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Sherman 105 Easy Eight
by Robert Magina

Well, as hard as I have tried not to start yet another
kit, I have started this one. I am bad. Noble
aspirations and all went by the wayside as I
removed the shrink wrap on this DML kit. Once it is
open you have to build it. That’s the rule according
to Kevin Conlon. He even will throw in a custom
base to get me to open it. Kevin really helps me
with my addiction. I must be upwards of 30 projects
started by now and I have some really cool bases
for them.
First look in the box reveals many, many parts.
Molding is superb as usual with DML. No flash
either. DML includes a turned aluminum barrel and
some PE. This kit also comes with rubber band
track made with that new rubber material that DML
is using instead of the usual individual links for
track. I am quite impressed with the detail on this
rubber track. They say it glues and paints with
ease. I guess I will find out.
My starting point is the bogies. Can I say wow!!! I
really mean wow!!! I have never seen this many
parts to a bogie assembly for a Sherman. Looks to
be some 20 plus parts per assembly, which by the
way this Sherman has six. After much time and
fretting I finished the six assemblies. I did not at this
time affix them to the lower hull as the tires for the
road wheels are separate and I wanted to paint
them first before adding them to the assemblies. If
you affix the bogie assemblies to the hull first
before painting you cannot fit the tires on. They
must be assembled prior to gluing the assembly to
the hull. I painted the lower hull, bogie assemblies,
and tires and then added the tires to the bogie
assemblies and then affixed them to the lower hull.
Don’t forget to remove a little off the paint from the
area that the bogie assemblies attach to provide a
better surface for your glue to adhere to.
On to the hull. The kit comes with a very nicely
detailed rear engine vent assembly. Yes it is a few
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parts but not many and looks real nice when
completed. The transmission cover and rear
panel were added next to complete the
assembly. The upper hull came next. My
problems with the kit instructions started here.
The two mounting plates for the front sprockets
are shown in the instructions sort of, but no
instruction on what parts to use. The kit because
it is a compilation of DML Shermans has two
sets of mounting plates and yes they are
different. I figured out which set to use by looking
at the instruction sheet to see what parts DML
grayed out for do not use.
Lift rings, bow machine gun, lights with MV
lenses were added. I left the tools off for
separate painting. You will need to remove two
mounting spots for engine exhaust as this upper
hull originally was for a different Sherman
version. There are two molded mountings on the
front slopped area for mounting the gun lock.
These too need to be removed. Next I glued the
upper and lower hull together. Oh, there are a
couple of mounting points you need to remove
on the engine deck and two more you need to
putty in on the rear panel. These are for other
DML Sherman kits.
Next up was the turret. It is a very nice assembly
with great hatch. Dragon provides you with a
very nice turned aluminum barrel in the kit for the
main gun. I experienced a fit problem with the
commander’s hatch. I needed to do a bit of
surgery to make it fit properly. I also had a fit
problem with the gunner’s hatch as well. Again a
little surgery was needed. There is a frame to put
around the mantlet. This frame is for the canvas
covering between the mantlet and turret, be very
careful taking this one off the sprue as it is very
delicate and breaks very easily. There are five
pieces to assemble so plan on some time for
this. With this assembly completed, next stage
was adding the PE fenders to the hull.
Again, there are no instructions for how to bend
these fenders and where to mount them. The
side fenders are made in 3 different pieces.

Once again looking at the work instruction I finally
figured out the “how” by looking at the
painting/decal guides. I did have a bit of difficulty
with one fender piece and needed to order an
Eduard set to replace the one fender piece. I
believe Eduard makes the PE for DML for the kit.
There are braces that need to be added next from
the kit parts. I used the decal illustrations to figure
out where these go since; you got it there were no
instructions.

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550
Store Hours:

Now I am on to the painting (I might just make the
MonFri
10am  7pm
challenge). I base painted the model in Model
Master Olive Drab with several drops of black. This Sat.
9am  5pm
with will give me a nice pre shading. It also
Sun.
12pm  4pm
provides me with quick identification of flaws. Next
I applied a coat of Olive Drab from Model Master
Enamels lightened with several drops of Model
Contact Info.
Master Flat White to the upper surfaces of the hull
and turret. Testor’s enamel Gloss Coat was added
Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
to areas where I would be applying decals. Once
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com
dry, decals were applied. The decals provided in
the kit provide for a number of 1945 units both in
the Pacific and in Europe as this particular version
of the Sherman came out late war. I chose the
markings for the 20th Armored Infantry Battalion
10th Armored Div in Germany 1945. Then another Were willing to give your model
club discounts.
coat of Gloss Coat was applied and when it was
dry, an overall coat of Testor’s Dull Coat. Tank tools 30% off ordered items. (must be
prepaid)
were added. Weathering followed with a mix of
plaster, acrylic black/brown paint and a little fine
20% off in stock items.(paints &
sand applied to the running gear and surrounding
supplies are 15%)
area for mud. Remember, not too much, less is
better. Next, I applied a number of brown acrylic
washes to the running gear and surrounding area.
I started with a dark burnt umber and worked up to
lighter shades of brown. I stopped once I got the
look I wanted. Also, while applying this weathering
to the tank I applied the same to the tracks.
Grease stains came next. I used Vallejo Black
acrylic wash. Next, I moved to the upper hull and
turret which were weathered using the set of
Vallejo Weathering Set for Green Vehicles. This set
provides you with several washes and pigments for
your weathering pleasure. The paint pigment
worked great. I did try the dark green wash which
seemed to come out on the olive green tint. So, I
Continued on Page 8
washed it off and did a wash of Vallejo Dark
Brown. This worked great. I then dry brushed flat
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From The Bridge
The President's Column
We are now into our 46th (2014 – 2015)
membership year. We are still holding the
membership fee to only $10 per year and
you can pay a couple years in advance if
you wish. There is also a family
membership plan. Mail your payments to
me or see me at a meeting, checks to be
made payable to Bay Colony Historic
Modelers.
The search for a new hall is ongoing. We
have a few leads, a couple provided by
Harry of Harry’s Hobbies. We will keep
you up to date on this issue. If you have
any suggestions please contact John
Gisetto.
Some interesting stats came out of
BayCon 2014. As we mentioned
previously we blamed the poor turnout on
the weather, with only 68 modelers
entered, 9 less than the year before. In
going over the records I found we had
entrants from 8 different states, the same
as last year. The numbers were almost
identical for each state except one. We
had 1 each from Maine, NY and NJ.
Three from Vermont, 4 from NH, 10 from
CT, and 38 from Mass. We only had 10
from RI! The previous year we had 18
from RI. So why did RI let us down like
that?
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Another big change was in the club
affiliations area. In the past, Bay Colony
always had the most members entered of all
the other clubs, as would be expected.
Usually, we would have more members
entered than the other clubs combined, or at
least based on those that would admit to
being club members. But the largest group of
modelers at the show would be the
unaffiliated modelers. Sometimes they would
out number the Bay Colony members and
other club members combined. This year
37% of the entrants were from other clubs,
32% were Bay Colony members, which was
down just slightly from the past, and only
31% were unaffiliated modelers.
As far as the awards go, this was the first
time in a long time that the big prizes,
Entrants Favorite and Judges Choice, both
went to non club members. Usually we would
take at least one. 74% of the available 214
awards were given out. The other club
members took home 48% of the awards.
That number was up. Bay Colony members
took home 35% of the awards, about
average. The unaffiliated modelers dropped
to only 16% of the awards. 91% of the
entrants took home awards.
Some people will use that information and
spin it. You will hear the stories and rumors
that you have to be a club member to get
preferential treatment and score awards. It’s
not true. The judging teams aren’t stacked
with club members promoting home rule.
Many of the judges are from other clubs and
unaffiliated volunteers. What it shows me,
and I know this to be true, I’ve seen it in
action, people share their techniques and
ideas at club meetings. Modelers are
learning from other modelers. (Where have I
heard that before?) We have always
welcomed model builders of all skill levels.
We do not require a modeler to advance his
skills, but I think it sometimes happens by

osmosis. Some modelers with in the club
that have told me that they are happy at the
skill level they are at and don’t want to
improve their modeling skills, have
improved. I think it’s because they find out
it‘s easy to take the next step, much easier
than they thought.
The automotive categories were the only
categories that saw growth with 77 cars
and trucks entered. There were 51 Aircraft
models and 48 Armor. There were 6 ships,
half of what was there in ’13. There were
only 25 diorama and figure entries, down by
twenty, and the ‘Miscellaneous’ categories,
with 35 entries were down by a similar
number.
Some of the categories were poorly
attended this year. Vignettes had zero
entries. I suspect this is cyclical. In a year
or two it will be packed again. While Flat Art
also had no entries, this appears to be
more of a trend, with the number of entries
declining over the last few years.
Journeyman is another category that has
had no entries for two years in a row.
Journeyman was created by request for
creating categories for less skilled
modelers. I do think that it was a good
concept and that there were some
misconceptions about the rules that may
have prevented people from entering. It
may be time to restructure some of our
categories again.
Changing themes, I’ve mentioned my
affinity for Model Cars magazine before.
I’ve just received the January 2015 issue.
This is a super issue! Unfortunately, not
one of the articles pertains to any of the
subjects I like to build. Ok, two do, but they
are both things I won’t build. Cliff Read
wrote an article on converting a Danbury
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Mint diecast ’57 Dodge Sweptside pickup
into a D100. Now I like old pickups so this
is right in my wheelhouse, but I’m never
going to attempt to acquire the Danbury
Mint model. (Cliffs donor was damaged.)
Even though the D100 was the bottom
end of the line, I think it’s better looking
than the Sweptside. Bob Steinbrunn did a
step by step article on building the Hubley
1/18 Duesenberg. This is a metal kit with
some plastic parts. I remember them being
on the hobby shop shelves many years
ago. He even rebuilds the plastic wire
wheels with real wire. Bob estimates 450
hours and over 2000 parts went into this
beautiful model. Noel Smith has a sense
of humor. His article is about building the
IPMS 50th Anniversary Van. It’s quite a
model. It started out as an Airfix Wallace &
Gromit Antipesto Van kit which, according
to the article, is based on an Austin A35
van. I don’t know if this kit was ever
released here in the states. Some
extensive reworking was done. The
finished model, all decked out in IPMS
50th Anniversary markings, and the back
is full of scale 50th Anniversary souvenirs,
Model Cars mags, and Wallace & Gromit
kits.
Every issue, Jairus Watson, in his
‘Sketchpad’ column, draws cars and
trucks. Although many of them are
customs, he always tells you the kit that
you can use for the basis of the drawing.
This issue’s column really caught my
attention because every car there was
powered by an aircraft engine. He admits
up front that building one of these as a
model will be expensive because you will
have to buy a 1/24 scale aircraft kit and
scrap everything but the engine. The
Allison V1710 12cylinder powered ’57
Chrysler 300 would be the cheapest way

out because the engine has been released in a
number of car kits. The Nakajima Sakae A6M 14
cylinder radial powered ’37 pickup really caught
my attention, but my favorite is the DaimlerBenz
db605 V12 powered Rat Rod. That inverted
engine with fuel injection is unique looking behind
that upright gravestone radiator. You would need
a 1/24 Airfix Bf109 kit to pull this one off. Ok, so
I’m thinking about it.
For the history buffs out there, if I asked you
where the most northern land action of the Civil
War was, what would you answer? Are you
leaning towards Gettysburg? Would you like to
ask the audience? Would you believe St. Albans
VT.? I didn’t think so, but St. Albans it is. In
October of 1864, 20 Confederate soldiers, in
civilian clothing, infiltrated into town. On Oct. 19
they donned their grays, robbed three banks, and
rode north on stolen horses with $208,000. One
raider was shot by locals. A posse set out in
pursuit, chasing them into Canada. Although
apprehended there, the Canadian government
set them free.
Airfix has released a 1/48 Supermarine Spitfire
Mk. Vb and the preliminary rumblings are that it
may be their best ¼ scale release yet. It comes
with extra parts, canopies, props, chin trop filter,
etc to build it in many of its configurations. Also
has Cartograf decals. Price tag is supposed to be
under $30. Keep your eye out.
I also see that Dragon is releasing the Saladin
armored car in 1/35. I didn’t have a lot of
Matchbox cars as a kid, but one that I did have
was the Saladin. I’ve been fascinated by that
vehicle ever since. I’m looking forward to seeing
this one.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net
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A Few Pics from the National
Museum of the United States Air
Force in Dayton, Ohio aircraft
collection.
By Robert Magina

Up Scope:
Apr 11th 2015 Meeting
Gil Costa
513 Bullock Street
Fall River, MA 02720
7744513236
From points north: Take Rt. 24 south to
“Eastern Ave./President Ave.” exit; continue
to rotary and take second right off same. You
will now be on North Eastern Ave. Continue
on through one set of lights until the next
break in the roadway island, this will be
Bullock St.. Take a left and continue to #513
which is on the right and is a gray stucco
house with tan trim.
From points West: Take Rt. #195 east to Rt.
#24 north. Take the “Eastern Ave/President
Ave” exit. Continue via above directions.

Mar 14th 2015 Meeting
Kevin Colburn
15 Gilberts Way
Norton, Ma 02766
5082854864
North on 140 from Taunton
Left on Eddy St just after the Norton\Taunton
town line. Eddy St. Becomes John Scott
BLVD. Follow John Scott until you come to a
4way stop with flashing red and turn left onto
Dean St. Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
St. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From RI on 95N Take exit 3 123E and follow
it through Attleboro and into Norton (around 6
miles) About ¾ of a mile past the
Norton\Attleboro town line turn right on South
Worchester St. After about 1/3 mile S.
Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott Blvd. Follow John
Scott through 2 4way stops. At the second
with the flashing red, turn right onto Dean St.
Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
st. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From 495N or S
Take exit 10 and follow 123w through Norton
for about 4.5 miles. Turn left on S.
Worchester St. After about 1/3 mile S.
Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott Blvd. Follow John
Scott through 2 4way stops. At the second
with the flashing red, turn right onto Dean St.
Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
St. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From the North
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Take 95 S to 495S and follow directions for
495 above.

surfaces with Model Master Olive Drab lightened
with white. Then I added the dirt paint pigment in
various spots. Gas stains came next with Vallejo Oil
and Earth acrylic wash. It looks good and weathered
at this point especially since this was my first time
with these washes. Once done, an overall coat of
enamel Testor’s Dull Coat was again applied.

with Verlinden ammo, ammo crates and empty
shells, etc. The wheel barrel is scratch built. A
painted black brass rod antenna and Academy
50 cal machine gun were added to the turret. I
added miscellaneous ammo boxes, fuel cans,
tarp rolls and boxes to the rear stowage shelf
and deck.

Dragon provides one of their Magic Rubber tracks
set for this Sherman. I have never used this new
material track before. I always opted for individual
track link sets. However, I was told these really paint
up and glue very nicely, not like the old rubber band
track we are all familiar with. Also, These Sherman’s
really did not have any slack in the track. One thing
to note, DML gives you separate teeth for the tracks.
Yes that means you need to glue on each one (and
there are many) of these little critters to the track. I
painted the track with Testor’s Rubber (dark brown),
then added a number of different brown color acrylic
washes. The track seemed to glue well together and
went on relatively easily, as long as you leave the
front sprockets and two upper road wheels off. Glue
these on after you stretch the track over the road
wheels. Remember the glue joint needs to be on the
bottom under a road wheel. Also, these tracks are
directional so make sure you have the steel
chevrons going the correct direction and the same
on each side.

I am what you would call a bit of a
Shermanolic. I have anyways liked the Easy
Eight and this one builds up into a nice
rendition of it. Dragon has done a great job
despite the instructions. I highly recommend
this kit. It has me ready to crack open another
Sherman kit, but that will be for another time.

Groundwork for my base started with vinyl spackle.
While still wet, I added tank tracks and foot prints. It
was painted in earth colors and dry brushed with
various shades of brown. Static grass and leaf
material were added next to the diorama base. Kevin
Conlon and I used his Noch Static Grass Power
Charger and Ray Gun. I have to say the static grass
really does stand up when you use this thing. It is
quite pricey to buy one, I think $200 last I knew (the
skunk works has come up with a very inexpensive
device which will do what the ray gun does for much
less – more to come on this). I applied several
shades of green to the grass with an airbrush. I
added some Hudson and Allen leaves and then a
little dry brushing of the grass with a tan to break up
the green. The tank was added to the base along
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Continued from page 3
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In Range:
Dec 13th Meeting  Chris Libucha

Jan 10th Meeting  Bill Collins

1/35th T34/85  Bob Magina
1/32nd F4U Corsair  Bill Collins
1/48th P61A  BillCollins
1/35th British Mk IV  Bill Collins
1/24th 1964 Ford Fairlane  Warren April
1/24th 1962 Chevrolet Impala  Chris Libucha
1/72nd Typhoon  Chris Libucha
1/72nd F4K  Chris Libucha
1/32nd F9F Panther  Peter Jardim
1/48th F4U  Joe Ravino
1/35th Challenger II  Steve Kwasny
1/35th Leopard C2 (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th R75  Bob Don
1/24th 1966 Mustang  Paul Champigny
1/24th 2012 Lamburghini  Gil Costa

1/76th Matilida  Bob Don
1/144th LCM Bill Collins
1/32nd Hansa Brandenburg W1  BillCollins
1/32nd F4U1 Corsair  Bill Collins
1/??th Flying Saucer  John Gisetto Sr.
1/?? Perry Rhodan (WIP)  John Gisetto Sr.
1/72nd J10 Dragon 
1/72nd A129 Helo 

In Attendance:
Craig Magina
Pat McColgen
Joe Ravino
Peter Jardim
Warren April
Steve Kwasny
Eric Petersen
Gian Montecalvo
John McCormick
Phil Labounty
Ted Bunn

John Nickerson
Paul Champigny
Hal Marshman Sr.
John Gisetto Sr.
Bob Magina
Chris Libucha
Bob Don
Gil Costa
Joe Russum
Rocky Ozella

Raffle:
Christmas Raffle  everyone in
attendance is a winner
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In Attendance:
Dave Tanguay
Pat McColgen
Joe Ravino
Peter Jardim
Warren April
Steve Kwasny
Kevin Colburn
Gian Montecalvo
Bill Collins
Ted Bunn
Javier Brown

John Nickerson
Paul Champigny
Hal Marshman Sr.
John Gisetto Sr.
Bob Magina
Chris Libucha
Bob Don
Gil Costa
John Gisetto Jr.
Ray Rosario

Raffle:
1/35th Panther  Gian Montecalvo
Tamiya Masking Tape  Peter Jardim
Sanding Sticks  John Nickerson
X Acto Blades  John Gisetto Jr.

IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The
meetings take place at selected members houses.
Look at the Battlewagon or the club website for
locatiion and directions. Guests are always
welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do
2014  2015 Club Dues
not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS
USA views. Submissions relevant to modeling are
welcome, and may be published at the discretion of If you have not already done so, please
the editor. All material is subject to editing. There is renew your dues for the coming 2014
2015 membership year. Dues are still
no payment for articles.
$10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him
at 18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

