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Recon
Annual Model Kit & Die Cast Exhibition Mar 20, 2016, Holiday Inn, Taunton, MA
Contact, Stu Marcus at 603-382-9724 or
marcus_stuart@yahoo.com
Valleycon 26 - Apr 3, 2016, Knights of
Columbus, Chicopee, MA Contact, Al
Lafleche 413-306-1270 or
ajlafleche@comcast.net,
www.wwmodelclub.org
Downeastcon 2016 - Apr 03, 2016,
Thorton Academy, Saco Maine Contact,
Dave Osborne 207-985-8106
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CAN/AM Con - Apr 23, 2016, Holiday Inn,
Plattsburgh, NY Contact, Frank Baehre
518-561-4265 or
frankandsandyb@verizon.net

Noreastcon 45 - Apr 29-30,2016,
Museum of American Armor, Old
Bethpage, NY Contact, Robert taurleo@optonline.net or www.lismsipms.org
Baycon 2016 - Nov 6, 2016, Elks Hall
326 Farnum Pike Smithfield, RI Contact,
Robert Magina 508-695-7754 or
treadhead@comcast.net

2015  2016 Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 2015-2016 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club as
well.
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My First Kit
I don’t remember the manufacturer, or the
box, but I do remember the dark blue plastic
of that Grumman F9F Panther. It’s the blue
plastic that makes me think it was the Aurora
kit. I remember the head and shoulders of
the pilot sticking up out of a blanked off
cockpit, typical of that era. The first tank I
built was the Aurora Panther. I’m not sure of
the first ship. There are three or four
possibilities.

Martin Marietta X24A

John Nickerson

Research Aircraft
By Robert Magina
The following photos are of a some of the
collection at the National Museum of the US
Air Force in Dayton, Ohio, in their R & D
Gallery.
McDonnell XF85 Goblin

Fisher P-75A Eagle
Northrop X4 Bantam
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Avro Canada VZ9AV Avrocar

Bell XV3

American Helicopter Company XH26 Jet
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Hawker Siddeley XV6A Kestrel

North American X15A2

Bell X5

From The Bridge

The President's Column
We are now in our 47th (2015 – 2016)
membership year. The membership fee is
still only $10 per year and we accept
advanced payment if you wish to get ahead
on your membership. There is also a family
membership plan. You can catch me at a
meeting or send your payments to me by
mail, checks to be made payable to Bay
Colony Historic Modelers.
It’s February. Bob will be putting together
the flyer of the 2016 show, if he hasn’t
started already. If you would like to
sponsor a special award or challenge, you
need to let us know soon, so we can get it
into the flyer. It seems there are some
modelers that don’t like it if you have
awards that aren’t announced in advance.
You do need to check with me before we
can accept it, though. I will review you
proposal, to make sure it doesn’t overlap
existing awards, and how you intend to
have it judged.
Our IPMS charter renewal has been
accepted.
We have a date for BayCon 2016, it’s
Sunday Nov. 6.
Every year at BayCon, it has become
tradition to have a raffle. We seed the
raffle with a few new kits and tools, and
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then hope for donations, both from our
membership and from the vendors, to give
us the prizes that people buy tickets for. It
helps entertain the visitors and hopefully
generates us some income. We hope that
what we spend money on will attract
enough attention to generate ticket sales to
recoup what we spent. For our first few
years, almost all of the models were
donated, so most of the take was profit.
Over the years the profit has dropped off
as we spent more to seed the raffle. The
last few years we have taken a loss. This
past year we spent $183 to take in $159,
our worst year ever. This is due to a
number of reasons. One, as you can
imagine, is the cost of the kits today. In
the past few years, as you have probably
experienced, the cost of kits has
skyrocketed. Any new armor kit is $70 and
due north, a lot of the latest releases are
around $90. New 1/48 aircraft are
hovering above $60, with some pleasant
exceptions. Any 1/32 aircraft is $100 or
more. The more popular ship kits are north
of $100, closer to $150. Car kits are the
best buy. Recently, domestic car kits
jumped from $20 – 25 to $25 -30. Foreign
car kits such as Fujimi or Hasegawa are
easily $60 – 70, sans engine. Not that
good of a deal. It wasn’t that long ago
that I could purchase six relevant kits for
around $100, today it’s a struggle to find
six kits for under $200. Another problem
was lack of donations. We had very few. I
think we can count the number of
members that donated kits on one hand
with a couple fingers still folded down. We
pull tickets in rounds. This year all of the
new kits were gone in the first round, so
ticket sales pretty much stopped at that
point. We did receive some additional
donations after that but I don’t know if
that helped sales. Another reason is kids,
or the lack of them. Kids have always been
a good source of income, parents give
them a couple bucks to buy tickets, it

helps keep them entertained. There are fewer
kids coming to the show. This could be for
numerous reasons and I don’t have room to
go into that here. I also think the economy
has had an impact. I know that many people,
members and non-members alike, would
spend $5 for tickets, just to support the club.
I don’t think that happens any more. We had
75 entrants and more than 125 paid
admissions this year. If every one of them
bought $2 in raffle tickets, that would have
given us $400, or more that $200 in profit
from the raffle.

effort. Get them to us, such as at a meeting,
and John will store them for the show.
Donated kits should be complete and unbuilt.
If there is a problem with the kit, such as the
decals are missing, or possibly the
instructions, or maybe it’s been started, this
should be noted on a postit on the front of
the kit. This allows the winner to make an
informed choice.

I can imagine that some of you are asking,
do we have to buy new, or the latest kits, for
the raffle? The best answer I can give is yes,
and no. Some of the kits we buy have to
have a hook, no, not carrier borne aircraft,
but a reason for people to shell out money
for tickets. New, is always good, scarce is
another good one, out of production works
too. A couple of years ago I donated a 20
year old Matchbox Gladiator kit, figuring it
would be good for some kid. A couple guys
bought extra tickets in a battle to get that
kit. That being said, run of the mill kits are
fillers, they add to the prizes, and yes they
are needed, but no one will buy extra tickets
to win one. In the past we have bought from
members collections when a good deal can be
made, and I have purchased from show
vendors at various shows, again when it’s a
good deal. For an example, it must be 10
years ago at the Maine show, but a guy was
selling Dragon and Italeri armor kits for $10
to $15 each. I bought a few for the raffle. I
search year round for deals on kits and tools
and stockpile them for the show raffle, our
meeting raffles and the annual Holiday raffle.
If you know of a deal out there let me know,
we will consider buying for the club.

Give kits to kids! Every one of my columns
ends with those words. We complain that
there is no new blood coming into the hobby,
and unless we expose children to the joy of
model building, they will never return to the
hobby as they get older. I know there is a lot
of competition for their time. Most people
suggest electronic gaming is the culprit, but I
think Legos are the real deterrent. That and
cell phones. In my day, and maybe yours,
almost every store had model kits. The corner
drug store, the mom and pop grocer, the local
smoke and news, and all of the discount
department stores, not to mention the
neighborhood hobby shop. The mom and pop
grocers are long gone. The corner drug is
replaced by CVS and their now big box
competitors. Almost all of the discount
department stores are gone, except Kmart
and Wally World, and they used to carry kits.
And I’m sure you know the story of the
neighborhood hobby shop. When we were
doing make and takes, I was surprised to find
kids that had no clue as to what a model was.
I also understand that I can’t expect a kid to
save up $40  $50  $60 for a model kit. So if
you have children, grandchildren, nephews,
etc. and are willing to sit and build with
them, to get them started in the hobby, and
need kits, please let us know We might be
able to help out. There are a few of us that
are looking for a way to thin our collections.

So, to my point kit donations, if you have
some kits you would consider donating, we
will accept them year round. John Gisetto has
volunteered to be the front man for this

All that said, if you know of a collection of
kits being sold off, please let us know. We
have purchased portions of collections before.
We use some of the kits for raffles, but we
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have also sold to the membership, either as a sale,
passing on the savings, or auctioned off the kits.
Please note that we intend to cherry pick. We have
neither the funds to purchase whole collections,
nor the room to store them.
At a recent visit to Harry’s, we ran into Vic
Laskorski. Vic said his dad, Ray, is doing well, goes
to the gym three days a week, but he is not
building any more. His eyesight is not what it used
to be. Vic said he wants to try to get Ray to a
meeting soon. Vic also stated that his dad is
approaching 90!
Do you build for the challenges? The Kwasny
Challenge, this year, is WW1 stuff. Being in the
100 year anniversary range of WW1, there is a
bucket of stuff available and much of it is new.
There has been a flood of WW1 tanks and artillery,
lately. There are an abundance of WW1 aircraft
kits, a few of them are new, including a couple
from Airfix. And there are even some ships
available. My point here is you can’t use lack of
subject matter for not entering this year.
Airfix sent me an email announcing the release of
their new 1/72 scale Avro Shackleton. (MSRP
$50) I also received a video review of the
Shackleton from Fine Scale that said a lot of nice
things about the kit. The Shackleton was used for
ASW and search and rescue missions. It was the
last of the Avro Lancaster line. Airfix already has a
Lancaster Mk I/III, and a Dambuster variant
available, along with a Mk II. All new toolings. The
Mk II was the radial engined version instead of the
Rolls Royce Merlins that powered the Mk I and III.
Build a couple of those and you’re on your way to
a collection. Revell Germany also has a nice
Lancaster Mk I/III kit as well as a Dambuster
variant. But I have to wonder, with the Mk I/III,
Mk II, Dambuster, and now the Shackleton, could
there be a Lincoln or Manchester in the works, at
Airfix?
Squadron sent me an email announcing 20 new
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Kitty Hawk, Meng and Talkom kits. Amongst
them are the Kittyhawk 1/32 Kingfisher,
(MSRP $99.99), Meng 1/48 Me 410 B2,
(MSRP $90), and Talkom 1/35 Mk. I Male
and Female versions. Also from Meng is a
1/72 F106A Delta Dart. (MSRP $58)
Finally, (fingers crossed), a decent F106.
Well, not so fast, grasshopper. Seems there is
also a resin parts kit for the cockpit &
electronics compartment for an additional
$27, and a wheel well and exhaust nozzles
set for another $27. Both by Meng. So the
$58 F106 has just increased to $112. For a
1/72 F106?. Just a note, I’ve listed the
MSRP that Squadron lists and Squadron is
offering discounts on all the kits I
mentioned.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

WANTED
Our annual BayCon show is in need of a
Raffle Chairman. This is a vital and
important position that is needed to help
streamline the operation of BayCon. The
Raffle Chairman would be responsible for:
Acquiring items for the show raffle.
Selling raffle tickets.
Drawing tickets and announcing winning
ticket numbers
After the show, reporting on monies earned
and overall function of the raffle.
This position is open to any club member,
male or female over the age of 18. If you
are interested in learning more or applying
please contact: John J. Gisetto Sr. at 508947-1546, jgisetto@comcast.net or stop by
his home and chat about this most
important position.

Up Scope:
March 9th 2016 Meeting

April 9th 2016 Meeting

Pat McColgen
96 Rawlinson Drive
Coventry, RI 02816

Gil Costa
513 Bullock Street
Fall River, MA 02720

Contact:
Pat McColgan
8604556585

Contact: Gil Costa
774-451-3236

Directions:
Travel South on I 95 to exit 7 and take right
off the exit. At the second light (Cumberland
Farms) take a left onto Arnold Rd and
continue to the intersection of Rt 3/Tiogue
Avenue. Take a right onto Rt 3/Tiogue ave.
After passing Nino’s on the right, continue up
over the hill to the sixth street on the right.
Take a right onto Rawlinson Dr continue to
the four way intersection. Our house is on
the corner of East Shore Drive and Rawlinson
drive and is the biege ranch. Please park
along East Shore Drive and enter from the
garage side into the back yard.
Any questions you can call 8604556585.
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Directions
From points north: Take Rt. 24 south to
“Eastern Ave./President Ave.” exit;
continue to rotary and take second right
off same. You will now be on North
Eastern Ave. Continue on through one set
of lights until the next break in the
roadway island, this will be Bullock St..
Take a left and continue to #513 which is
on the right and is a gray stucco house
with tan trim.
From points West: Take Rt. #195 east to
Rt. #24 north. Take the “Eastern
Ave/President Ave” exit. Continue via
above directions.

Darlington Hobbies

Club Member E-Mails

379 Market St.

by Robert Magina

Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

To all members, I need to verify my e-mail
list for e-mailing the club newsletter. Could
you e-mail me your e-mail address at
treadhead@comcast.net. I am currently
getting a number of no delivery notices and
want to correct these.

Store Hours:

Sat.

9am - 5pm

Thanks

Sun.

12pm - 4pm

Mon-Fri

10am - 7pm

Bob

Contact Info.

Call for Articles for the Club
Newsletter

Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

by Robert Magina
I am getting to the point of running out
of material for the club newsletter.
Therefore, I am putting out the call to
all members to submit kit reviews, book
reviews, movie reviews, how to articles,
build articles......etc.
Thank you
Bob

Page 8

Were willing to give your model club
discounts. 30% off ordered items.
(must be prepaid) 20% off in stock
items.(paints & supplies are 15%)
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In Range:
December 12th Meeting  Chris Libucha

January 10th Meeting  Bill Collins

1/35th M1A2 TUSK Abrams  Peter Jardim
1/48th Ki4 E8 Dave  Bill Collins
1/48th Vought Flying Flapjack  Bill Collins
1/48th Ki 27 Nate  Joe Ravino

1/72nd Horton (WIP)  John Gisetto Sr.
1/350th USS New York  Bill Collins
1/32nd 503C King Fisher  Bill Collins
1/35th British Mk I Tank  Bill Collins
1/44th Gato (WIP)  Joe Ravino
1/76th CHI HA 97 Tank  Bob Don
1/35th Whippet (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th Mk IV Female (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/6th M1919A6 Machine Gun (WIP)  Hal
Marshman Sr.

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Bill Collins
Bob Don
Paul Champigny
John Nickerson
Chris Libucha
Hal Marshman Sr.
Kevin Colburn
Ted Bunn
Pat McColgen
Ed Rosario

Ray Rosario
Kevin Conlon
Gian Montecalvo
John Gisetto Jr.
Peter Jardim
Joe Ravino
Steve Kwasny
Joe Russum
John Gisetto Sr.
Craig Magina

Raffle:
Christmas Raffle  Gifts for all

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Bill Collins
Bob Don
Paul Champigny
John Nickerson
Chris Libucha
Hal Marshman Sr.
Kevin Colburn
Ted Bunn
John McCormick
Gil Costa

Ray Rosario
Kevin Conlon
Gian Montecalvo
John Gisetto Jr.
Peter Jardim
Joe Ravino
Steve Kwasny
Joe Russum
John Gisetto Sr.
Mike Kenney

Raffle:
1/48th J29  Gian Montecalvo
Sanding Stick  Mike Kenney
Squadron Putty  John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for locatiion and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per
year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for
display and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is
subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.

2015 - 2016 Club Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 2015-2016 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at a meeting
or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346
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71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

