Recon
Downeastcon 2011 - March 12, 2011,
Saco, ME - contact George Bangs
(207)-625-8007 or
brokenyokefarm@gmail.com
MassCar 23rd - March 20, 2011,
Taunton, MA - contact Doug
Estabrook at (508)-823-6158 or
dne442@verizon.net
Valleycon 21 - March 27, 2011,
Chicopee, MA - contact Al LaFleche
at ajlafleche@comcast.net or 413-3061270
Noreastcon 40 - May 13-14, 2011,
Schoharie, NY - Contact IPMS NENY
or Nick Filippone at 518-736-2434
IPMS Nationals 2011 - August 3-6,
2011, Omaha, Nebraska - Contact
Omahabythesea@cox.net or 402-8611999
AMPSEAST 2011 - Sept 23-24, 2011,
Danbury, CT - Contact Bill Schmidt
(203)-735-9014 or
bill.schmidt@ipmsnmma.org
Granitecon XIX - October 16, 2011,
Nashua, NH - contact
granitestatemodelers@gmail.com
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Book Review
Building and Detailing
Realistic Sherman Tanks

Some More Random
Thoughts
by Joe McDonald Sr.
Recently bought 6 bottles of acrylic paint at
a craft store at $.33 a bottle for 2 ounces.
Beats $3.99 for a 1/2 ounce of Polly S.
They don't usually have what you might call
military colors but you could try mixing. The
brand I bought had 16 shades of red for
example.
Another craft store yielded some neat
wooden boxes that I like to use to keep
parts from trees from being lost. At 3 for
$1.00 complete with hasp and hinges. You
can paint them or stain them or leave them
"au naturelle" as they make great holders
for the grand daughter. Other covered
boxes in the same price range can become
stands for figures in some new and unusual
shapes. One top and one bottom equals
two bases.
We all know that train shops have lots of
little pieces on sale that will represent
something different in a plane or tank but
how about those card sheets (flat or
embossed) of many facings (brick, stone,
cobbles, etc.). They make good basic
groundings for city scapes in small
vignettes or mini dioramas.
I sometimes after rigging one of the many
1/72 "thingies" in my collection, "fly" it at a
good steady pace and decent altitude over
a lit gas burner on my kitchen stove. I
usually get them all tighten up at once
without disaster. It should work with an
electric stove. Let me know if you dared.
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By James K. Wechsler, Published by
Kalmbach Books, 2010
This book is part of the Fine Scale Modeler
Scale Modeler’s How-To Guide series. The
first four chapters of this book James
Wechsler walks you through building four
different M4 Shermans. The first three are
kits the last is a compilation of resin parts
produced by Formations. Not only does he
walk you through construction of the tanks
and the products he uses, but he also
discusses the bases he displays them on.
The second part of the book is dedicated
to the 2008 IPMS/USA Nationals Best of
Show award winning display of 43
Sherman models plus the tanks he builds
for the book. The collection is entitled “60
Years of Shermans in 48 Models”. The
models are displayed one on each page
with two or three color photos per page
and a brief description. Not only did he
build that many Sherman models but each
has a base, ranging from a simple
landscaped base to a full blown diorama.
If you already have a collection of M4’s this
book is most likely not for you. If you are
thinking about a collection, or are looking
for some diorama ideas for your armor
models, or would like to build a more
accurate Sherman this book should be on
your wish list.
With a cover price of $21.95 I rate this
book as a 4 out of a possible 5.
Pros: The 48 models displayed in the back.
Cons: It would have been nice to have a
couple paragraphs on each of the models
telling us which kits and parts were used,
and modifications made.
John Nickerson

Lone Survivor
By Marcus Luttrell/patrick
Robinson
Publ: Little Brown
By Hal Marshman Sr.
I received this book as a Christmas Gift,
and just could not put it down, my attention
was rivetted from cover to cover. This is a
first person account of a U. S. Navy SEAL's
life, and the mission that brought him into
prominence. Prior to reading this book, I
knew the SEALS were a tough outfit, feeling
they were probably the Navy's answer to the
U. S. Army's Special Forces. Well, that's not
too far from the truth, but in addition, they're
well trained in all sorts of aquatic excellence.
Marcus Lutrell and his twin brother
Morgan were born Texans. As you get into
the book, you are brought to realize exactly
what a special relationship twins enjoy, that
none of us who are not such, can ever truly
appreciate. In any event, young Marcus
wanted to be a SEAL from about age 12,
and with his brother was put under the
tutelage of a local former Green Beret. This
gentleman initiated their physical and mental
training, working with them daily. Lutrell
eventually joins the Navy, and relates his
training from enlistment to combat
deployment. I'll not go into real detail here,
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but I'm no stranger to military training, having
been in the U. S. Army myself, and having
read many books concerning both American,
and foriegn training regimens. I have a good
friend who went through both U. S. Ranger,
and Special Forces training, serving three
tours in Viet nam as a Green Beret officer. In
any event, the training Marcus received was
the most brutal, grueling, intensive physical
and mental training I've ever heard of. The
drop out rate during this training is
unbelieveable, and I ended up wondering how
anyone could survive such intense physical
strain. Because the SEALS are Naval
personnel first and foremost, a great deal of
this training took place under, over, and
through the water. You quickly learn what "Get
wet and sandy!" means.
The main story of the book takes place in
Afghanistan, on a mission to take out a
Taliban leader of some 80 to 200 men. Luttrell
and his team of 3 others, including his best
friend, are inserted into place, and proceed to
put their training into action. Most
unfortunately, they are discovered, and the
battle begins. You never really find out how
many men they are opposing, but they do
eliminate a goodly many of the bad guys. I'm
not revealing too much when I tell you that
eventually the other three team members are
killed, but certainly not until they'd made
heavy inroads into the amount of people trying
to kill them. The rest of this part of the book
details how Marcus eludes his pursuers, and
is eventually taken in by Afghan tribesmen.
These tribesmen put him under the protection
of their own ancient brand of hospitality, and
protect him until his eventual rescue. You
learn a good deal about these tribespeople,
their history, and their relationship with the
Taliban.
Marcus Luttrell, and his co-writer Patrick
Robinson are an excellent story telling team,
and although I've breezed through the book in
this narration, believe me, they'll keep you on
the edge of your seat. Throughout most of the
book, you are kept aware of Luttrell's burning
patriotism, his pride of being a Texan, his
(Cont'd on Pge 9)

In Range:
Dec 11th Meeting - Chris Libucha

Jan 8th Meeting - Bill Collins

1/35th Pak 40 (WIP) - Bob Magina
1/35th 2cm (WIP) - Bob Magina
1/72nd Whippet Tank (WIP) - Bob Don
54mm Templav Knight - Mike Kenney
1/35th Staghound Mk I (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/35th Afrika Tiger I (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/48th Albatros OEF - Bill Collins
1/48th Junkers D1 - Bill Collins
1/35th Diana - Bill Collins
1/24th Toyota TS020 1998 (WIP) - Kevin
Colburn
1/1 Little Shop of Horrors (WIP) - Kevin Conlon
1/48th F4J Phantom (WIP) - Norm Robbie
1/35th Tiger I (WIP) - Ed Rosario
1/35th M4A3 Sherman (WIP) - Ed Rosario

1/350th USS Independence - Bill Collins
1/350th Ku Graf Spee - Bill Collins
1/32nd Lug C VI - Bill Collins
1/20th Ferarri Engine (WIP) - Chris Libucha
1/35th Hummel (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/35th Staghound (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/72nd Whippet Tank - Bob Don
1/48th Hen 129 - Joe Ravino
1/1 Little Shop of Horrors - Kevin Conlon
120mm Marine Sniper - Ray Rosario
1/10th Templar Knight - Mike Kenney
1/350th USS Arleigh Burke - Gil Costa
1/24th Aston Martin DBS - Gil Costa
1/48th Block 32 F-16 - Gil Costa
1/25th 1993 MustangCobra (WIP) - Gil Costa

In Attendance:

In Attendance:

Bob Magina
Craig Magina
Matt Fandetti
Steve Kwasny
John Nickerson
Norm Robbie
Rick Lundin
John McCormick
Gian Montecalvo
Bill Collins
Eric Petersen
Mike McDade

Kevin Conlon
Paul Champigny
Kevin Colburn
Edmund Rosario
Frank Knight
Joe Ravino
John Gisetto Sr.
John Gisetto Jr.
Bob Don
Hal Marshman Sr.
Chris Libucha

Raffle Winners:
Merry Christmas to all - prizes for all in
attendence

Welcome to our newest
member as of the Jan
meeting - Joe Russium
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Kevin Colburn
Chris Libucha
Ray Rosario
Hal Marshman Sr.
John Nickerson
Kevin Conlon
John McCormick
Bill Collins
Dave Tanguay
Gian Montecalvo
Bob Don
John Gisetto Jr.

Norm Robbie
Bob Magina
Gil Costa
Mike Kenney
Mike McDade
Matt Fandetti
Steve Kwasny
Paul Champagny
Javier Brown
Ted Bunn
John Gisetto Sr.
Joe Russium

Raffle Winners:
1/32nd Yak - 18 - John McCormick
Book - The Few - John Nickerson
Book - Somalia Vehicles - Gian Montecalvo
1/35th M5A1 - Gil Costa
1/35th Armored Casemate - Kevin Conlon
DVD Victory by Air - Mike Kenney
1/72nd P-40B - Chris Libucha

Up Scope

May 14th Meeting
Directions to Kevin Colburn’s House

March 19th Meeting
Robert Magina - Host
12 Garrison Dr
Plainville, MA 508-695-7754
Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14b (Rte 1 North Attleboro). Go towards the lights, take a
right prior to the lights (towards the Target
area) and then take a left so you are on 152
and then go straight across the light at Rte 1.
(Boston Tropical Garden at lights) Go to next
light, intersection of Rte 152 and Rte 106 - go
left onto Rte 106 towards Foxboro. (Shell and
Mobile Gas Stations at light). Pass Jackson
School on left. Take second left - Garrison
Drive, go down to 3rd house on left before end
of street. House is pale yellow garrison with
white trim and blue door.

Please note the date
change to the third
Saturday March 19 instead
of the second Saturday
March 12th. This change is
made due to the Maine
Show on the 12th.

15 Gilberts Way
Norton, Ma 02766
508-285-4864
North on 140 from Taunton
Left on Eddy St just after the Norton\Taunton town
line. Eddy St. Becomes John Scott BLVD. Follow
John Scott until you come to a 4-way stop with
flashing red and Turn left onto Dean St. Follow Dean
St. for about ¼ mile to intersection of Dean and
East/West Hodges ST. Turn left on East Hodges and
follow for ¼ mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras
Way till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left or
right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big circle. Our
house is at the opposite end of the circle, with the
number on the mailbox.
From RI on 95N Take exit 3 123E and follow it
through Attleboro and into Norton (around 6 miles)
About ¾ of a mile past the Norton\Attleboro town line
turn right on South Worchester St. After about 1/3
mile S. Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott BLVD. Follow John Scott
through 2 4-way stops. At the second with the flashing
red, turn right onto Dean St. Follow Dean St. for
about ¼ mile to intersection of Dean and East/West
Hodges ST. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for
¼ mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way till
you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left or right on
Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big circle. Our house is at
the opposite end of the circle, with the number on the
mailbox.
From 495N or S

April 9th Meeting
Norman Babcock - Host
8 Rock Lane
Norton, MA
508-285-4239
Rte 495S to Rte 140 to Reservoir Street by
Great Woods. Go 1 mile. Rock Lane is on
the left. Its the first house (blue).

Take exit 10 and follow 123w through Norton for
about 4.5 miles. Turn left on S. Worchester St.
After about 1/3 mile S. Worchester St will turn
left…stay straight, which turns into John Scott BLVD.
Follow John Scott through 2 4-way stops. At the
second with the flashing red, turn right onto Dean St.
Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to intersection of
Dean and East/West Hodges ST. Turn left on East
Hodges and follow for ¼ mile till left on Myras Way.
Follow Myras Way till you come to Gilberts Way.
Turn either left or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a
big circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From the North
Take 95 S to 495S and follow directions for 495
above.
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From The Bridge
The President's Column
Sometimes when I write this column I
have so much I’m not sure how to fit it all
in and have to make decisions as to what
to leave in and what to cut out or leave
for the next time. Not so this time. Right
now I can see the bottom of the bag. So
this may be a short one. (I can hear the
cheering in the background!) Who knows,
maybe I’ll wax philosophic.
Life time member Joe McDonald has had
some health problems this winter and
hasn’t made it to the last couple of
meetings. Many have asked me as to his
whereabouts. According to my sources,
Joe is improving and may soon be back
amongst us. We want him to know we
are thinking of him and wish him well.
Ron Silvia, one of our lost sheep, (up and
moved to North Carolina a few years
back), a NASCAR fan and modeler, his
mother passed the beginning of this
month. I attended the wake and funeral
and extended our condolences. In the
few minutes Ron and I had to talk he
asked about the club and told me he had
transported over 300 models, (I suspect
mostly NASCAR), to his new home in
N.C. and didn’t have room for them all.
So he sold off about 200. Was not happy
about the payment but needed the space.
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Please note that because of DowneastCon
2011 being on March 12 our March 12th
meeting has been pushed to the following
Saturday, March 19th. Many of our
members were or are planning to attend the
Maine show. Speaking of which, a number
of our members are busy building P-47s
due to the P-47 challenge at the Maine
show. Even I have started a 1/72 Revell P47M. It’s a nice little model. I need to do
some preliminary painting but the weather
hasn’t been cooperating. I don’t have a
spray booth and the corner of the basement
where my compressor is has no heat
source. When the weather outside is 11 F.
that corner is in the 50’s and I don’t want to
deal with unequal expansion and
contractions co-efficients. So I have my
fingers crossed for some January thaw
weather, soon!
As you should know many of Bay Colonies
members are also IPMS/USA members.
One of the benefits of the annual
membership is the magazine, IPMS/USA
JOURNAL. It has become an outstanding
modeling publication complete with glossy
color photos and modern graphics. As with
any magazine not all issues can be gems.
Every year there is an issue devoted to the
results of the Nationals. Depending on your
point of view this can be a plus or a minus.
The latest issue is in my opinion one of
those gems. The cover says it’s the January
+February 2010 issue but because I just
received it I suspect the year is a typo. The
cover story is a 1/48 A-7E SLUF from VF-37
in desert camo. Actually, it’s a grey scheme
over sprayed with sand. The article outlines
how the builder applied the grey scheme
complete with decals then applied the sand
overspray. On the actual aircraft the sand
color was sprayed around the existing
markings. The builder, Jack Riggar, walks
you through his masking process to give
you the same effect. There is an article on
building Visions 1:35 M1A1 75mm Pack
Howitzer. I didn’t know this kit existed and it

looks to be an interesting one. Another
article is on building Formula Canada’s
Ferrari 333SP in 1:24. This is a resin kit
and again I knew nothing about its
existence. (It’s out of production, drat.)
There are no under construction photos
but there are plenty of close up detail
photos of the finished model. Which, by
the way, is a stunning red and white
scheme. Admittedly it sounds like quite
a project, but I’m going to check it out.
The builder keeps mentioning
‘microwaving’ the model. I need to
investigate this procedure more. The
article that really got my attention is on
how to convert Tamiya’s 1:48 F4U-1 to a
XF4U-1, the first of the “Bent Wing
Birds”. It’s a step by step procedure with
scale drawings. Now I figure the 1:72
scale F4U-1 is just a scale down of their
1:48 scale kit so I might be able to follow
a similar procedure to get similar results.
It could work! If you would like to know
more about becoming an IPMS member
contact one of your club officers.
A while back Monte had been contacted
by an organization working with
neighborhood kids that was looking to
purchase a few snap tite kits like we
used for our make and take program.
John Gisetto reported that we still had a
few kits left, approximately a dozen, as
leftovers. At the December meeting the
club voted to donate those kits if they
were wanted. A couple members also
volunteered to help Monte if a schedule
could be established.
A quick flip thru the latest Fine Scale,
(which reminds me, I haven’t received
the latest issues of my model car mags,
yet), and a couple notable items pop
out. Italeri is going big again, promising
a 1/35 Biber midget sub and an Italian
M.A.S. That’s an Italian take on a PT
boat. Anybody got any shelf space left?
While talking about going big, Wingnut
Page 7

Wings, an Australian model company, is
taking the WWI aircraft market by storm.
I’ve seen some of the 1/32 scale builds of
their kits that Bill Collins has done and their
fantastic. They released in December a
1/32 Gotha G.IV. It has 436 injection
molded pieces, umpteen dozen PE parts,
and a 40 page instruction manual. Yes, if
you guessed 29” wingspan you were right.
They also offer a 1/32 RE.8, the so called
‘Harry Tate’. Why? This has to be one of
the most uninspiring aircraft ever built. The
British built them and flew them, (still
baffles me), so the Germans would have
something to shoot down? The plane took
longer to build than it would accumulate in
flight hours. After all they were just trying to
be sporting, or something? (The British
developed an aviation strategy during the
First World War that when you boil it down
and remove all the double speak could be
called ‘Swamp Them with Mediocrity’.) I
built a couple of the old Airfix 1/72 kits. I
can remember struggling for days trying to
line up the top wing and glue it to all of
those struts and hold it in alignment till the
glue took. I built the second one just to see
if it could be done. It couldn’t. Also noted is
that Zvezda has started to release 1/100
scale armor kits. Why? Isn’t 1/72 small
enough? Don’t get me wrong I like 1/72
scale armor. Maybe figures that if Tamiya
can start a new armor scale they can too?
Also Flagship Models is releasing a couple
Confederate armored tugs in resin and p-e.
Interesting subject matter but 1/192 scale?
Help me out here, is this a popular ship
building scale? I realize that it works out to
be 16 feet to the inch and that is a small
architectural scale and it’s half of 1/96
scale or 8 feet to the inch which is a
popular ship building scale. (1/72 scale is 6
feet to the inch.)
Many moons ago, the 1/72 scale
Monogram P-51B was established as a
baseline kit. When writing a review of a
model kit the writer would state that the
detail and fit were better than, equal to, or

not equal to the baseline kit, to give the
reader an idea of what to expect. It worked
well for many years. I’m not trying to
establish a new baseline kit, I’m only
suggesting that when writing a review for
this newsletter or other reporting agency
choose a baseline kit that others can
identify with. I’ve noticed that the
shipbuilders in our club have started to use
the Dragon USS Buchanan as such a
baseline. Good choice. Even though the
new USS Independence kit has been rated
even better as a model, it’s not as good as
a baseline. Reason being that it is still
relatively new and many modelers haven’t
seen it yet and because of it’s price tag
many won’t build it. Comparisons should
also be of similar genera; armor vs. armor,
auto vs. auto, etc.
I want to remind everyone that I bring a
portion of the club library with me to each
meeting. If there is a specific volume you
would like to borrow email me in advance
to request it. I tote the file box that
contains many of the ‘how-to’ books from
Kalmbach and Osprey covering figure
painting to airbrushing to customizing cars
and sci-fi models. So if you are looking for
a new project, some ideas on improving
your skills, or just to see if it’s a book you
might like to purchase on your own, sign
one out.
Welcome to new members Pat McColgan
and Joe Russum.
Last issues trivia question answer is …….
“USS Gudgeon sank the I-173 on January
27, 1942”
Pop Trivia Quiz!!!!
1.
In 1956 Aurora released individually,
a set of five knights in armor. Each of
these knights was referred to by the color
of his armor. What were the five colors?
This is our 2010 – 2011 membership year.
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The membership fee is still only $10 per
year. If you would like to pay a couple
years in advance we can handle that. The
family membership plan is available. Mail
your payments to me or see me at a
meeting, checks to be made payable to
Bay Colony Historic Modelers. Welcome to
our 42nd year.
God bless America!
servicemen overseas.

Pray

for

Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

our

Del’s Corner
Del Stator at large…..
Workin’ with Resin!
So your thinkin’ about building or addin’ on
some resin parts? There are two important
things to remember when you start. Always
wash your resin before you work on it. A mold
release is used to help get the parts out of the
molds and you must get this off before you work
on the parts and/or start painting. You do it
before working on the part because you don’t
want to contaminate your tools and spread it to
other models. I’ve had good luck with dish
detergent & water. Mark Taylor who writes the
“Resin Talk” column for Model Cars magazine
recommends soaking it over night in Westley’s
Bleche-Wite. It’s a tire cleaner. Don’t forget to
use a toothbrush to scrub out any panel lines or
pockets and don’t forget to rinse thoroughly.
Now that you are ready to work wear a dust
mask when you are cuttin’, snadin’, and filein’.
Especially if you are usin’ power tools. You do
not want to breath in any of the dust you create.

Support Your Local
Hobby Shops
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Resin is truly a porous material. Don’t
use any of those purple degreasers or
cleaners you can buy in the gallon jugs
at WallyWorld or other places. The resin
can soak this stuff in like a sponge. It
will ruin your paint job for sure and turn
the resin to mush at a later date.
Remember, you can paint resin with
anything, lacquers, auto paint, anything.
Del out.

Continued from Page 3
his devotion to duty, and to his outfit and
comrades. He makes no bones about his
admiration of his Commander in Chief,
George W. Bush, nor does he show any
attempt to temper his hatred of America's
"Liberal Press". He also makes no bones
about his belief in God, and credits Him for
much of his survival. Whatever your own
political tendencies, I do recommend this
book highly as a very informative
contemporary account of the career and
actions of one of America's toughest and
bravest young
men..
Hal Marshman Sr

Support Your Local Hobby Shops
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for locatiion and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership is
$10.00 per year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.
The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor. All
material is subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.
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IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
12 Garrison Drive
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

2010 - 2011 Club Dues
If you have not already done
so, please renew your dues
for the coming 2010-2011
membership year. Dues are
still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at a
meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, RFD #2,
Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
12 Garrison Drive
Plainville, MA 02762

