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2012  2013 Dues

If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 20122013 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please
remit your dues to John Nickerson at
the meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club
as well.
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Book Review, "Intrepid Aviators"
Gregory G. Fletcher
Published by Penguin Group
ISBN9780451236968
By Hal Marshman Sr
I purchased this book from Amazon.com,
after reading a small blurb a friend had
written about it. In my opinion, this book tells
two stories, running concurrently. Those
stories being that of VT18 operating from
the USS Intrepid.Training, and deployment
with VT18 on the Intrepid, through the attack
on the Musashi, and that of his father, Will
Fletcher, his shooting down, eventual days
with Philippine Guerillas, and return to the
U.S. In so doing, it also discusses the
combat record of Air Group 18, and
particularly VT18, the torpedo bombers.
In the telling of the two stories, the author
delves into great detail on such things as the
start up procedure of a TBM, through both
the take off and return to carrier operations.
That might sound very technical, but the
author carries you through these
machinations smoothly, and almost
conversationally. He even makes mention of
one of my favorite subjects, the Great Lakes
training carriers. His descriptions of
operating an Avenger even carry through an
actual torpedo attack, and even the ditching
of a badly damaged torpedo bomber.
Fletcher introduces you to his father's
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squadron mates, and their commanding
officers. You meet these people not only in
their operational capacity, but in their relaxed
party time modes, thus providing a well
rounded out appraisal of these individuals. You
are guided through the entire wartime
deployment of VT18, to include all their
battles, and all their losses. In this telling, you
are brought in on the total grand strategy of
the U.S. war in the Pacific, why things were as
they were, and the effect these strategies had
on the unwinding of the war against Japan.
Greg Fletcher's narrative doesn't fall short
as regards Japan's strategical procedures and
objectives. You are informed of the strategies
of the Imperial Japanese Naval authorities, the
reasoning behind their decisions, and the
eventual results of their thinking. You are in on
the naval battles around the Invasion of the
Phillipines, the commanders who planned and
fought them, and how each battle worked out.
As a vital part of the story, the super battleship
Musashi, and to a lesser extent her sister, the
Yamato are discussed at length, as befits
these behemoths, the world's largest
battlewagons ever. Of course, as part of the
telling, you find out just what it took to sink
what the Japanese called the "Unsinkable".
One of the big treats for me in reading this
book, was the survival of Will Fletcher, and
how he made it from the middle of the Sibuyan
Sea to the island of Panay, and his link up with
the Guerillas on that island. Since my teen
years, I've taken an interest in stories of how
the Guerillas in the Philippines formed,
existed, and took part in the war against the
Japanese. "Interpid Aviators" filled me in with a
little more information to add to what else I've
read over the years.
I must stress that the author tells a very
readable story here, and doesn't bore you with
dry statistics. From his first hand knowledge of
his Dad's participation, through the grand
strategies, and battles both land and sea, he

manages to rivet your attention. In addition
to the narrative, there's a decent
photographic section, to include several
rare pictures onboard the IJN Musashi. I
most whole heartedly recommend this
book.

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.

Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

My Way

By Bob Magina
This is one great movie. It has been done very much
along the lines of Band of Brothers or Saving Private
Ryan. The movie was made in Korea and features a
Korean runner and a Japanese runner (Jang Dong
Gun and Joe Odagiri) who are drafted into the
Japanese Imperial Army to fight the Russians in the
Russo Japanese War. The story takes these two to
China to do battle with the Russians and their BT5's
only to be captured and held captive in a Russian
prison camp until WWII. Battle scenes were pretty
graphic but well done. Then they are given a chance
to fight for the Russians in Stalingrad where they are
captured again this time by the Germans who nicely
give them a chance to fight for them in the Eastern
Battalion at Normandy. It is a very cool story, well
done, with great battle scenes. The Russian BT5s
are incredible as well as the Stalingrad battle scenes.
Of course Normandy is over the top. I first ran into
this movie at AMPS East at one of their vendors. It is
available on Amazon, Barnes and Noble and even at
Target. It’s a different movie but a real good one. I
highly recommend it. I have shown it at my Glue Crew
night and everyone liked it. Cost about $1314. The
movie is in Korean and Japanese with English
subtitle. They have another movie out with one of
these actors called Frontline. It’s getting some great
reviews. I plan on picking it up soon.
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Store Hours:
MonFri

10am  7pm

Sun.

12pm  4pm

Sat.

9am  5pm

Contact Info.

Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

Were willing to give your model
club discounts.
30% off ordered items. (must be
prepaid)
20% off in stock items.(paints &
supplies are 15%)

From The Bridge
The President's Column
We are now in our 44th (2012 – 2013)
membership year. The membership fee is
still only $10 per year and you can pay a
couple years in advance if you wish.
There is also a family membership plan.
Mail your payments to me or see me at a
meeting, checks to be made payable to
Bay Colony Historic Modelers.
I’m starting off slow. This is one of those
columns when not much is happening,
club related, and I’m finding it difficult to
think of new things to write about. I find
that sometimes you just have to dive in
and start writing and as you go the
threads of thoughts form. Eventually you
have more threads than space will allow
and you end up going back and erasing
the starting paragraphs such as this one.
My early modeling experiences, like many
of you, were about box scale kits. Series
such as Revell ships and Monogram
bombers provided hours of entertainment.
It wasn’t until I discovered Renwal
‘Constant Scale’ Blueprint models that I
began to understand the ‘scale’ part of
scale modeling. Renwal produced a line
of ship kits all to the same 1/500 scale,
and their armor kits were to 1/32 scale, or
at least that’s what the box said. Instead
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of the Coast Guard Cutter being almost as
long as the aircraft carrier, the Renwal
ships were in scale to each other and I
began to understand that the DE’s were
quite small in comparison to the
battleships and carriers, and even the
support ships came in different sizes. I
learnt a lot about ‘Naval Architecture’ from
these kits and I didn’t realize it until later
in life when I did some work for the US
Navy. The models from this line were of
survivors from WWII, but they were
FRAMed to the late ‘50s and early ‘60s
and armed with guided missiles of some
sort. The Essex class carriers had the
new angled decks. It gave my fleet a real
feel of a collection with the constant scale.
I got into the Aurora 1/48 WWI aircraft at
about this time, also.
When I discovered Airfix aircraft kits, part
of the attraction was the unique subject
matter, obscure British aircraft, at least as
compared to what I had been previously
exposed to, but they were also all to a
constant scale, 1/72. I think the Re8,
Swordfish and Walrus were produced just
to torture me. I was assembling all those
separate wing struts with tube glue that
took time to dry. Today’s modern liquid
adhesives may have simplified things. For
those of you that remember that far back,
the Airfix ‘mummy’ style pilot figures may
not be that fond of a memory. Their
Gloster Gladiator featured a pilots head
and shoulders cast to the fuselage halves
Aurora style. A few years later Revell
began to release the beginning of an
extensive line of aircraft models, all to
1/72 scale. I was hooked.
I was fascinated by the Gladiator, mostly
because it was a biplane fighter that
fought in WWII, Battle of Britain, North
Africa and Malta. I have a couple of the
Airfix Gladiators, also a couple Heller and
a couple more Matchbox. I keep looking

for a better Gladiator. Airfix has recently
published It’s list of new releases for 2013.
A ‘new tool’ Gladiator is on the list. Based
on what I have seen so far for Airfix’s ‘new
tools’, I can’t wait. Unfortunately, if you wish
to build one on skies, that version will be
released in a separate package. Also on
the list as ‘new tools’ is a Hurricane Mk. I
‘early’ with fabric wings and a two bladed
prop, a ‘new tool’ Fw.190, and a Super
Etendard. I don’t remember Airfix releasing
one previously so this must be a totally new
kit. Something I find exciting for you WWII
bomber fans is their Avro Lancaster B.II.
This is the version with the Bristol Hercules
radial engines instead of the Merlins. For
you ¼ scale builders, two important
releases, an all new Hawker Fury, I suspect
will be a jewel, and maybe a portent of
future Hawker biplane kits, and the other is
a kit I don’t believe has ever been released
in 1/48 scale, the Gloster Javelin, a
‘50s/60s jet interceptor.
I guess it could be said that I collect
schemes. I enjoy doing research and
finding schemes for historically significant
subjects to build models of. It could be
almost any reason just as long as it reflects
something significant. This could be the first
plane to fly from point A to point B, the first
bomber over a specific target, an Ace’s
markings, the winner car of a particular
race, or to exceed a certain speed, I think
you get the drift. So tell me, beside a few
German armor aces, why is it so difficult to
find schemes of significance for M4
Shermans or Chaffees or Pershings? I
know that there are a lot of schemes out
there for American armor but do we have
any American armor aces? How about any
firsts such as the first Sherman across the
Rhine, the first M4 to roll into Bastogne?
The first Pershing to knock out of Tiger?
The first tank on the beach at Iwo?
The flyers are out, I have mine, and yes, I
have read the rules! Downeastcon 2013 is
April 7, once again at Thorton Academy in
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Saco, Maine. There it is in black and white,
but wait, I think I see wiggle room, and I
quote, “All entered models should be at
least 75% plastic – with the exception of
figures and 1/43 scale cars.” Ok, so now
I’m just nit picking, I know that. They use
the word “should”, as in “ought to” or “it’s
recommended”. Then it’s not a hard and
fast rule, they can apply it when they feel
like it. If it was to be all encompassing, the
word should be “shall”. It’s part of a phrase
that I use quite often in my job, “…it shall
be…”. Now while I’m at it I’d like to
address the last part of the posted rule. I
understand the figure exclusion, a large
corner of the figure market is metal, but
why just 1/43 cars? I know that there are
many white metal car kits but they are not
just 1/43 scale. What about the white
metal artillery models, or armor models?
Why aren’t they excluded? And to put the
final word on this, for at least this round,
rule 5 says, in bold text, “No wooden
model entries please”.
This ties into some of what I discussed
above and I must admit this train of
thought was triggered by reading the rules
for the Maine Show. Their rules for
collections are very similar to ours. The
collections category is one of my favorites
and I make it a point to view the selection
of models entered there at our show. I
review them for content more than quality,
just to see how serious of a collector the
builders are. It’s my observation that more
than half of the collections entered are
accidental. By that I mean that less than
half of the entries were actually built to be
collections and just happen to be due to a
random connection. I’ve done it! It goes
something like this; “Ok, so what else do I
have to enter? Not that, I entered it last
year, and that one the year before. Wait,
they are both Japanese 1/700 scale and if
I combine them with the one I built five
years ago I’ve got a collection!.” So let me
challenge you to put together a purpose

built minicollection. First let me define “mini
collection”. A “minicollection” is a small but
complete collection, (duh!), purposely built, of
a finite subject. Meaning there is a limit to its
size. For example; ‘USMC Jet Fighters of the
50’s’; ‘Le Mans winning Jaguars’; ‘The Aircraft
of Greg Boyington’; ‘Napoleon’s Guard
Lancers’, ‘WWII USMC Tanks of the PTO’; all
minicollections. As an example of counter
point, the F9F’s of Ted Williams sounds good
but would be tough because I’ve seen photos
on line of him sitting in the cockpit of about 20
different F9Fs, as would The MiG 21s of the
World. That collection would have to include
about 84 aircraft to be complete.
I remembered to start this column early. I was
pretty proud of myself and almost sent Bob an
email to brag about the fact I had started.
Then I had nothing to write about. I hate
sitting and staring at a blank computer screen.
It dragged on long enough that the meeting
was eminent. Phone calls and emails came in
from Hal about cancelling the Feb. 9th meeting
due to the impending storm. Although
disappointing, this was a wise move due to
the forecast severity of the storm and
because other people beside club members,
and property, were involved. This is not our
first cancellation but they have been very few
and far between. We had a noshow host,
although we all turned up, and a few low
turnout meetings. I seem to remember one
split meeting when members turned up at two
different locations and I know there have been
a couple meetings when members turned up
two weekends in a row. Once, or should I say
twice, at Del’s and I believe it also happened
to Joe McDonald. So to complete merging two
threads, all and all, we have a pretty good
batting average. My power went out at 8:00
pm Friday and didn’t return until just after
10:00 pm Monday. This area of the South
Shore and Southeastern Massachusetts was
particularly hard hit. (Yet my sister in Gorham,
ME had 35 inches of snow and everything
was back to normal the next day.) Trees and
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limbs and power lines down everywhere.
I’ve got three good size pines torn out at the
roots in my yard, two just missed the shed.
Very few streets around here that don’t
have green snow banks due to pine boughs
plowed into them. So I hope everyone is
now safe and sound. And I think that just
about wraps up this column. Hmmm….,
three weeks to write seven paragraphs?
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson

bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope:
Mar 9th 2013 Meeting
John Gisetto  Host
390 Plymouth Street
Middleboro, MA
5089471546
Rte 495 to Rte 44 exit. Take Rte 44E. From
rotary go to third set of lights and take a left on
to Plymouth Street. KOA campground is on the
corner.
Its the house on the right (green ranch). Its
about 1/2 to 3/4 of a mile up on Plymouth
Street.

NOTE DATE CHANGE

THIS MEETING IS THE 3RD
SATURDAY
Apr 20th 2013 Meeting
Norm Babcock  Host
8 Rock Lane
Norton, MA
5082854239
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May 11th 2013 Meeting
Robert Magina  Host
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA
5086957754
Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14B (Rte 1  North
Attleboro). Go through the lights, heading
towards North Attleboro on Rte 1. ( Pass
Boston Tropical Garden at lights) Go to next
light, intersection of Rte 106 and Rte 1  go
right onto Rte 106 towards Plainville center.
(Convenience Store at lights). go to bottom of
hill at the light take a right onto Rte 1A. Go past
the Plainville Police and Fire on your right.
Take right onto Sharlene Lane  Willow Lane is
the first right  I am on the corner of Willow
Lane and Maple Terrace  #71 Look for my
Honda in the driveway  I would like to ask
everyone to please park along Sharlene Lane
and walk down Willow Lane to my Condo  I
am very close to Sharlene Lane. Thank you for
parking there and making the short walk.

V100 Commando Car in
Vietnam Review – By Robert Magina
The Hobby Boss V100 Kit No. 82418 has been out
on the market for about 23 years now. It was a
long time coming for us modelers. Prior to its
release, your choice was to pick up the expensive
Verlinden resin kit. Hobby Boss did quite a job on
this kit.
Parts trees are crisply molded with very little flash
and no warpage of any kind. Pin ejection marks are
minimal in the kit as well. Instructions are clear and
easy to follow.
Assembly of the kit went pretty much without a
hitch. Fit is very good overall. The kit provides a
rudimentary interior if you choose to leave the
hatches open. Exterior detail is very nice. The decal
sheet provided in the kit is real nice. The only
drawback I had with the kit is the rubber wheels. I
decided to replace them with a set of resin ones
from Legend. These are very crisp in detail and look
much much better than the kit wheels. I also drilled
out the headlights and replaced them with MV
lenses.
I painted my V100 in olive drab for a Vietnam
Military Police unit. I decided to use a set of Echlon
decals for the V100. They have released several
sets for this vehicle. Great decals however, they are
very thin and subject to damage and I had several
come off the kit after application and drying.
Weathering was done first with a raw umbra acrylic
wash and then a dry brushing of a faded olive drab.
My next step was to apply the mud weathering to
the undercarriage and the tires. The final step was
to add some dust and dirt to the upper surfaces of
the V100. Once weathering was done I applied a
coat of Testor’s dull coat.
Next I used a very simple base with minimal ground
work and added a Verlinden resin figure for scale.
All in all, it is a very nice build and great
representation of the V100 in Vietnam. It is a great
addition to anyone’s collection. I highly recommend
this kit. Cost is around $3040. Well worth the price.
I had intended to complete this build about three
years ago for Steve’s armored car challenge. Well,
once again here I am, fashionably late. Sorry Steve.
I just get so distracted when my wall of kits speaks
to me. So many of them and they just want to be
built. I just can’t say not now.
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More new info re Ta152
canopies/aerials
By Hal Marshman Sr.
Just discovered a little new info re the Ta152
canopies and antenna cables. Somefolks
model their Ta152s sans the cable, as they
don't show up well in pix. I found a pic of the
C0 bird showing a definite small mast near
the front of the fin, with the beginning of the
cable visible. This mast very reduced in size
from what we usually see on 190s. Further, I
found out that the cable enters the coaming
behind the canoipy glass, just an inch or 2
from the edge of the glass, rather than further
up the top strap.Ta152 and FW190D birds
have a hinge that runs the entire length of the
canopy roof as a top strap, rather than a solid
bar. This so that the canopy squeezes in as it
is moved rearward in its track. I understand
190A types also do this, but the hinge is
nowhere as evident, nor does it run the entire
length of the glass top. The Ta152s did not
have the drop line from the cable to the aft
fuselage as did the A and _D birds (Starting
with the A4) Found the following pix on
Google.

Support Your Local Hobby Shops
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In Range:

Dec 8th Meeting  Chris Libucha
In Attendance:
Hal Marshman Sr.
John Nickerson
Norm Robbie
Steve Kwasny
Joe Russum
John Gisetto Jr.
Chris Libucha
Bob Magina
Joe Ravino
Paul Champigny
Rick Lundin

Kevin Colburn
Frank Knight
John McCormick
Bob Don
John Gisetto Sr.
Ray Rosario
Gian Montecalvo
Craig Magina
Bill Collins
Edmund Rosario
Peter Merrill

Raffle:
Merry Christmas  gifts for all

Jan 12th Meeting  Bill Collins
1/48th P61B  Bill Collins
1/32nd Albatros D5  Bill Collins
1/72nd Russian Whippet  Bob Don
1/48th F86D  Terry Sumner
1/48th F51D  Terry Sumner
1/32nd A1H (WIP)  Ray Rosario
1/9th Panther Turret (WIP)  Ray Rosario
1/32nd F4S (WIP)  John McCormick
1/72nd Bugatti Model 100  Norm Babcock
In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Bill Collins
Kevin Colburn
Gian Montecalvo
John Nickerson
John McCormick

Norm Babock
Ray Rosario
Terry Sumner
Gil Costa
Bob Don
Jeff Maronn

Raffle:
1/35th GMC Bofers Truck  Terry Sumner
1/32nd Sherman  Kevin Colburn
XActo Blades  John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings take
place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for locatiion and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership is
$10.00 per year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.
The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor. All
material is subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.
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IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762

phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

2012  2013 Club Dues

If you have not already done
so, please renew your dues
for the coming 20122013
membership year. Dues are
still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at a
meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

