue to follow
From I-495
Bicentennial as the road curves to the 2nd stop sign at
Sherwood Ave. Turn right on to Sherwood Ave. first left I-495 to the King Street/Franklin exit. Off ramp turn toward
on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign on to Karen Dr.
Woonsocket. Stay on King St. for several miles, it will
eventually merge with Rt 126 in Bellingham. After crossing
the line into Woonsocket the first traffic light will be the
intersection of Rt 114. Turn right here onto Diamond Hill
Rd. (Auto parts store on left, tuxedo rentals on right) Go
through light at Rathbun St. Next left onto Roland St.
(Cemetery on right). Follow to end. Right onto
Privilege St. Go around big curve and turn right onto Winter
St. (car wash on left). Right at first traffic light
(N.Main St.) Left at end onto Gaskill St. House on left
after Prospect St.
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Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550
Store Hours:
Mon-Fri
Sat.
Sun.

10am – 7pm
9am – 5pm
12pm - 4pm

Contact Info. Email:
paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com Website:
www.darlingtonhobbies.com Were willing to
give your model club discounts. 30% off ordered items. (must be prepaid) 20% off in stock items.
(paints & supplies are 15%)
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In Range
Aug 12th Meeting – Bill Collins

Sep 9th Meeting – John Nickerson

1/35th M-47 Patton – Bill Collins
1/32nd P-51B Mustang – Bill Collins
1/32nd Me-109G6 – Bill Collins
1/32nd KI 44– Bill Collins
1/32nd KI 84– Bill Collins
1/? - Pieasaki Flying Banana – ?
1/350th USS Nokomis Tug – Paul Champigny

1/48th F-14 – Peter Jardim
1/25th Tiger I – Mike McNamara
1/35th M-10 – Bill Collins
1/35th Brumbar – Bill Collins
1/? Science Officer Kane – Geof Lucier
1/? Outer Limits Figure – Geof Lucier
1/72nd P-47D – Chris Libucha
1/24th Acura NSX 2017 – Gil Costa

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Kevin Colburn
Steve Kwasny
John Nickerson
John Gisetto Sr.
Joe Russum
Gian Montecalvo

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Ray Rosario
Gil Costa
John Nickerson
Gian Montecalvo
Peter Jardim
John Merryman

Raffle:

John Merryman
Steve Kwasny
Paul Champigny
Ray Rosario
Bill Collins
Paul Champigny

Mike McNamara
John Gisetto Sr.
Geof Lucier
Frank Knight
Bill Collins
Joe Russum
Chris Libucha

Raffle: 1/35th M47 E/M – Bill Collins
Tamiya Putty – Ray Rosario
Sanding Sticks – Geof Lucier

P-47D
By Chris Libucha
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Del’s Trivia Corner
Answers to Question 1.
What relationship to our hobby do the following three movies have?
 The Terminator w/ Arnold Schwarzenegger – The terminator used an X-acto knife to fix his
eye.
 Murder at 1600 w/ Wesley Snipes – Built a diorama in his apartment of the battle of
Gettysburg.
 Three Days of the Condor w/ Robert Redford – The villain, Joubert, painted figures (in his hotel
room).

This Space is Available!
This space is available to you. Just write a kit review, an observation, a personal history, etc. Get it off
to Bob the Editor, and see it printed here. Tell us about your collection, why you build what you do,
Tell us about the worst building experience you have ever had, or the best. Tell us about the kit you
would build over and over again, and why. We want to know. Give us your ‘Wish List’. Tell us about
your first hobby shop experience, or about the hole in the wall you walked into and were blown away.
Tell us about the catalogs you used to receive and spend hours with. Yes this space could be yours, just
tell us a hobby related story.
John Nickerson
Science Officer Kane
by Geof Lucier
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for location and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encouraged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical
Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is subject
to editing. There is no payment for articles.

2017- 2018 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2017-2018 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to
John Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

