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Recon

IPMS National 2014 USA  Aug 69, 2014,
Hampton Roads Convention Center,
Hampton, VA Contact 
http://www.ipmsusa2014.com/
Patcon 2014  Sept. 14, 2014, Hudson Elsk
Lodge 959, 99 Park Street, Hudson, MA
Contact  David Schmidt 9787061211
Granitecon XXI  Oct 19, 2014, Nashua
Elks Club, 120 Daniel Webster Highway,
Nashua, NH Contact Rodney Currier 603
7263876
BAYCON 2014  Nov 2, 2014, Knights of
Columbus Hall, 304 Highland Ave, South
Attleboro, MA Contact Robert Magina
5086957754 or treadhead@ comcast.net
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2014  2015 Dues

If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 20142015 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please
remit your dues to John Nickerson at
the meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club
as well.
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Passing the Torch
Many of you know our long time member Ray
Laskorski. He has been a member of Bay Colony
Modelers for many years. For a number of years
he has served on our Board of Directors. Due to
personal reasons Ray has decided to give up his
position as a Director of our Club. First, I ask all
of you to join me in giving Ray a thank you for his
long service and wish him well in his future
endeavors.
Ray's vacant seat will need to be filled via an
election in the club. Refer to John's President's
Column in this issue of the Battlewagon for more
information on the Director's position. Below is
information on the election itself.
Election of Officers
Elections for BCHMA officers will be held in a
timely fashion to allow enough time for the
contestants to campaign and all members to vote.
Determining the timing and duration of the
election and the establishment of an election
committee, is the responsibility of the Board.
Elections shall be announced at a meeting, on
the club web site and in the newsletter or any
other media source as deemed necessary.
All BCHMA members in good standing are
allowed to submit one ballot in an election.
Ballots may be submitted to the Board or Election
Committee by hand, by mail, or by electronic
media.
Although this is a secret ballot, each member is to
insure that his or her name is on the ballot or the
sealed envelope it is submitted in. This is to
insure that each member cast no more than one
vote. A simple majority of submitted votes selects
the new officer.
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Results of the election shall be announced at
a meeting, on the club web site and in the
newsletter or any other media source as
deemed necessary.
The newly elected officer will take office upon
the announcement of their winning their
elected office at a meeting, or at a
predetermined time as part of the election
announcement.
If an election is held to fill a vacant seat on the
board, once the election is announced, any
eligible member may nominate his or her self
as a candidate for the position.
Eligibility for election to all board offices is as
follows:
Must have at least two (2) years membership
in good standing within the BCHMA.
Must prove to the board that he fully
understands the requirements of the position
and is capable of filling the position.
Must be an IPMS member in good standing.

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.

Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

Store Hours:
MonFri

10am  7pm

Sun.

12pm  4pm

Sat.

9am  5pm

Contact Info.

Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

Were willing to give your model
club discounts.
30% off ordered items. (must be
prepaid)
20% off in stock items.(paints &
supplies are 15%)
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From The Bridge

The President's Column

Well here we are, entering our 46th (2014
– 2015) membership year. We are still
holding the membership fee to only $10
per year and you can pay a couple years
in advance if you wish. There is also a
family membership plan. Mail your
payments to me or see me at a meeting,
checks to be made payable to Bay
Colony Historic Modelers.
We have important new to report this
issue so let’s jump right in. Long time
member, Ray Laskorski, has tendered his
resignation as board member. Ray cited
personal reasons for his decision. I can
tell you that Ray served the membership
well and I always appreciated his input.
Speaking for myself and the other board
members, I wish to thank Ray for his
dedicated service to the club.
I suspect you have by now put two and
two together and realize we have a
vacant board seat. Because of that there
will be an election from the general
membership to fill the empty seat. The
board has met over this issue and we
have decided to use the election rules
from the preliminary set of club rules that
currently exist. (The board had previously
reviewed these rules.) Those rules should
be posted elsewhere in this issue. They
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should also be posted on the club web page,
or will be shortly. They will also be available
at the June meeting. The board has
determined that the schedule for the election
is as follows: At the June meeting, Ray’s
resignation will be announced along with
election information; A board meeting will be
scheduled prior to the July meeting for the
perspective candidates to present
themselves; at the July meeting all
candidates will be allowed to address the
membership; the polls will be open after the
July meeting and remain open until July 31,
2014; the board will meet to count ballots
prior to the August meeting with the results
being announced at the August meeting.
To maintain our status as an IPMS/USA
chapter we must have five IPMS members in
good standing on our rolls. We have more
than that. We, as a club, decided that to
make sure we had the five required, we
would require the board members to be
IPMS members in good standing. So far that
policy has worked. With that said, IPMS
membership is not a deterrent to running for
the open board seat. At the time you
announce your candidacy you do not have to
be an IPMS member, but the person that
wins the election will have to be an IPMS
member to assume office.
The rules for voting are as follows: All
members in good standing are entitled to one
vote. Ballots may be submitted by hand, by
mail or by email to any remaining board
member. Ballots are secret but should be
submitted in an envelope with the voters
name on it. (Return address label will suffice
if mailed.) This is so the board can verify the
one vote and good standing status. Ballots
will be removed from the envelopes prior to
counting. In the case of email, the ballot will
be printed out and the voters name removed
prior to counting.
Invitations to be a BayCon vendor should be
going out to last years vendors about now, If

you wish to be a vendor at BayCon you
should get your name in to Paul Champigny
before any available tables are claimed.
Zvezda has released a new line of figures
in 1/72 scale. They are part of a WWII
game system “Art of Tactics”. The rules can
be found on www.artoftatic.com , or
www.zvezda.ru if you want them in
Russian. So far I have only seen Germans
and Russians in winter uniforms, there may
be plans for more. The sets are small and
come with a game card. I purchased my
set, German 81mm Mortar with Crew, at
Harry’s for about $5.00. I expected soft
plastic like Airfix or Revell figure sets but
they are hard styrene, very well detailed
with very fine molding. The mortar legs are
very well done but may be a problem to
remove from the sprue because they are so
fine. The figures are designed to snap
together and the instructions recommend
using glue to make a more permanent joint.
There are two mortar teams in the box and
three bases. One team is operating a
mortar between them, the other is walking
with the mortar. There is one large base
that is to serve as the game marker that
both teams mount to. In addition, there are
two smaller bases, one for each team, sort
of instant vignettes. Although I’ve not seen
them yet, there are supposed to be artillery
and tanks for the game.
My current read is “Fields of Fire; The
Canadians in Normandy”, by Terry Copp. I
learned many years ago that most of the
books written about DDay and the
Normandy Campaign are either by
American or British authors and they tell the
story of the troops of their respective
nations. The British especially try to cover
up the contribution of the troops of the
Commonwealth Nations. When you read
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British accounts of campaigns in WWII,
they tend to gloss over “foreign” troops as
“units of the 8th Army”, (translated as non
British), while they make sure you know
which British regiment is involved, such as
11th Hussars. So it is refreshing to read a
book that highlights the Canadian units
and effort. The author’s reason for writing
the book is to show the efforts of the
Canadian soldiers and to disprove the
accepted history of the Canadian forces in
Europe, most of these sources being
British. The first chapter outlines his goals
and his approach to ‘History without
Clausewitz’. I interpret this statement to
mean he is not going to analyze battle
plans using accepted Clausewitzian
tactical theory, and I applaud him for that.
The second chapter goes directly to the
3rd Canadian Div. landing on Juno Beach
and pushing inland. There is little
discussion of preparation, training or
assignments. There is no discussion of the
development of weapons for June 6th or of
the weapons being used or carried ashore
by the Canadians. He gives the units of
the 3rd good marks for their
accomplishments at the end of the first
day. Without going to other sources you
don’t have any way to evaluate his
assesment. In truth, the Canadians and
British are to be on the outskirts of Caen at
the end of the first day and capture it in
three. They are not close. Admittedly this
goal was overreaching but it took the
Canadians and British 34 days to take
Caen. He does point fingers at the British
command structure, British commanders,
and Canadian officers, which does sort of
agree with previously published
conclusions. I do find it apropos to be
reading this book at the 70th anniversary
of DDay.
One of the difficulties I have in reading this

book is thinking in the British military
organizational manner. I am well steeped in
the American Divisional system of that time.
The American Division being composed of
regiments and brigades with some attached
subunits as needed. We think of the Big Red
1, 101st Airborne and the 26th Yankee
Division. The British system, although it used
divisions, it tracks it’s history and strengths on
a regimental basis. The British and the
Commonwealth Nations regiment is almost
interchangeable with battalion. Their regiment
may be composed of two or three battalions,
the 1st battalion is the ‘field’ battalion. The
2nd battalion is the ‘home’ battalion, used for
recruiting and invaliding. When you site
movements of the North Nova Scotians you
are talking about the 1st battalion of that
regiment. The Brigadier is the officer in charge
of a brigade, composed of two or three
regiments. A division is composed of two or
three brigades. Traditional cavalry units, such
as the Glengarry Horse or 11th Hussars are
armored regiments which are split into
squadrons and troops.
So we are making a big deal out of the 70th
anniversary, and rightly so, in five years, for
the 75th , those 18 year olds that participated
and survived will be 93. There will be some
there but the odds are against most of them.
(I heard there was one gent that slipped out of
his nursing home and made it all the way to
England, before they caught up with him. He
was trying to join his buddies in France.) I’m
making a big deal out of DDay and the battle
of Normandy here because I think it was.
Hundreds of books have been written about it,
possibly in the thousands. There is no one
definitive book. There can’t be. There are too
many stories to tell. From forming the
command team, to development of new
weapons and inventions, to the planning, the
deception, the training, the logistics, the
Resistance, the soldiers, sailors, airmen, et al;
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the successes, the failures, etc. The story is
just too big!
Thirty one Sherman DD swimming tanks
launched off of landing craft to crawl ashore
on Omaha Beach in the first wave. None of
them made it. Sixty seven Sherman DD
swimming tanks, of the 2nd Canadian
Armored Brigade, launched in support of the
Canadians landing on Juno Beach. Eleven
never made it ashore. They swamped, hit
submerged mines, or were hit by defensive
fire. nineteen more were destroyed on the
beach. The remainder headed inland. What
roll do the gods of war play?
Next issue: The Achilles.
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope:

Jul 12th 2014 Meeting

Sep 13th 2014 Meeting

Robert Magina  Host
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
5086957754

John Nickerson  Host
18 Stone Street
Middleborough, MA 02346
5089477939

Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14B (Rte 1 –
North Attleboro). Go through the lights,
heading towards North Attleboro on Rte 1. (
Pass Boston Tropical Garden at lights) Go
to next light, intersection of Rte 106 and Rte
1 – go right onto Rte 106 towards Plainville
center. (Convenience Store at lights). go to
bottom of hill at the light take a right onto Rte
1A. Go past the Plainville Police and Fire on
your right. Take right onto Sharlene Lane –
Willow Lane is the first right – I am on the
corner of Willow Lane and Maple Terrace –
#71 Look for my Honda in the driveway – I
would like to ask everyone to please park
along Sharlene Lane and walk down Willow
Lane to my Condo – I am very close to
Sharlene Lane. Thank you for parking there
and making the short walk.

From the west: Rte. 495 South to the Rte. 44
East & West (Plymouth / Taunton) exit. Go
right at the top of the ramp, East, toward
Plymouth. Go half way around the rotary and
continue east on Rte. 44. Take the Rte. 58
exit and go right, South towards Carver,
through two sets of lights, at the top of the
rise, in front of Quickeez, take a right on to
Forest, then first right onto Fuller. Thru the
cranberry bogs, at the town line Fuller
becomes Stone, and in about ½ mile you will
see the intermediate blue raised ranch on
your right.

Aug 9th 2014 Meeting
Bill Collins  Host
113 Powderhorn Drive
Taunton, MA 02780
Contact
Bob Magina
5086957754

Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton.
Go right or left on Norton Street. Take a left
at first fork, then a right at the second fork.
Take first right and follow along to house
#113.
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From the east/Rte. 3: Take Rte 44 East to
the third exit, Rte 58, Carver / Plympton; at
the bottom of the ramp go left, South.
(Follow the directions above.)
From downtown Middleboro: Follow Rte. 105
north, right on Plymouth St., bear right onto
Wall St., 4th left onto Stone, 6th house on
the left.

Del’s Bits and Pieces…………
Things you might like to know, or
maybe not.
Billy Fiske is considered by many to be the first
American fighter pilot to be killed in WWII. The
RAF recognizes seven Americans as having
taken part in the Battle of Britain.
Prevented from participating in the early stages
of WWII by various US Neutrality Acts, (Acting)
Pilot Officer W.M.L. “Billy” Fiske pretended to
be Canadian. He flew with No. 601 (County of
London) Squadron claiming one unconfirmed
kill, crashed on 16th of August 1940 and died
the next day.
No. 71 Sqdn. (Eagle Sqdn.) became
operational in Feb. 1941, well after the daylight
phase of the battle ended.

Del’s Bits and Pieces…………
Things you might like to know, or
maybe not.
On 24 Sept. 1940, in the midst of the Battle
of Britain, a Blackburn Roc from No. 2 AACU,
(AntiAircraft Cooperation Unit), was
vectored over the channel. The Roc, piloted
by P/O D.H. Clarke, the fighter derivative of
the Skua with a 4 gun turret behind the pilot
much like the BoultonPaul Defiant, was to
search for downed Hurricane pilots that had
pursued retreating He 111s that had attacked
the Spitfire factory at Woolston. Clarke didn’t
spot any downed pilots but did spot what he
thought was a ‘large’ Swordfish. Getting
closer he recognized it as a He 59, out
searching for downed German pilots. His
gunner, Sgt. Hunt exchanged fire with the He
59 as Clarke made a number of broadside
passes. The He 59 retreated to France and
Clarke, forced to break off, being low on fuel,
returned to Gosport. The Roc had ten hits in
it. P/O Clarke filled a claim for one He 59
‘damaged’. No doubt the only claim made by
a Roc pilot in WW2.
The Roc, airframe L3085, had been
transferred from the Fleet Air Arm to the RAF
but was still in it’s dark sea grey / dark slate
grey over sky grey undersides paint scheme.
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In Range:

Apr. 12th Meeting  Gil Costa
1/16th 1st West Plalian Cuirasiar  Bill
Collins
1/16th 2nd West Plalian Cuirasiar  Bill
Collins
1/32nd AT6 Texan  Bill Collins
1/76th Vickers Light Tank  Bob Don
1/96th Savoia Marchetti 5SX  John Gisetto
1/32nd Cylon Raider  John Gisetto
1/32nd F14D (WIP)  John McCormick
1/24th Lamborghini (WIP)  Gil Costa
In Attendance:
Hal Marshman Sr.
Robert Magina
Kevin Colburn
Edmund Rosario
John Nickerson
John Gisetto Sr.
John McCormick
Gian Montecalvo

Joe Russum
Warren April
Bob Don
Jeff Maronn
Bill Colliins
Gil Costa
Paul Champigny
Ray Rosario

Raffle:
1/48th Supermarine Attacker  Edmund
Rosario
Vallejo Weathering Set  Gian Montecalvo
1/48th PT17  Ray Rosario
Sanding Sticks  Gil Costa
Sanding Sticks  Paul Champigny
Wooden Tank Kit  Bob Don
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May 10th Meeting  Mike Kenney
1/35th Next Move  Bob Magina
1/35th Su122  Kevin Conlon
1/35th T28  Kevin Conlon
1/35th Tank Transporter  Bill Collins
1/48th H34  Bill Collins
1/35th M1117 Guardian (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th Tiger I (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th Elefant (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/20th Ferrari 312T  Chris Libucha
1/72nd Typhoon (WIP)  Chris Libucha
200mm Bride of Frankinstien (WIP)  Mike Kenney
In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Steve Kwasny
Kevin Colburn
Warren April
Bill Collins
Hal Marshman Sr.
Kevin Conlon
Mike McDade
Hal Marshman Sr.
Mike Kenney
Matt Fandetti

Craig Magina
Ray Rosario
John Nickerson
Joe Russum
Chris Libucha
Bob Don
Gian Montecalvo
Eric Petersen
Bob Don
John McCormick

Raffle:
1/35th Tiger I  Gian Montecalvo
RB Production Blades  Bill Collins
1/72nd RF 84F  Mike Kenney
Sanding Sticks  Craig Magina
Wooden Tank  John McCormick

IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The
meetings take place at selected members houses.
Look at the Battlewagon or the club website for
locatiion and directions. Guests are always
welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762

phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do
2014  2015 Club Dues
not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS
USA views. Submissions relevant to modeling are
welcome, and may be published at the discretion of If you have not already done so, please
the editor. All material is subject to editing. There is renew your dues for the coming 2014
2015 membership year. Dues are still
no payment for articles.
$10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him
at 18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

