Recon
Downeastcon 2010 - March 20, 2010
Saco, ME Contact: Ron Garland at
(207)-324-3117 or
high52@metrocast.net
MassCar 22nd Annual Show - March
21, 2010 Taunton, MA Contact: Doug
Estabrook at dne442@ verizon.net or
(508)- 823-6158
Valleycon 20 - March 28, 2010
Chicapee, MA Contact: Al LaFleche at
ajlafleche@ comcast.net
Noreastcon 2010 - April 30 - May 1,
2010 Farmingdale, NY Contact:
Robert DeMaio at
taurleo@optionline.net
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AMPSEAST 2010 - Sept 24-25, 2010 ,
Danbury, CT Contact: Bill Schmidt at
(203)-735-9014 or bill@ampseast.org
Granitecon XVIII - October 17, 2010 ,
Nashua, NH Contact:
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2009 - 2010 Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 2009-2010 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please
remit your dues to John Nickerson
at the meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street RFD #2,
Middleboro, MA 02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club
as well.

Page 1

IPMS Region 1 Update
Greetings Fellow Plastic Fans,
This will be brief as there isn't a whole lot
going on right now.
Recharter season has past and thanks to
some last minute heroics on the part of a
couple chapter contacts and Presidents,
we managed to get 100% rechartered
before the end of the year.
The spring show season is shaping up. In
fact, I've received event submissions from
the usual spring "suspects". Attached is a
word document with the events approved
so far. If I've missed anybody let me know
and I'll make the changes. Remember, in
order to get the free advertising in the
Journal and
on the national website, I need to
approve the show dates. That applies to
the insurance certificates as well.
I received a sponsorship request from our
southern friends in Region 2 - NJIPMS for
their annual bash known as
MosquitoCon. If chapters are interested
in helping them out with a trophy package
sponsorship, shoot an email to Mike
Pavlo at pavcuda@aol.com.
February 1 our own Former RC-1 Doug
Hamilton ascends to the lofty heights of
DLC. Let's all wish him the best.
That's about it. We now return you to your
regularly scheduled lives.
Happy Modeling,
Doc

Doc Wiseman KC2SYP
41' 29" 29 N 74' 04" 56 W
Improvise, Adapt, Overcome.
Chance favors only the prepared mind.
Too dumb for opera too smart for NASCAR.
Never underestimate the power of stupid
people in large groups.

Del’s Bits and Pieces…………
Things you might like to know, or maybe not.
World War II……….
The British came to the States to purchase war
materials. They didn’t like US Army identification
system, they though it confusing, there was an M3
Light Tank and a M3 Medium Tank. So they
named them after American Civil War Generals.
Hence, the Grant, Lee, Stuart and Sherman. The
US Military did not name it’s tanks. M3 Medium
was it’s official name. The name we know them by

Things you might like to know, or maybe not.
World War II……….
When the British came to the US in 1940, to
contract with American manufactures to build
British tanks, the National Defense Advisory
Board would not allow assembly lines to be
dedicated to building entirely different models of
tanks. A percentage of production of designs
adopted by the U.S. Army could be diverted to
the British under Lend - Lease policies.
The British would receive some U.S. M3 tanks,
to be known as “General Lee”, and some
modified versions with a British designed turret,
to be known as “General Grant”. In total 2,855
Grants and Lees were provided to
Commonwealth Forces between 1941 and 1943.
Source: M3 Medium Tank vs Panzer III, by
Gordon L Rottman, 2008 Osprey Publishing Ltd.
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enamels, RLM shades 75/82/76 Be aware
that MM bottles the late dark green shade as
82, and the bright green as 83. These
numbers should be reversed.

Hasegawa 1/48th Bf-109K-4
Hal Marshman Sr
I am very fond of the late G and K
variants of the Bf-109. Another thing I'm
fond of also, are late war German camo
schemes. The bird I've built seems to
have had the engine unit from one fighter
married to a completely differently painted
airframe. According to EagleCals, whose
decals I used in this build, the plane
probably belonged to Jg-52, and was
found in Czechoslovakia in April of 1945. It
is unusual to find an operational Luftwaffe
fighter without some sort of staffel or
gruppe markings, but putting the aircraft
into action sometimes demanded that the
usual amenities not be observed. The
camoflage is also unusual, in that the
mottling you generally see along the sides
of a 109 are absent, and that unusual
wavy line is used to break up the silhuette
instead. Another item to note is the hard
outline splotches on the fin. Tail
assemblies at this time of the war were
being manufactured in garages and barns,
often times without the benefit of such
sophisticated tools as spray guns,
meaning that the camo had to be hand
painted. I really enjoyed painting this
model. Oh, the yellow stripe around the
engine cowl took the place of the yellow
undercowl, as an identifying mark on late
war fighters. I used Model Master
Page 13

How about the build itself? The G and
K series Bfs from Hasegawa have been
around quite a while, but are still considered
decent kits. They still go together well, and
are still cleanly pressed. There is one hang up
however, the outer clamshell flaps suffer
from mild to severe dimpling. Doesn't take
much to apply a coat or two of typewriter
correction fluid such as White Out, and then
sand them down.smooth. Took me maybe a
half hour to do all four. If you look really
closely at 109 pictures, you might notice that
the drop line from the main antenna cable to
the fuselage enters the skin via a white
ceramic insulator. In this case, I also had to
install a simular insulator at the forward
terminus of the main cable where it enters
the skin. This particular bird had no mast, and
the cable threaded through the DF
loop.These insulators were done by drilling
.025 holes, then using Evergreen .025 rod to
simulate them. You may also note that the
supercharger intake on the port side of the
engine cowl has a bead where the two halves
join. This is true on the real thing, so I
duplicated it with sretched sprue. Another
thing I had to add was the stiffener in the
centers of the radiator and oil cooler intakes.
The kit makes no provision for them. The
interiors of these models are pretty basic, so I
used an Aires interior. I built the baggage
door at the rear slanted bulkhead of the
cockpit with thin sheet styrene. The seat belts
and buckles are from tape with buckles cut
from sheet styrene. The brake lines are craft
wire. There's one other thing I had to do: the
wheel bulges on the wing upper surface are
attached via a pair of projections. You have to
drill the wng tops at an indicated area and
then cement the projections into them. You
now have unrealistic blemishes at the ceiling
of the wells. Filling and sanding them down

usually does away with the detail H'gawa
casts in. I restored the rib detail with
Evergreen "2x4" stock.
As said above, I used EagleCals
for my markings, and was not disappointed
with them. They are opaque, true as to
color, and properly aligned. The colored
profiles and description paragraphs that
accompany the decal sheets are a real
bonus. In this case, the sheet I bought
featured four -K examples. Of note, is that
the last plane on the sheet is really a last
ditch manufacture. The main panels on the
wing bottoms are not even painted, but left
in natural metal. I have also heard that the
wheel wells are also in NMF. I do believe
I'll do this one at a later date, it intrigues
me.
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In Range:
December 12th Meeting - Chris
Libucha
1/32nd F100-D - John McCormick
1/32nd Mobus Flying Sub - Paul Champigny
1/3th M26 Pershing - Ray Rosario
1/35th Stug III B (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/35th Sturmpanzer IV Early (WIP) - Steve
Kwasny
1/72nd PT-109 (WIP) - ??

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Mike McDade
Craig Magina
Frank Knight
John Nickerson
Gian Montecalvo
Bill Collins
John Gisetto Sr.
John McCormick
Ray Rosario
Hal Marshman Sr.

Chris Libucha
Steve Kwasny
Paul Champigny
Rich Guilbault
Kevin Colburn
Ed Rosario
Eric Petersen
John Gisetto Jr.
Stan Wright
Norm Robbie

Raffle Winners:
Merry X-Mass to all - presents for all
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January 9th Meeting - Bill Collins
1/35th Sturmpanzer IV Early (WIP) - Steve
Kwasny
1/35th Oanzer IV F1 (WIP) - Steve Kwasny
1/72nd Noordyn Norseman - Joe McDonald Sr.
1/48th Yak - Joe McDonald Sr.
1/72nd Sailplane - Joe McDonald Sr.
1/35th French Pilot & Mechanic - Joe
McDonald Sr.
1/72nd F6F - Paul Champigny

In Attendance:
Kevin Colburn
Gian Montecalvo
Craig Magina
Chris Libucha
John McCormick
John Nickerson
Bob Don
Paul Champigny
Bill Collins

John Gisetto Sr.
Bob Magina
Steve Kwasny
David Tanguay
Eric Peterson
Mike McDade
Hal Marshman Sr.
Joe McDonald Sr.

Raffle Winners:
1/35th M3 75m Gun Motor Carriage - Steve
Kwasny
Sanding Sticks - Chris Libucha
Masking Tape - John McCormick

Up Scope
March 13th Meeting
Host - Joe Ravino
64 Judson Rd.
Weymouth, Ma., 02188
781-331-0118
From Rte 3, exit 16 for Weymouth, rte 18
North. Go left at first light, and
immediate right on Front St. Go left at
first blinking light on Federal St. Go right
on Summer St, and immediate left.
Now, almost immediate right on Judson
Rd. When Judson turns left, first house
on the left, blue shingle Cape.
If you get mixed up, call Joe at the above
number, or Hal at 781 335 3086 cell 781710-6294.

May 8th Meeting
Host - Norman Babcock
8 Rock Lane
Norton, MA
508-285-4239
Rte 495S to Rte 140 to Reservoir Street by
Great Woods. Go 1 mile. Rock Lane is on
the left. Its the first house (blue).
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April 10th Meeting
Host - Gian Montecalvo
19 Karen Drive Drive
North Providence, RI 02911
401-231-1086
From I-295 take exit 7A (Rt.44 East)
Turn left at the first light on to Esmond
St. Follow Esmond St. straight thru the
stop sign to the end, and turn right on to
Rt.104. Follow Rt.104 for 1.3 miles and
turn left at Posillipo Italian Family
Restaurant on to Sawin Ave. Turn left at
the end of Sawin Ave. on to Oakhurst
Ave. Oakhurst turns in to Sherwood Ave.
after the right hand curve. Follow
Sherwood staying to the right at the first
fork at Woodhaven Blvd. Bear left at the
stop sign at Bicentennial Way. First left
on to Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign on
to Karen Dr. 19 will be the on the right.
From I-195 follow to I-95 North to
Rt.146 North. Take the 2nd exit off
Rt.146 (Mineral Spring). Turn left at the
bottom of the ramp and follow Mineral
Spring Ave. 7 lights, 2.5 miles, and turn
right on to Locust Ave. Follow Locust
Ave. to the end and turn left on to
Bicentennial Way. Turn left at the 2nd
stop sign and continue to follow
Bicentennial as the road curves to the
2nd stop sign at Sherwood Ave. Turn
right on to Sherwood Ave. first left on to
Lori Dr. Right at first stop sign on to
Karen Dr.

From The Bridge
The President's Column
Let’s hit the ground running! This is my
first column of 2010, another new
decade, and the last issue of The
Battlewagon before the spring show
season starts. So I’m giving you fair
warning. Saturday March 20 is the 2010
version of DownEastCon at the Thorton
Academy Linnell Gymnasium in Saco,
ME. Our club is usually well represented
at this event. For more info contact Ron
Garland at high52@metrocast.net. The
following weekend, Sunday March 28
Wings & Wheels hosts VallyCon 20 out in
Chicopee MA. Another event our
members turn out for in a big way. For
more info on this event contact Al
Lafleche at ajlafleche@comcast.net .
After all of that comes NoreastCon 2010,
April 30 to May 1, 2010 in Farmingdale,
NY. That’s on Long Island. Bob DeMaio
is the contact here at
taurleo@optionline.net . I’ve always
enjoyed my time at NoreastCon. I’ve
been going since the mid ‘70s. I don’t
make it every year, just can’t, shall we
say life gets in the way, but I try to make
it a weekend and stay at the event
location if possible. Always glad I did.
Once again the club has voted to
sponsor a trophy pack for NoreastCon.
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Some of you may be familiar with the BBC
America program “Top Gear”. It’s an hour
long program dedicated to reviewing the
latest in the automotive world. Whereas it’s
based in England most of the cars they
review are European in origin. The three
hosts of the show or their pet professional
driver test drive these vehicles on a local
track. When they are not doing this they are
competing against each other in some race
or challenge, an always entertaining
segment of the program. In the season
opener they went back to 1949. The race
was from London to Edinburgh, a distance
of about 400 miles. One got to drive a
Jaguar XK120, a fine looking cream
exterior, red interior example, the genesis
for the Jag C type, D type, XK-SS, and
XKE. The fastest car in the world, at that
time or so they claimed. Another would ride
a Vincent Black Shadow, the fastest
motorcycle in the world at the time, the
starting point for the super-bikes of today.
They would have to drive the ‘A-1’, the main
north – south road in England at that time,
not the current highways. The third host
would take the most popular method of
travel of the day, the railroad. A beautifully
maintained steam locomotive in British
Railways green would pull a train of
passenger cars. I have to believe that this
was not an item pulled from someone’s
collection but an operational and scheduled
trip. What the host didn’t realize was that he
was to be the ‘stoker’ for the trip. He had to
shovel 33 pounds of coal for each mile of
travel. I mention all this because I was
reminded of things I had forgotten. As the
race progressed you watched the face of
the host stoking the firebox and the other
crew members gradually turn black from the
soot and coal dust. And the number of crew
members and their roles in the cab of that
locomotive, all having a necessary functions
to keeping the train moving. So to end my
story, the Jag won. He could drive to the
hotel where they were to meet. The stoker
had to run from the train station to the hotel.
The train also had to stop and take on water
and coal at some of its stops.

So, you may ask, besides providing
some excellent views of three
interesting model subjects, what does
this have to do with modeling? Just this,
we tend to look at things with ‘modern
eyes’. We are use to modern things and
we evaluate things based on our current
surroundings. I am old enough to
remember steam locomotives. I
remember men coming home from work
black with soot except from where they
had wiped it away with a handkerchief
or bandanna, but had forgotten about it.
So when you are trying to design or
finish a diorama, a vignette, a figure or
detailed model you need to put away
those modern eyes and tune into the
time period of the subject. Small details,
correct for the time, will sell the finished
product. That’s my story and I’m sticking
to it.
Our ship modelers have been getting a
lot of publicity as of late. Fine Scale
Modeler recently released their Great
Scale Modeling 2010 issue. In their
coverage of the IPMS Nationals, spread
across pages 10 and 11 is the USS
Joseph P. Kennedy built by our own Gil
Costa. It’s a great photo of a great
model. The rough seas base that Gil
built to display the destroyer on really
catches your eye. Gil didn’t take any
awards at the Nationals with this model.
I’m speculating but my best guess is
that they judged only the ship and
excluded the base. That may sound like
I’m knocking the model but I’m not. Gil
started with the Commander Series
1/350 USS Johnson, a resin kit, and
converted it to the Kennedy, having to
scratch build the FRAM. For the
uninitiated FRAM is a Navy acronym for
Fleet Rehabilitation & Modernization. In
this case it took the Gearing class
Kennedy from it’s WW2 configuration
into the Cold War era increasing it’s antisubmarine capabilities.
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Something we have talked about a few
times over the past few years is getting out
on some more road trips. This would mean
planning a trip, scheduling a date, renting a
van, etc. Our destination could be a
museum, a battlefield, or a hobby shop
run. Possibly the club could underwrite
some of the cost. Scheduling seams to be
the hard part, fitting it in between meetings
and upcoming shows and holidays. I am
currently planning a hobby shop run. What
I have so far is to start out from the parking
lot at Harry’s at about 10 am some
Saturday, stop in Avon at an art supply I
think many of you would like, a break for
lunch, then head north to Malden and the
Hobby Bunker, eventually reaching the
Spare Time Shop and finishing up back at
Harry’s before he closes. Its not a good
drive from Malden to Marlboro so I’m trying
to find another stop maybe a little further
north to fit between those two locations.
That would give us about seven hours to
make the trip. Please give me some
feedback on this if you think you would like
to go. Also, If you have an idea for a
destination you would like to visit and think
others would be interested, talk to me
about it.
Going through the latest issue, (Mar.
2010), of Fine Scale Modeler I spotted a
number of items that deserve comment.
First is Trumpeter, they are releasing a
batch of new kits. The first that caused a
double take was the 1/32 F/A-18E with the
$229.95 price tag. No more need be said
on that issue. They have also released a
pair of F-100Cs, one in 1/72 and the other
in 1/48, to go along with their 1/32 scale
beauty. At $34.95 a pop for the 1/72 kit I
think it’s a bit steep. The 1/48 kit is only
$15 more. Both kits have some problems
and I think are on the high end price wise
of equivalent sized kits. There is an article
on Airbrush Problems and how to fix them,
complete with photos of what to look for
when your airbrush is having a problem.

when your airbrush is having a problem.
Building an NB-52A Mother Ship is an article
that is near and dear to my heart, it’s something
I’ve always wanted to do. Convert the
Monogram 1/72 B-52 into the X-15 carrying
mother ship, it’s a colorful model when done. I
built the small scale Revell kit many years ago.
I just loved the scheme. Creating Realistic
Groundwork has a lot of good ideas for
building your diorama and figure bases.
Dragon is releasing a 1/48 scale Bf 110D-3.
From the box art in the ad it promises to be a
great kit. And finally Tamiyas 1/32 Spitfire
with 501 parts including 33 cast metal and 63
PE, it has a price tag of $153. A bit on the steep
side but you get a lot for your money. It even
has magnetic latches on the cowling so you can
remove them to expose the engine. The
reviewer listed only ‘brittle decals’ as the ‘cons’
for the kit.

years in advance we can handle that.
Mail your payments to me or see me at a
meeting, checks to be made payable to
Bay Colony Historic Modelers.
God bless America!
servicemen overseas.

Pray

Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

We are now in the 2009 – 2010
membership year, our 41st year. Have you
renewed your membership? The
membership fee is still only $10 per year.
The family membership plan is still
available. If you would like to pay a couple

Support Your Local Hobby Shops
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for

our

Support Your Local Hobby Shops
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second Saturday
of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The meetings
take place at selected members houses. Look at the
Battlewagon or the club website for locatiion and
directions. Guests are always welcome. Membership is
$10.00 per year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.
The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS USA
views. Submissions relevant to modeling are welcome,
and may be published at the discretion of the editor. All
material is subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.
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IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
12 Garrison Drive
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

2009 - 2010 Club Dues
If you have not already done
so, please renew your dues
for the coming 2009-2010
membership year. Dues are
still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at a
meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, RFD #2,
Middleboro, MA 02346

