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2016-2017 Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2016-2017 membership
year. Dues are still $10.
Please remit your dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346 .
Don't forget to ask for the Family Membership if
you have sons or daughters as members in the
club as well.

Somua S-35 French Tank by David Sargood
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Kit Review
Make it a 1/48th 3 bagger. Start with Britain’s
equivalent of our old ¾ ton Dodge truck in the form of
an airfield everything mover with a variety of choices
– different cabs, different windows, different
windscreens and a lot of stuff not to be seen. Not your
old Airfix kit in a bag with paper header on sale at
Woolworths. Make your choice before beginning and
follow their instructions after you decipher their new
numbering and lettering.

lengths to match the inner dimensions of the wing
visually.

Oh and let’s not forget the airfield dog.

Battleship Cove has been laying off people. They have
been on what they call “winter hours.” Open only on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Now the BB is closed till
they repair or replace the gangway which was
condemned.

Not really a triple – put them all together and they are
just begging to be in a diorama. That makes a review
an English Home Run.

Keeping to a British theme: Santa brought me a 1/9th
scale resin bust of the old P.M. Winston Spencer C.
himself complete with Seville Row suit, bow tie, cigar
Airfield Personnel – 10 figures in action from 2 pilots and a choice of Hamburg or Steel Helmet. This one is
and 8 other ranks that are doing readiness/maintenance amazing and I hope to do it justice when I get the
jobs, refueling, rearming, restarting and standing by.
pouring lips from the hat, helmet, arm pit, the head
All but the pilots have choice of heads from soft side
(one of two) and of course the cigar. If it was a full
caps to tin helmets. There are maintenance carts and
figure, would he be giving the V for victory finger
gear to build, starter refuel and ordnance purposes.
wave?

And then there’s the real oddball – an Albion 3 point
gas (petrol) truck in 52 steps from the bare chassis
frame thru the engine, transmission, hoses, tanks for
truck and plane all the way to the tentacle – like hose
display. This one is in progress but what a difference in I dropped something off a week ago for one of the gift
1/48th scale compared to the decades-old refueler from shop clerks and checked the volunteer sign in book. No
the airfield set in 1/72nd.
entries since mid January.
Maybe the Humbrol boys will do a 1/48th ambulance
and Queen Mary too!
As an aside, their 1/48th Hurricane is a beautiful kit
with strange assembly (cockpit and wing spars are the
starter steps! Small choices are there and one isn’t
mentioned – a ventral panel with an ‘ook. They must
plan a carrier bird in the future. If you choose to open
one or both gun compartments you have a full array of
up to 8 m.g.s in varying
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From The Bridge

building Renwal or Aurora kits? Which kits did you
build? Paint it with Testors PLA?

The President’s Column

When I started building I built aircraft and
graduated to ships and armor. I was 11 or 12
when I started building cars. AMT kits were my
favorites, but for the wrong reasons. Revell kits
were nice, and I have very fond memories of their
’56 Ford Pickup, but they tended to have full
suspension which made swapping of wheels
difficult. Whereas the AMT kits had those metal
axles and push on wheels, and screw down
chassis pans. That was great for swapping those
wheels around. You could pull them off one kit
and try them on another. A couple of years later,
an acquaintance of mine, let it be known he had a
slot track in his basement. And he did! His father
had assisted him in custom building a three lane
1/32 scale track. It was great. We spent many
afternoons racing Strombecker cars around that
track. And I didn’t even know he was into
modeling!

We are now in our 48th (2016 – 2017)
membership year. Two away from 50! The
membership fee is still only $10 per year and we
accept advanced payment if you wish to get
ahead on your membership. There is also a
family membership plan. You can catch me at a
meeting or send your payments to me by mail,
checks to be made payable to Bay Colony
Historic Modelers.

I mentioned the response from membership, in
the last issue, as to raffle prizes for the show. We
have had a couple special prizes donated and we
are talking about setting up separate raffles for
them. Joe Ravino donated a Blue Devil destroyer
kit and at the last meeting Bob Magina presented
us with a photo print of the USS North Carolina
silhouetted against the sunset. The print is matted
and framed, ready to hang and is quite stunning. Of course, this led to ordering a couple cars of my
own via mail order, from Auto World. Two
Unfortunately. We had to decline the Boy Scouts Strombecker kits, a Ferrari Testa Rosa, (the real
one), and a Ferrari Berlinetta. I started reading
invitation to appear at the Mansfield Airport on
May 22nd. This was due to a lack of interest on our slot car magazines and seeing the conversions
part. We couldn’t come up with enough modelers people were doing with 1/32 model kits. This
with aircraft models to display. I was disappointed started a string of converted bodies from Pyro
and Hawk kits. ’40 and ’50 Fords, a Chaparral or
that we could not commit to this event. We talk
two. I don’t remember who made the kits, but I
about the need to bringing new people, young
remember building a mid ‘60s Plymouth and a
people into the hobby. This would have been an
ideal opportunity to expose some of them to what VW Bug. The Plymouth was painted a metallic
blue and the Bug got a coat of candy burnt
we do.
orange. What a great color for a Bug. I don’t
I’ve not talked to Bob to see if there has been any remember who made the paint. It was in spray
cans, maybe AMT. Revell and Monogram both
response to my request for articles and space
jumped into the slot car craze with both feet and
fillers for the newsletter. If you remember, last
we were really off to the races. Ok, pun intended.
issue, I wrote about the impact of the local
neighborhood hobby shop on my involvement in
BayCon is Sunday Nov. 13th. Second Sunday of
the hobby. If you can write a paragraph or two
about what got you into this hobby, please send it the month.
off to Bob so he can get it into the newsletter.
Being June, and time to renew memberships, it’s
Something else you could write about is the
also time to start thinking about BayCon trophy
products and tools that were available to you
packs. I offer this as sort of a warning, because
when you started building. Did you start by
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the next issue is August and shortly thereafter it
will be September which is time to place the
trophy order. So if you are thinking about
sponsoring and have a specific category in mind,
you may want to claim it asap, before someone
else does. You cannot come to me in September
and tell me you want to sponsor a specific
category, odds are better than 50/50 that it has
already been taken.
The June 2016 issue of Scale Auto magazine
contained an editorial, by Mr. Haught, editor,
mostly focused on competition judging, or the lack
of quality in it. He did offer up a couple excuses
as to possible reasons. His statement the he had
no trouble finding good models to photograph, got
my hackles up and I did fire off a response.
Unfortunately, Mr. Haught’s editorial and my
response are both too long to reprint here. We will
see what comes of it.
I have not seen anywhere in writing that an A+
body color paint job trumps all other deficiencies.
And I do not know if, nor am I suggesting that Mr.
Haught is of that school of mind. But there seem
to be some car builders, or model car aficionados,
we don’t know that they build, that seem to think
that an A+ body color paint finish, along with a Cengine compartment, C+ interior, and a B+
chassis, qualifies a model for Best of Show. I
think we all know that obtaining a great finish is a
challenge that takes time and practice. And a
great finish goes a long way to propelling your
model to the top of the heap, along with catching
a lot of attention. As for myself, give me a model
with an A- finish and B+s across the board, I’ll
vote for it every time.

Late April I learned of the passing of Tom
Ruggiero. Tom was 95. Tom was not a member
and I don’t think he knew we existed. But I had
heard of Tom, he was a participant in local annual
events that had been covered by local radio.
Antonio ‘Tom’ Ruggiero was a lifelong resident of
Plymouth. As a young man he had traveled to
Brockton and tried to enlist in the Marines where
he was told he was too short at 5’-2”, so he joined
the Army. Sunrise of June 6th 1944 found Tom in a
British built wooden boat, as a member of D
company, 2nd Ranger Battalion, inbound to the
French coast and the 100 foot high cliffs of
Pointe-du-Hoc. About 300 yards from shore a
shell exploded below the boat, flipping it into the
air and dumping all 22 Rangers into the Channel.
They had to tread water for a while before being
picked up. Eleven of them succumbed to the 41
degree water. Two days later the survivors were
resupplied and sent back to Pointe-du-Hoc to
complete their mission. Tom’s job was to scale the
cliff with a ¾” rope and tie it off at the top. Tom
liked to point out that the rope came from the
Plymouth Cordage Company. Tom received two
Bronze Stars and 2 Purple Hearts for his service
in France. After returning home Tom became a
Plymouth firefighter. He liked to talk about his
training in Boston alongside police cadets. When
it came time for the swim test, he told them “I did
my swimming already”. “But when they said you
have to climb a rope, that was mincemeat for
me.”

I recently received a letter from the
Commemorative Air Force, (CAF). Seems they
have found ‘That’s All, Brother’ on the scrap heap,
ready to be cut up. To save it, they purchased it,
and are now asking for funds to help restore it to
The latest email from USAirfix tell me that their
flying condition. On the return form there are a
current number 1 best seller is their 1/48 Boulton number of boxes to be checked all indicating
Paul Defiant, with the no. 2 being the 1/48 Gloster different amounts of money they think I should
Meteor. The reviews of the Defiant I’ve seen, so
donate, but there are two that I was most
far are all positive. I hope someone in the club
interested in, one says “Yes! The CAF absolutely
obtains one and writes a review for this
did the right thing! Allowing a plane with the
newsletter. Their no. 1 pre-order is for the 1/48
historical significance …” pro CAF pat on the back
Curtiss P-40B. If this is anything like their 1/72
stuff for three paragraphs. But the second says
new tool, it should be a great base for a super
“No. If the CAF does not have the money to pay
model.
for the remainder of the historic plane …”.
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How’s that for feedback?!

along Sharlene Lane and walk down Willow Lane
to my Condo – I am very close to Sharlene Lane.
Now to clarify, and to help you solidify your choice Thank you for parking there and making the short
as to yes or no, ‘That’s All, Brother’ was a C-47,
walk.
selected by Lt. Col. Donaldson, commander of
the 438th Troop Carrier Group, as the aircraft he
would fly as the lead plane in ‘Mission Albany’, to
drop the first wave of the 101st Airborne into the
darkness of early morning, June 6, 1944. At
12:48 AM, ‘That’s All, Brother’ started dropping
her cargo. Altogether, 801 aircraft dropped more
than 13,000 American paratroopers behind the
Normandy beaches. The rest, as they say, is
history.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson

bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope
July 9th 2016 Meeting

Aug 13th 2016 Meeting

Robert Magina
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
Contact: Robert Magina
508-695-7754

Bill Collins
113 Powderhorn Lane
Taunton, MA 02780
Contact: Robert Magina
508-695-7754

Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14B (Rte 1 – North
Attleboro). Go through the lights, heading
towards North Attleboro on Rte 1. ( Pass Boston
Tropical Garden at lights) Go to next light,
intersection of Rte 106 and Rte 1 – go right onto
Rte 106 towards Plainville center. (Convenience
Store at lights). go to bottom of hill at the light
take a right onto Rte 1A. Go past the Plainville
Police and Fire on your right. Take right onto
Sharlene Lane – Willow Lane is the first right – I
am on the corner of Willow Lane and Maple
Terrace – #71 Look for my Honda in the driveway
– I would like to ask everyone to please park

Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton. Go
right or left on Norton Street. Take a left at first
fork, then a right at the second fork. Take first
right and follow along to house #113.
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World War II Fact File No. 001




Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

World War II was the most destructive
conflict in history. It cost more money,
damaged more property, killed more
people, and caused more far-reaching Store Hours:
changes than any other war in history. Mon-Fri
10am – 7pm
Sat.
9am – 5pm
Sun.
12pm - 4pm
WWII resulted in the downfall of
Europe as a center of world power and
Contact Info. Email:
led to the rise of the U.S. and Russia
paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com Website:
as super powers. This set up
www.darlingtonhobbies.com Were willing to give
conditions for both the US-USSR cold
your model club discounts. 30% off ordered items.
war and the nuclear age.
(must be prepaid) 20% off in stock items.(paints
& supplies are 15%)

World War II Fact File No. 002
The Great Depression had a ripple effect
throughout the world. It prevented Germany
from paying WWI reparations, which forced
Great Britain and France to default on their
debts to the U.S. which, in turn, sowed
discontent throughout the globe.
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In Range
April 9th 2016 Meeting - Pat McColgen

May 14th Meeting – Kevin Colburn

1/35th Bertha 240 C.M. Howitzer - Bill Collins
1/35th Su-76M – Bill Collins
1/35th M3A3 Bradley CFV (WIP) – Steve
Kwasny
1/72nd British 25 Pdr – Bob Don
1/24th Yamaha YZR – Bob Don
1/700th Harushio Submarine – Bob Don
1/72nd Lippisch Ramjet – Pat McColgen
1/350th Z-15 Zerstorer German Destroyer – Gil
Costa
1/35th Japanese Type 61 (WIP) – Gian
Montecalvo

1/35th M113A2 – Bob Magina
1/35th Panther D – Bill Collins
1/32nd F86K Kitty Hawk – Bill Collins
1/35th Japanese Type 61 (WIP) – Gian
Montecalvo
1/35th Jagdpanzer IV (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/8th 1985 Corvette – Norm Babcock
1/25th Chevy Sedan Delivery – Jeff Maronn
1/6th Fat Boy Lo Rider – Jeff Maronn

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Warren April
Hal Marshman Sr.
Gil Costa
Joe Russum
Paul Champigny
Kevin Colburn
John Gisetto Sr.
Ray Rosario

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Hal Marshman Sr.
Gian Montecalvo
John Nickerson
Norm Babcock
Ray Rosario
Jeff Maronn

Raffle:
1/35th Easy Eight Sherman X-Acto Blades Sanding Stick -

Steve Kwasny
Peter Jardim
Bill Collins
Bob Don
Chris Libucha
Pat McColgen
John Nickerson
Gian Montecalvo

Bill Collins
Kevin Colburn
Steve Kwasny
John Gisetto Sr.
Peter Jardim
Joe Russum
John McCormick

Raffle:
1/24th Porsche 918 Spider – John Nickerson
Sanding Sticks – Joe Russum
X-Acto Blades – Peter Jardim
Squadron White Putty – John Gisetto Sr.
Touch & Flow Liquid Glue – Ray Rosario
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for locatiion and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical
Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is subject
to editing. There is no payment for articles.

2016 - 2017 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2015-2016 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to
John Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

