
   
   Recon
IPMS Nationals 2011 - August 3-6, 
2011, Omaha, Nebraska - Contact 
Omahabythesea@cox.net or 402-861-
1999

AMPSEAST 2011 - Sept 23-24, 2011, 
Danbury, CT - Contact Bill Schmidt 
(203)-735-9014 or 
bill.schmidt@ipmsnmma.org

Model Festival 2011- October 9, 2011, 
Milford, CT - contact Ray Prokoski  at 
raymond.prokoski@snet.net or 
www.ipmsstratford.org

Granitecon XIX - October 16, 2011, 
Nashua, NH - contact 
granitestatemodelers@gmail.com

BAYCON 2011 - November 6, 2011, 
South Attleboro, MA - contact Robert 
Magina 508-695-7754 or 
treadhead@comcast.net
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   2010 - 2011 Dues 
  If you have not already done so, 
please renew your dues for the 
coming 2010-2011 membership 
year. Dues are still $10.  Please 
remit your dues to John Nickerson 
at the meeting or send it to him at 
18 Stone Street RFD #2, 
Middleboro, MA  02346

 Don't forget to ask for the Family 
Membership if you have sons or 
daughters as members in the club 
as well.
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Some More Random 
Thoughts
by Joe McDonald Sr.

I want to build every airplane that appeared 
in Douglas Rolfe's beautiful book of pen 
and ink drawings of things with wings. 
("Aircraft of The World, copyright 1954), a 
gift from Lucille. And while I knew from the 
time I got the book that this was an 
impossible dream; I never realized that I 
would live to see as many rare, oddball "I 
never heard of that" unusual and weird 
planes that have been produced fromt he 
die cutters of America, Europe, Asia, Africa 
and now Oceania.  

But I still have a lot of blanks. From chapter 
6 (out of 9) these are still not available.

Boulton Paul Mailplane, Fokker XX, 
Blackburn Seagrave, Martin P3M, Avro 642, 
Short Laylla, Loughhead Alcor DV 06, Short 
R24, Loening Amphibian, Pitcairn PA-36, 
Mitsubishi 93, Burnelli V B-14, Blackburn 
DN, Handley Page 47, Waterman 
Arroroplane, Curtiss Limo, BAC Drone, 
Luton Buzzard, Payen Flechair (#1), 
Canova Wing, SM67, Fleetwings Seabird 
(#2), Avious Tipsy, Relliance Colibri, 
Bellanca Special, Dett Albatross, Fokker 
D23, Handey Page Manx, Ryan SC (#3).

(#1)  I had a scratchbuilt in 1/48th in balsa 
in the early 50's
(#2)  I had one in pine from drawings in 
Flying Aces  in 40's (1st plane I ever flew in)
(#3)  I had one in stick and paper from 
Cemet in the 30's

Lake Michigan's Aircraft 
Carriers by Paul M. Somers, 
from the Images of America 
Series                                                         
      (Continued from Page 3)
     Sadly, like all things, the book comes to an 
end with the decommissiomning of the 
Wolverine and Sable, and their subsequent 
break up and scrapping, all of which is 
photographically depicted.
 

    I might take a little more of your time with a 
description of the "Images of America" series 
of picture books. I have now four of these 
books in my library, including the title which 
I've just reported on. The others are the town 
in which I grew up, Middleborough, Ma, the 
town in which I now live, Weymouth, Ma., and 
lastly, the South Weymouth Naval Air Station, 
a blimp base during World War II. These books 
are all profusely illustrated with photos of 
different aspects of the communities which 
they portray down through the years. The 
Naval Air Station book is probably typical of 
the Military base Series they publish, showing 
stages in the original construction, operational 
use, and closing histories of those bases no 
longer in use. I heartily recomment any of 
these books in which you might find interest. At 
a cost of roughly $25.00, they prove an 
economical glimpse into history. Perhaps they 
do one on your home town, might be worth 
checking to see. Check your local library or 
town/city historical organisations. 
 

enjoy, Hal Sr 
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Lake Michigan's Aircraft 
Carriers by Paul M. 
Somers, from the Images 
of America 
Series                                                       
          By Hal Marshman Sr
 

    For years I've been intrigued by the 
stories of side wheel aircraft carriers on 
Lake Michigan during World War II. At last, a 
picture book has been published about 
these little known vessels that did so much 
to help the US and its allies win the Second 
World War.
 

    The book begins with a capsulated history 
of aircraft carriers in the US Navy, with 
pictures depicting the USS Pittsburgh, and 
Eugene Ely's first airplane take off from a 
ship in his Curtiss pusher. This is followed 
buy a couple of pictures of the USS Langley, 
and the chapter closes with a photo of the 
USS Lexington. Once you've been grounded 
in the brief history of carriers, the book 
delves into first, the SS Seeandbee, and 
then the SS Greater Buffalo. These were 
large lake excursion steamers, coal driven, 
and side wheel propelled, multi decked and 
in excess of 500 feet in length. There are a 
good many photos of these ships, and the 
elegant appointments that attracted so many 
folks to their cruises on Lake Michigan. 
There are also diagrams of these two ships, 
so you can see the manner in which they 
were set up.

    In 1941, US Navy Commander Richard F 
Whitehead originated the idea of training 
carrier pilots on the Great Lakes. This would 
allow pilots to be trained in carrier operations, 
without the risk of enemy intrusion, and would 
ensure that the Navy's seagoing carriers 
would be available for the combat operations 
for which they were built. The Navy started 
searching for suitable vessels to convert to 
Lake Carriers, rather than building them from 
the keel up, a much more economical move. 
Eventually, they settled on the Seeandbee 
and the Greater Chicago as suitable for 
conversion, The ships were stripped of their 
prewar opulence, and flight decks were built 
upon the hulls, with a small island built so that 
prospective carrier pilots would get used to 
that type of obstruction. As things worked out, 
the flight decks ended up being wider than 
those of our fleet carriers, a definite bonus. 
Once the conversion work was done, the two 
vessels were renamed. the USS Wolverine 
and the USS Sable respectably.
 

    The book now goes into the actual 
operations. Pilots flew out to the carriers, 
performed their training tasks, and returned to 
the land base from which they originated, 
none overnighting onboard. There is a good 
selection of photos of the different airplanes 
that participated in training ops, from SNJ 
Texans to TBF Avengers. There are pictures 
of the crew members berthing area, the mess 
facilities, and the poor seamen selected to 
hand shovel coal into the boilers. Interesting 
to see the great clouds of black smoke 
belching from the stacks, due to the use of 
coal. There were over 17,000 pilots initiated 
into the vageries of carrier landings before 
war's end, including pilots of the Royal Air 
Force Fleet Air Arm. There's even a close up 
of a certain Ensign George H. W. Bush, who 
was carrier qualified through this program.
(Continued on Page 2)
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  May 21st Meeting - Gil Costa

  1/48th P-26 - Joe McDonald Sr.
  1/48th Me 109G - Joe McDonald Sr.
  1/48th Japanese Bulldozer - Joe McDonald Sr.
  1/72nd Zlin X-XII - Joe McDonald Sr.
  1/24th 2004 Mustang Cobra - Gil Costa
  1/48th Mirage IV (WIP) - Joe Russum
  1/48th A4-N Skyhawk (WIP) - Joe Russum
  1/35th Patton Tank  (WIP) - Jacob Vinton
  1/700th USS New York - Bob Don
  1/72nd Bedford Armer Transport - Bob Don
  1/32nd F-5N - John McCormick
  200mm Wolfman Bust (WIP) - Mike Kenney

  In Attendance:

  Bob Magina                Kevin Conlon
  Craig Magina              Jacob Vinton
  Matt Fandetti              Kevin Colburn
  Joe Russum                Edmund Rosario
  John Nickerson           Frank Knight
  Gil Costa                     Joe McDonald Sr.
  John Gisetto Sr.           Mike McDade
  John McCormick        Mike Kenney
  Eric Peterson              Hal Marshman Sr.
  Bob Don                     Chris Libucha
 
    Raffle Winners
  Black Wash - John Gisetto Sr.
  Brown Wash - John Nickerson
  1/32nd Arado Ar 196A-3 - Bob Don
  USS North Carolina - Craig Magina
  1/35th Panzer Grenadiers Figures - Chris Libucha
  Sanding Sticks - Gil Costa

    
   In Range:

  
June 11th Meeting - John Gisetto 

  1/35th Pak 43 88mm (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
  1/35th JSU 152 (WIP) - Steve Kwansy
  1/35th Tiger I (WIP) - Steve Kwansy
  1/72nd BF-109F - John Nickerson
  1/35th Canadian Infantry - John Nickerson
  1/35th Ores of the White Hand - John 
   Nickerson
   1/24th Toyota TS020GT - One - Kevin Colburn
   1/48th A4-M Skyhawk - Joe Russum
   1/48th Mirage IV (WIP) - Joe Russum
   1/48th Lockheed Vega - Joe McDonald Sr.
   1/48th Ercoupe - Joe McDonald Sr.
   1/35th Berber & Camel - Joe McDonald Sr.
   1/24th NASCAR Chassis (WIP) - Norm 
   Robbie
   1/24th Porche Carrera GT - Bill Collins
   1/24th Mercedes SLR - Bill Collins
   1/24th Deusenburg 1933 - Bill Collins
   1/48th CH 46D - Bill Collins
   1/24th Mercedes SLS-AMG (WIP) - Gil Costa

   In Attendance:
  
  Kevin Colburn              Craig Magina
  Joe Russum                   Bob Magina
  Ray Rosario                  John Gisetto Jr.
  Hal Marshman Sr.         Joe McDonald Sr.
  John Nickerson              Mike McDade
  John McCormick           Frank Knight
  Bob Don                        Steve Kwasny
  Bill Collins                    Ray Laskorski
  Norm Robbie                 John Gisetto Sr.
  Gil Costa                        Jeff Maronn

Raffle Winners:  
 1/48th Bf 108B - Steve Kwasny
 1/35th Matilda - Bob Magina
 1/24th 66 Shelby Mustang - Ray Rosario
 Squadron Putty - Mike McDade
 Sanding Sticks - Frank Knight
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  Up Scope

July 9th Meeting

Host – Bob Don 
11 William Drive, Foxboro, MA

508-698-2753

Take 95 to Exit 8 (Sharon/Foxboro). Go onto 
Mechanic Street towards Foxboro. (left if coming 
from south, right if coming from north).  Go to 
traffic light and go left onto Oak Street. Go ½ 
mile and go right onto Maura Elizabeth Lane 
(last street before overpass). Go left onto William 
Drive.  House is #11 (6th house on right).

August 13th Meeting

Ted Conway
265 Maple Valley Road

Coventry, RI  02816
(401) 392-0160

From MA and Northern RI:

Interstate 295 S to exit 4 (Plainfield Pike Rt. 14).
Take a right onto Plainfield Pike and follow to
First red light.  At light (Dunkin Donut’s will be
on the right) take a left onto Comstock Pkwy.
Follow Comstock to red light and take a right at 
the light onto Rt. 12.  A fire station will be on 
your right.  Follow Rt. 12 straight.  You will go 
through a blinking yellow light and then you will 
come to a flashing red light (Rt. 116). Keep 
going straight. You will go over the Scituate 
Reservoir and go up a hill – stay to the right at 
the top of the hill. Follow for approx. 1 – 1 ½ 
miles, there will be a guard rail on the left, at the 
end of the guard rail take a left onto Matteson 
Road.  Follow Matteson Road, when 
you get to the fork in the road bear left.  Follow to
the end.  At the stop sign take a left onto Maple
Valley Rd.  Follow to the next stop sign and take a
right.  House is the second driveway on the right.

September 10th Meeting

Del Stator - Host
18 Stone Street
Middleboro, MA
508-947-7939

From the west: Rte. 495 South to the Rte. 44 East 
& West (Plymouth / Taunton) exit. Go right at the 
top of the ramp, East, toward Plymouth. Go half 
way around the rotary and continue east on Rte. 
44. Take the Rte. 58 exit and go right, South 
towards Carver, through two sets of lights, at the 
top of the rise, in front of Quickeez, take a right 
on to Forest, then first right onto Fuller. Thru the 
cranberry bogs, at the town line Fuller becomes 
Stone, and in about ½ mile you will see the 
intermediate blue raised ranch on your right.

From the east/Rte. 3: Take Rte 44 East to the 
third exit, Rte 58, Carver / Plympton; at the 
bottom of the ramp go left, South. (Follow the 
directions above.)

From downtown Middleboro: Follow Rte. 105 
north, right on Plymouth St., bear right onto Wall 
St., 4th left onto Stone, 6th house on the left.
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The President's Column
Some things just sneak up on you. Like 
old age, you know it’s coming, sooner or 
later, but you don’t see it until it’s there. 
Surprise!!!  Much like this column, I write 
it six times a year, but here it is the end of 
the Memorial Day weekend and I’m just 
getting started.
Also membership, here it is June again 
and time to renew. This is our 2011 – 
2012, 43rd membership year. The 
membership fee is still only $10 per year. 
If you would like to pay a couple years in 
advance we can handle that. The family 
membership plan is available. Mail your 
payments to me or see me at a meeting, 
checks to be made payable to Bay 
Colony Historic Modelers. 

Speaking of things sneaking up on you, 
every year in May I send out letters to our 
regular crew of vendors inviting them to 
join us for Baycon. So here I am at the 
end of May and the letters haven’t gone 
out yet, but they will over the next couple 
of weeks.

Food for thought! I recently had a 
conversation with some learned and 
skilled modelers and I broached the 
subject that in my opinion this is the 
‘Golden Age of Modeling’. There was 
some discussion, a couple felt that the 
‘Golden Age’ was when things were  

cheap a few decades ago. I made my 
argument; we have never had so many kits 
to pick from and the quality, engineering, 
and detail keeps getting better. Just stand 
up and announce what you want and 
somebody is producing it. There have never 
been so many detail sets, decals, resin 
parts, finishing products, and paints 
available. Based on my argument another 
suggested that the best is yet to come, the 
‘Golden Age’ is in the future. Here I 
disagree. Much like our WW2 vets we are 
starting to lose modelers and we are not 
replacing them with younger modelers. (I 
think there will always be modelers, just not 
as many.) As our numbers drop and our 
buying power decreases the manufactures 
will decrease their production. Not to 
mention, many of the manufactures are the 
aging modelers I mentioned above. The 
‘Golden Age’ of hobby shops has already 
passed. In the long run I hope I’m wrong, 
but in the meantime enjoy our ‘Golden Age’. 
 Your comments welcome.

I have received advanced notice that we will 
be invited to display at the National Heritage 
Museum in Lexington on the Oct. 1 – 2nd 
weekend, (I believe this to be correct). This 
display was last done two years ago and 
was perceived to be a success. That said, it 
is my understanding that table space is 
limited. Our space may be less than a full 
table. I have been told that they are trying to 
attract notable ‘Masters’ such as Bill Horan 
and are offering them prime space. The 
organizers are also trying to get ‘how to’ 
displays. What this all means is that we may 
not have an ‘open call’ for modelers and 
models. We may request that specific 
modelers bring specific pieces to give us a 
well rounded display. More on this as it 
develops.

The Southern Maine Scale Modelers sent 
us a letter thanking us for our participation 
at their show in March and for our trophy 
sponsorship. From the reports I’ve heard I 
believe our guys enjoyed themselves at 

  

   From The Bridge
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their show. Our thanks to the SMSM and 
we hope they will allow us to return next 
year.

I received my April issue of Model Cars 
magazine and did a double take. The 
cover said ‘Model Cars’ but it was in the 
colors of Scale Auto, their main 
competition. (April Fools?) Ok, gave me 
a chuckle, but now I’m wondering what 
else in the magazine is just for laughs? 
The July 2011 issue of Fine Scale 
strikes me a one of their best. In their 
‘Spotlight’ section Aaron Skinner 
‘Highlights’ 5 items. Amongst them is 
ParaGrafix Modeling Systems. This is a 
local company producing etched brass 
and resin detail sets for Sci-Fi models 
and modelers. We run into the owner 
and ‘fabrication dept.’ at Harry’s Hobbies 
quite often. The headline item is the new 
Eduard 1/48 MiG-21MF. According to 
Aaron, “Eduard’s MiG marks the 
pinnacle of plastic kit manufacturing.” 
The kit comes with etched brass, 
masks, and Cartograf decals with 
markings for six different aircraft. It 
comes with options to use plastic or 
metal parts and some unused parts 
which would indicate other variants to 
come. Revell has re-released the 
Renwal Blueprint Models 8” Self-
Propelled Howitzer, in 1/32. It’s on 
shelves now. I believe this to be an M-
55. An ad in the magazine promises the 
Atomic Cannon, (M-65), another in the 
Renwal Blueprint Models series. Having 
built a number of the Renwal models 
when I was a kid they did bring me a lot 
of enjoyment. I especially remember the 
sprung suspensions and opening 
hatches, but I cannot vouch for their 
accuracy. Any info on that? Dragon has 
re-released their M2A1 105mm Howitzer 
but this time with a USMC crew. I did 
acquire one of these. The gun is

gorgeous. My disappointment is that the kit 
supplies markings for six different guns, all 
from Iwo Jima, and four of them are US 
Army. Roden has released another WW1 
British armored car. There is a review of 
the Wingnuts Wings 1/32 Gotha IV. This kit 
as you can imagine is huge. It includes 458 
parts and a 29” long top wing. The reviewer 
sings high praise for this kit and Wingnuts 
in general. He does fault them for 
numerous sink marks in the interior where 
they are visible and poor fit of the bomb 
halves. The review of the Dragon 1/350 
USS Independence CVL-22 is another 
review full of superlatives. The reviewer, 
Charlie Scardon, keeps noting the high 
quality of the slide molded detail. Even the 
20mm ammo drums get mentioned. As can 
be expected, Charlie condemns the 
Dragon instructions noting many of the 
mistakes in them including not listing some 
parts that need to be installed. Charlie 
notes at the end of the review that he spent 
“38 hours building it, and probably 20 more 
being frustrated by the instructions”. And to 
top it off Jim Zeske reviews the Revell 
Germany 1/32 Arado Ar 196A-3 giving it a 
number of thumbs up. I’ve seen Bill Collins 
built up version and can tell you it’s 
impressive. Jim rates this kit as an 
“extremely good value”.

BayCon is Sunday November 6th at the So. 
Attleboro Knights of Columbus. We are still 
looking for a solution to our lack of kitchen 
problem. We are open to suggestions to 
resolve this. 

I announced at the May meeting that I 
have a couple sample kits that IPMS sent 
to us back when we were trying to get our 
‘Make and Take’ program going. They were 
inappropriate for our needs at the time. All 
require glue, no snap tites. If you have a 
younger modeler you would like to 
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    Support Your Local 
         Hobby Shops

encourage, son or daughter, grandchild, 
nephew, niece, neighborhood kid, the 
following kits are available, (one of each) 
King Kong, Godzilla, and Bat Cycle. 
Please let me know.

Last issue I asked six questions. It was my 
hope that one or two would ring a bell with 
the members and they would write a 
paragraph or two and submit to Bob 
Magina for future publication. In 
conjunction with question 4, I should have 
asked What Movie influenced your model 
building? The original 6 are reprinted here.

1. What kit, currently available, would 
you like to build but don’t own, (yet)? 
(Waiting for it to go on sale, too difficult, 
etc. ?)
2. What kit would you like to build that 
is outside your normal subject matter, but 
haven’t?
3. What tool do you own that you wish 
you had found earlier?
4. What book influenced your model 
building? (‘Sink the Bismarck’, ‘Duel of 
Eagles’, ‘God is My Co-pilot’, ‘Black Cats’, 
‘The Longest Day’, ‘A Bridge Too Far’ ?)
5. What kit no longer available would 
you like to see brought back?
6. What kit do you own that most likely 
you will never build?

God bless America! Pray for our 
servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net 

U.S. Military Weapons
By John Nickerson

M-1 Garand

Six million M-1s were manufactured 
between 1936 and 1957 at a cost of $85 
per unit. It was the standard issue weapon 
of US forces in World War 2. It fired a 30-
06 Springfield round (7.62 x 63mm), stored 
in an eight round “en bloc” clip internal 
magazine, with an effective range of 440 
yards. Some were manufactured for the 
Navy and chamber the 308 Winchester 
(7.62 x 51mm NATO). Weight was 9.5 to 
11.6 lbs.

By comparison, the M-1 Carbine fired .30 
Cal. Carbine, weighed 5.2 lbs., and cost 
$45 per unit.

M-14

The M-14 was the replacement for the M-1 
Garand. Some 1.5 million have been 
manufactured since 1957 at a unit cost of 
$104. The detachable box magazine holds 
20 rounds of 308 Winchester ball (7.62 x 
51mm NATO) that has an effective range 
of 500 yards. Weight – 11.5 lbs.

The M-14 is still in use by US forces and is 
the standard issue weapon of the 1st Bttn. 
3rd US Infantry Rgmt. (The Old Guard).
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This month’s meeting, June 2011, was held at the 
Gisettos home and the theme was-“the 43rd 
birthday of the BCHMA”.

A large birthday cake and many specialty foods, 
which were cooked by famous chefs around the 
world, were flown in especially for this event. The 
cake was decorated with club colors dark and light 
blue and surmounted by a specially designed badge 
produced just for this event. Some of the foods 
available were: Romulan Ale, Bette Boops Special 
Blend Brownies, Hermans Hermites, Cheesy 
Wonder Cheese Balls Supreme, Brazilian dark 
roast coffee, Chippies Chips, and Soda Supreme. 

C:\Users\John\Desktop\100_2819-2.jpg
Items from the early years, 1968-1970s, were on 
display. John Nickerson his first ever figure model 
on a small base-a small base with two figures he 
had entered at an early Noreast Con-a Me-109 in 
1/72 scale completed early in his modeling career, 
Joe McDonald with two 1/72 scale civilian aircraft 
that looked as good as the day he built them back 
in the 1970s and John Gisetto with a group of three 
vintage aircraft in their original boxes-plus a 
variety of instruction sheets from long ago built 
models built by him.

The highlight of the afternoon was the presentation 
of numerous awards. Each person who responded 
with an RSVP, upon arrival, was presented with a 
pair of pin back wings to commemorate this event. 
Others who had not sent an RSVP were presented 
the same basic wing minus the three stars.

Everyone present was the recipient of an 
appropriate award. The first ever “Grand Order of 
the Sanding Stick “was awarded to Johnny Mac, 
John Nickerson a large Gold star on ribbon for his 
first 25 years as club president, Older Than Dirt 
medals to: Ray Laskorski- Bill Collins-Hal 
Marshman, Car Guy medals to: Gill Costa-Kevin 
Colburn-Norm Robbie, the “Official Club Critic” 
badge to Frank Knight, newest member present-Joe 
Russum received a copy of the club history and 

everyone present received a “Modelers Rocking 
Chair Society” membership card (all joke award of 
course).

The real highlight of the day was the presentation of 
a life membership. This is just the second such 
award presented in the 43 year history of our club. 
Mr. Hal Marshman Sr. was the proud recipient of 
this honor.

All in all everyone in attendance had a great time 
with much joking and laughter prevailing. I can 
hardly wait for the 45th!!
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        Support Your Local Hobby Shops
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday 
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  The meetings 
take place at selected members houses. Look at the 
Battlewagon or the club website for locatiion and 
directions.  Guests are always welcome.  Membership is 
$10.00 per year. Members and guests are encourged to 
bring completed models or works in progress for display 
and discussion.

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All 
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA 
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome, 
and may be published at the discretion of the editor. All 
material is subject to editing. There is no payment for 
articles.

IPMS Bay Colony 
Historical Modelers
12 Garrison Drive
Plainville, MA  02762

phone: (508)-695-7754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

2010 - 2011 Club Dues
If you have not already done 
so, please renew your dues 
for the coming 2010-2011 
membership year.  Dues are 
still $10. Please remit your 
dues to John Nickerson at a 
meeting or send it to him at 
18 Stone Street, RFD #2, 
Middleboro, MA 02346



SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA  02703

     Models  - Trains  -   Paints -  Rockets  -  RC
                        - Hobby Supplies -
10-6 Daily            10-5 Sat           Closed Sundays

- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

  
IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
12 Garrison Drive
Plainville, MA  02762




