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In the Box Review
Academy Me262-1/2 “Last Ace” Special Edition 1/72 scale kit no. 12542
By John Nickerson
The kit is not new but the boxing is. Reading the box we find that there are Cartograf decals for 5
schemes and that you can build the A-1a fighter version or the A-2a bomber version. It is rated as skill
level 4 kit.
Opening the box we find a fold out instruction sheet and a decal placement painting guide, a decal
sheet, two clear plastic bags, one with two sprues and one with three. The parts appear crisp, well cast,
grey Academy plastic, with minimal flash.
The painting & decal placement guide is a large fold out sheet printed in black and white. One side is a
‘to-scale’ 4 view showing common markings and stenciling (swastika not included). The opposite side
shows 5 schemes in grey scale. The first two are fighters and are 3 views. The last 3 are one or two
views, schemes 4 & 5 are A-2a bomber versions. Inverted black triangles with white numbers are used
to indicate color used and are to be cross-referenced with a table in the instructions, (more on that
later). Each scheme has 3 shaded, rectangular boxes with an adjacent color triangle next to each. They
are 11, 12, & 13 in all 5 schemes. Scheme 1 they call ‘blank 4’ from Kommando Nowothy, Sept. 1944.
We would call it white 4. This is the featured scheme from the box art. Scheme 2 is Obstlt. Heintz Bar,
white 17, no unit listed. Scheme 3 is Adolf Galland’s white 3 from JV 44. Schemes 4 & 5 are KG 51
machines. This is where I have my first problem with the kit. The kit is titled “Last Ace” but there is
zero info in the kit about aces. Both Galland and Bar were aces, Galland with 103 vics. and Bar was the
8th highest scoring ace in the world with 221 credited vics. Both had maintained ace status for some
time. There is no indication that white 4 was suspected of being flown by an ace and the bomber
aircraft most likely were not. The next problem I have with this sheet is the primary color schemes
using 11, 12 & 13 as the primary colors in each camo scheme. The fighter aircraft, I suspect, are all
splinter schemes, where they vary is in the location of the demarcation line between the underside color
and top colors and size and amount of splotching on the sides. Scheme 4 has large topside blotches
with spaghetti squiggle over. My guess is that at least one of the colors on this aircraft should be
different. Scheme 5 is small splotches over a base color. I suspect this scheme uses different colors than
what is shown.
The instruction booklet is a tri-fold fold-out, giving you 8 letter sized panels. Page 1 is the cover page.
It shows a profile of white 4, a section of warnings and cautions in 5 languages, 12 icons, (these are a
circle with a black band thru the center and a word or direction in English), most are self-explanatory,
and a Korean translation below. As a sample, cut, cement, opt, Ver.1. At the bottom of the page is a
paint color spreadsheet. The top row across the table reads “Main Color – 8 (in a black triangle),
Yellow RLM04 – 11 Brown Violet RLM81 – 12 Light Green RLM 82”, with Korean translation.
Below that is the spreadsheet with the leftmost column having the black triangles numbered 1 thru 12
with a color description such as 1 is Black. This is followed by 11 columns giving equivalent color
numbers for 6 paint lines and their enamel/acrylic variations, including Humbrol, Model Master, and
Vallejo. This is where I have my main problem with this kit. If you are experienced in Luftwaffe
aircraft you can probably figure this out, but if not, you may be led down the wrong path. In this table
color 11 is listed as Light Blue RLM76 and color 12 as Brown Violet RLM81. This differs from the
table header 11 and 12. I suspect the

Page 3

table column is correct. Also, nowhere is 13 listed. Remember 11, 12 & 13 from the painting guide. I
suspect 13 should be Light Green RLM82 that is listed in the table header as color 12.
Continuing with the instructions, page 8 shows the sprue layout. Sprue A, B and C all have parts, 2
halves, for tail assemblies. There is a note Parts C1, C2, C3, and C4 are not to be used. C1 and C2 are
tail halves. Pages 2 thru 7 show the 12 steps of construction along with color triangles for interior and
extraneous components. Where there are options, such as the gun compartment cover, it indicates
which scheme uses which part. In this case the fighter, ver. 1, 2, and 3 use part B30, while ver. 4 & 5
use D3.
Steps 1 & 2 assemble the forward fuselage. Step 3 is the cockpit assembly, and step 4 installs the
cockpit in the fuselage. Step 5 is the tail assembly. There are two options here, one is for the fighter
version (3), and the other is for the bomber (2). Once assembled it is installed. Step 6 assembles the
wings and step 7 installs them. Step 8 is the engine assembly. Step 9 is the landing gear.
Step 10 is the underwing/under nose stores. The kit has rocket tubes (Werfer-Granate 21), underwing
rocket racks (R4M), and bombs available. Most of these are optional, none are shown on the
painting/decal profiles. The instructions call for the bombs to be used on versions 4 & 5. If you intend
to use the R4M racks you need open the holes in the wing back in step 6. The instructions show the
holes as optional with no explanation.
Step 11 is for finishing the cockpit and canopy. Step 12 installs the pitot tubes.
The decal sheet is nothing spectacular. Most of the markings on these aircraft were very simple, not a
lot of color. There are 12 black ‘question marks’ on one end. I suspect so you can build a swastika on
each side of the tail if you wish. As of yet I haven’t figured out the pattern, and there is no diagram. Oh,
I got it, two make one.
Examining the parts I see nothing alarming. There are numerous ejection pin marks, but these seem to
be in concealed areas, and well thought out. I like the fact that all of the weapon choices are included. I
think it will build a decent model with little trouble. That said, there are a number of caution markers
throughout the instructions as warnings to beware of possible problems. No doubt the cause of the skill
level 4 rating. There is room for some detailing. My disappointment is in the packaging, the ‘Last Ace’
moniker implying something special that I didn’t find in the box. There may be a reason, besides trying
to get your money, for the title, but they need to spell it out, and it’s just not there. The standard kit is
less expensive, possibly even after adding aftermarket decals. Therefore, I give it 3 ½ thumbs-up on the
Del Stator scale.
John Nickerson
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FROM THE BRIDGE
The President's Column
We are now beginning our 49th (2017 – 2018) membership year. Next year, 2018 -2019, will be our 50th
year! The membership fee is still only $10 per year and we accept advanced payment if you wish to
get ahead on your membership. There is also a family membership plan. You can catch me at a
meeting or send your payments to me by mail, checks to be made payable to Bay Colony Historic
Modelers.
To the best of my knowledge, Joe McDonald is home, but as of yet, is not receiving visitors.
The bylaws have been updated and posted to the website. You can vote to accept or reject them. The
ballot box is open for the month of June. There will be a ballot box at the June meeting at Steve
Kwasny’s. Additional voting instructions are posted on the Forum and elsewhere in this issue.
The first meeting of what became the Bay Colony Historical Modelers Association (us guys), took
place on March 9, 1968. Bill Risho was the host, establishing the tradition of the meeting being hosted
in member’s homes. The concept of the club came from Jerry McCosker. He was the guy that
originally contacted IPMS for a list of members in the area, set up the first meeting, and sent out the
invitations.
So the 50th anniversary of our first meeting will be March 9, 2018, towards the end of this now current,
membership year. Because of how we have decided to commemorate our first year of existence, the
majority of that year would be in the 2018 – 2019 membership year. Did that clear it up? Time is
passing quickly and we need to get planning to put things in motion. We put the question on the forum,
as a poll, about having a special celebration to honor our 50th year. With careful reading, we have a
two way tie, with 3 votes each for holding it at a regular Saturday afternoon meeting, and having it potluck or catered. (The poll is still up on the Forum, if you wish to see it, but the voting is closed.) We
need to expect to have a couple extra members turn up that day, so if someone would like to host that
meeting we need to know, so we can start planning.
Another poll we took had to do with special theme awards for Baycon 2018. The two leaders were:
Items related to 50, and 1968 was the runner up. (I was hoping for the 50 year old kit!) So for those
looking for a head start, anything related to the number 50, such as a B-50, a 50 cal. MG, an M-50,
etc. Also anything related to 1968. A ’68 Mustang for example.
We are also planning to get new shirts, hats, and possibly mugs, with a 50 year anniversary logo. The
board has focused most of its energy over the last year on getting the bylaws done, but we will change
our focus and finalize the design, hopefully soon. That said we still have some of the old shirts in blue
and in the off white with blue collar. There may be one or two XL left and a few L.
As you probably realize, Hal was a prolific writer, almost every issue of The Battlewagon had a kit
review, book review, or commentary that he penned. That’s going to be a tough void to fill. I hope to
convince a few of you to attempt to do that. I don’t expect any one person to fill this gap alone. I think
that would be a major undertaking for someone. But if we could get six people to write one review a
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year. That would fill the void. If you are unsure of how to write a review, take a look at some of the
back issues and use them as samples. Bob Magina, John Gisetto, and I all have experience at writing
and would be glad to discuss the process with you. I think any of us would be willing to review your
work before submitting it, if you wished. You could also start small buy writing a few fillers just to get
the hang of writing for submission. A filler could be anything, a tip, a commentary, an observation, or a
piece of history. For that fact, my column is normally just a collection of fillers. A bunch of individual
thoughts or comments, each forming a paragraph. Some possible subjects would be: your first kit,
your first time using an airbrush, a collection you would like to build, your kit wish list, the kit you wish
a second chance with, or the KIT YOU WISH YOU NEVER BUILT! As you can tell there are an
unlimited number of possible subjects. So please give it some thought and then put it to pen. One last
thought on this, if you use something from another source you must give credit. In other words, if you
try a tip you see in Fine Scale, and like it and write about it, you must make note of the source and
give credit. It could be just a simple statement as, I found this tip in Fine Scale Magazine. Best of luck.
At this time of year, in this issue, I normally mention my father, and the fact that he was bobbing
around in the English Channel in 1944, waiting to go ashore on Juno Beach. I tend to mention it
because it’s personal to me and I tend not to mention the Battle of Midway. June 4 thru 7, 1942 was
when the battle was fought. 75 years ago, what may be the greatest naval aviation battle of all time
was fought. Although some land based aircraft were involved, from Midway, the majority of the fighting
was carried out by the pilots of the Imperial Japanese Navy and the US Navy. The ships involved
fought defensively with anti-aircraft guns, the larger ships, with larger guns never fired a shot at each
other. Submarines did play a roll. The Japanese Naval Air arm was broken that day. Arguably the best
pilots in the world were defeated, 4 Japanese carriers sunk, and those all-important aircrews went
down with them or perished in the sea when they had no place to land. Many that went into the sea,
bobbed there, as their fleet hurried from the area, not stopping to pick them up. It was a major
intelligence coup for our military, allowing us to set the trap.
There are a lot of historical dates in June, you can pick almost any day and find something significant
passed on that date. On June 5th 1944, the Allied invasion of France begins with glider forces landing
followed by paratroopers. It’s also the day that Allied forces enter Rome, an event of great importance
but quickly becomes overshadowed. June 6, 73 years ago the greatest naval invasion of all time takes
place. We now call it D-Day. On June 18, 1815, 202 years ago, the Battle of Waterloo is fought.
British, Prussian, and Dutch-Belgian forces combine to crush Napoleon’s return to power and his 100
day campaign. Closer to home, June 14, 1775, a ring of colonial forces is closing around Boston. In
Philadelphia, George Washington is selected to be Commander-in-Chief of the armies of the United
Colonies. This is considered to be, and is the accepted date of the birth of the US Army.
Going back to Midway, this was a turning point, although there was a lot of fighting yet to be done. The
time line and the evidence it presents amazes me. Dec. 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor is attacked and we go
to war. The Philippines are attacked, Hong Kong falls, along with Singapore, the Dutch East Indies,
Wake Island, Gilbert Islands, and Guam, the Japanese are expanding their sphere of influence rapidly
across the Pacific. The Japanese simultaneously invade the New Britain Island and New Guinea in
January, occupy the Solomon Islands, in an attempt to isolate Australia. Bataan surrenders on April 9,
Doolittle bombs Tokyo April 18, and Corregidor falls on May 6. May 4 thru 8 the Battle of the Coral
Sea, the first battle fought by naval forces where ships of neither side sight or fire on each other, and
is fought by the fleet’s air arms. It ends as a Japanese victory, the US losing the Lexington, Yorktown
damaged, but it is a strategic victory for the Americans. The light carrier Shoho sunk and fleet carrier
Shokaku damaged, air cover for the Port Moresby invasion fleet gone, the invasion fleet was recalled.
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On June 3, the Japanese invade the Aleutian Islands, taking Attu and Kiska. This is a strategic move,
but also a decoy to try to draw US naval forces away from Midway. The American carriers are waiting
for the main Japanese force and what is to become the Battle of Midway, June 4 thru 7, 1942. The
loss of the Japanese carriers allows us to open the Solomon Campaign in August.
On the Airfix front, I’ve obtained a B-17G. I have also received the latest issue of Fine Scale and read
the review there. It is a B-17G with the staggered waist gunner positions. There is a lot of stuff in the
box, 242 parts. According to the review, it is not as detailed as the latest Revell kit, I don’t know. The
engineering at Airfix has become very precise. A little paint on mating surfaces can cause parts not to
fit. I have run into this. The review points out that there are parts in the kit that are not used, indicating
that this kit will be put out in different variations, most likely a British version.
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson

bchmaprez@verizon.net

K-100 Kennworth Tractor by Pat McColgen
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Up Scope
Jul 8th Meeting

Aug 12th Meeting

Bob Magina
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
508-695-7754

Bill Collins
113 Powderhorn Drive
Taunton, MA 02780
Directions:

Directions:

Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton. Go
Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14B (Rte 1 – North right or left on Norton Street. Take a left at first
Attleboro). Go through the lights, heading towards fork,
North Attleboro on Rte 1. ( Pass Boston Tropical then a right at the second fork. Take first right
Garden at lights) Go to next light, intersection of
and follow along to house #113.
Rte 106 and Rte 1 – go right onto Rte 106
towards Plainville center. (Convenience Store at
lights). Go to bottom of hill at the light take a
Contact Bob Magina
right onto Rte 1A. Go past the Plainville Police
and Fire on your right. Take right onto Sharlene
508-695-7754
Lane – Willow Lane is the first right – I am on the
corner of Willow Lane and Maple Terrace – #71
Look for my White Toyota Rav in the driveway –
I would like to ask everyone to please park along
Sharlene Lane and walk down Willow Lane to my
Condo – I am very close to Sharlene Lane. Thank
you for parking there and making the short walk.

Spitfire Mk II by Chris Libucha

Me 109G-10 by Bill Collins
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Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550
Store Hours:
Mon-Fri
Sat.
Sun.

10am – 7pm
9am – 5pm
12pm - 4pm

Contact Info. Email:
paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com Website:
www.darlingtonhobbies.com Were willing to
give your model club discounts. 30% off ordered items. (must be prepaid) 20% off in stock items.
(paints & supplies are 15%)
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In Range
Apr 8th Meeting – Pat McColgen

May 13th Meeting – Bob Don

1/16th K-100 Kentworth – Pat McColgen
1/72nd Spitfire Mk II – Chris Libucha
1/48th MIG 29 – Bill Collins
1/32nd Me 109G-10 – Bill Collins

1/35th King Tiger – Steve Kwasny
1/32nd Me 262-B1 – Bill Collins
1/72nd M21 Halftrack – Bob Don

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Ted Bunn
Kevin Colburn
Joe Russum
John Nickerson
John Gisetto Sr.
Chris Libucha
Gian Montecalvo

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Ray Rosario
Steve Kwasny
John Nickerson
Gian Montecalvo
Bob Don

Raffle:

Pat McColgen
Ted Conway
Paul Champigny
Kevin Conlon
Ray Rosario
Bill Collins
Bob Don

Joe Russum
John Gisetto Sr.
Kevin Colburn
Peter Jardim
Bill Collins

Raffle: 1/35th US Jeep – Bob Don
Micro Brushes – Gian Montecalvo
Tamiya Paint – Peter Jardim
Z-Blades – Kevin Colburn
Vallejo Putty – Joe Russum
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Gentlemen,
Voting for the new club bylaws is now open! And will be so for the month of June.
The link for the bylaws is on the home page of this website, should you need to review them or print
them out. John Gisetto has posted instructions for voting under the June Meeting thread. (Now listed
below).
Additional Instructions:
All members in good standing may vote once and only once. (Contrary to popular belief.)
If you mail in a vote please make a statement such as "Yes to accept the bylaws" or "No, I reject the
bylaws". That way we know what the vote is for. Please make sure that your name appears on the
return address on the envelope so we can check you off as voted. Your name does not need to be on the
vote itself. Any votes received without some form of identification will not be counted.
By Email, please use a statement as listed above. Please make sure your correct name appears on your
vote somewhere, so we can check it in. Nicknames and online presences are not acceptable. (FtrJock13
is not acceptable) Your name will be removed or redacted, once checked in.
Thank you.

Here are the instructions John posted in the Jun Meeting thread.
All currently, June 2017, registered Bay Colony club members are eligible to vote and may do so by:
•
•
•
•

Attend the June meeting and vote in person. (A ballot box and ballots will be available.)
E-mail your vote in to any board member.
Mail your vote in by U. S. Mail to any board member.
A ballot box will be available at the home of John Gisetto you may stop by and vote there.

Note: No-No telephone calls to vote can or will be accepted.
A YES vote will pass, enact the new by-laws and place them into effect.
A NO vote will not pass nor enact the new by-laws or place them into effect.
Your Executive Board has made the voting process as easy and accessible for you as possible, so please
make every effort vote.
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for locatiion and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical
Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is subject
to editing. There is no payment for articles.

2016 - 2017 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2015-2016 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to
John Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

