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The Modeler’s Bench – Carl 
Iannotti 

 

 
Hello Fellow Modelers 
 
 Well, I have been successfully badgered to provide 
a bio and picture, by Robert. 

  Who am I? I am Carl. I build models. I am single.  
 I started building in the early 1960’s. My first kits 
were the monogram Dauntless and Helldiver. I 
loved all of those moving parts. Scale accuracy? 
Well, maybe I got concerned with that later. 
 
  I graduated high school, and wanted to join the 
Army, and be on a real tank, since I like mechanical 
things. The Army was only too happy to oblige. I 
spent 3 ½ years in beautiful COLD Germany, 
driving around the countryside, in a tank. I was also 
the gunner, as we took turns driving, if we were on 
a long road march. My tank modeling hobby really 
kicked in a bit while in Germany. There were plenty 
of Tamiya kits for sale at a German department 
store nearby. Building a copy of the tank I was on 
was easy, and I began to get a critical eye for unique 
details on different tanks in the same company. 
 
  After the Army, I got a job in electronics, and 
suddenly had more time, and money. I was able to 
spend both building more. I do build non military 
ground vehicles, I have built many aircraft. I like 
the large and unusual kits. Hence, I have built a 
1/16th scale M4 (105)HVSS, and the DORA railgun. 
I do have an urge to always buy a new kit as it 
comes available, but not to get every variant of 
every kit. One Tamiya, or Dragon Tiger 1 is 
sufficient. 
 
   It has been interesting to me, to see the 
improvement in accuracy by the various 
manufacturers as the retool kits. When there are 
mistakes, I do have enough references now, to do 
my own corrections. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 

Judging at Model Contests 
 
By Hal Marshman, Sr. 
 
 
   I thought it might be about time for a few 
little words as regards judging at model 
contests. 
   First of all, and most importantly, proper 
judging is a real and heavy responsibility. 
It is the judge’s job to select the best models 
in their categories. Let’s look at it this way: 
As a builder, I spend considerable time, not 
to mention a portion of my personal 
treasure, to put the best example of my work 
as possible on the table. This not only for the 
purpose of the competition, but for the 
enjoyment of my peers, and yes, to possibly 
inspire newbie modelers. Having built to my 
own best standards, and having paid my 
entry fees, and spent much time planning my 
display, and filling out the multifarious entry 
forms, I submit my creations to the tender 
mercies of those of my peers as have been 
assigned to my particular categories. Now, 
what do I expect from those worthies who 
will be poring over my work. What I expect, 
yea even demand, is complete fairness. I 

don’t expect judges to judge my work on the 
fact that good or bad, I was the creator. Let’s 
face it, if you judge enough, certain builders 
develop their own trademarks in their builds. 
After a few times out, any judge worth his 
salt will recognize my work. If he’s a friend, 
he must overlook that fact and judge the 
model on its own merits. If he isn’t a friend, 
and may even bear some animosity to me 
personally, his responsibility doesn’t 
change. He must either judge the model on 
its own merits as above, or if unable, 
withdraw from the judging team! I can’t 
state it any clearer than that, and with the 
difficulty we have in getting volunteers to 
judge, I hope he takes the high road with his 
judging, and does not allow any prejudices 
to cloud his thinking. 
   Prejudices do not just include the modeler 
him or herself, they may also carry over to 
the type model presented. It is on record that 
a judge many years ago, who shall remain 
unknown, selected a Messerschmitt that was 
a mediocre model over a very well done 
Mustang, because his  personal preference 
was the Me, and he just didn’t like 
Mustangs. Now we’re not talking the 
models here, but the real prototypes.  
Childish but unfortunately true. There are 
those in the scale model airplane world, that 
just love a bare metal finish, particularly if it 
even moderately well done. What rubs me 
the wrong way, is when this natural metal 
finish has been meticulously applied to an 
aircraft that never appeared in metal, but 
painted aluminum. Witness the Buffalo 
presented at Baycon a few years back. Even 
the fabric areas showed NMF. Nationalities 
can and do come into play, with some 
judges eschewing any model bearing the 
swastika. Politics are not part of the judging 
criteria. German models, Russian models, 



 
 
 
 

 

Iranian models, Israeli models, be they 
aircraft or armor, or even ships,  all are to be 
judged fairly against one another, without 
regard to their national origin, or unpopular 
markings. I’ve not seen this type of 
prejudice at Bay Colony contests, but have 
at other venues. Perhaps you or I do not care 
for extreme weathering, or actually prefer it. 
Makes no difference. If the weathering is 
well done, even if it’s more artistic than 
realistic, it has every chance as a model 
that’s museum clean.  
   We must remember at all times, that as we 
judge, we are being watched by many of the 
folks whose models we are judging. All 
models must be looked at, even if we can 
see glaring errors from 3 feet away.  We 
must be aware that people may be listening, 
and such commentary as “Did he drag it 
behind the car on his way here?” have no 
place in our tableside talk.  
   All of the above is to remind each and 
every person judging our contests that we 
have a reputation for good judge work, and 
one of the best ways to shoo away 
prospective entrants, is to give the 
impression that we practice slanted and 
prejudiced judging, or even worse practice 
favoritism or the “Old Buddy  Syndrome”.  
Believe me, this type of rep could absolutely 
ruin our contests or even put them out of 
business. Always remember, it we’re not on 
the up and up, bad words spread much faster 
than good ones. 
 
Best regards to all, Hal Marshman, Sr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Region 1 Update 01-14-08 
By Doug Hamilton RC-1 
 
 
 

 
 
Greetings, 
Here we are, the first Update for 2008, and a 
few things to mention. First off I hope 
everyone had great holidays, and Santa, 
Santo, Santu, or the mythological figure of 
your choice brought cool stuff to y'all!! I'll 
be going out of town for ten days starting 17 
Jan, returning 26 Jan, and will only have 
limited e mail contact during this time. 
Please forgive any delays in getting back to 
anyone. 
  
Rechartering is complete, and all 26 Region 
1 chapters are good for another year. It 
seemed everyone had no problems getting 
the necessary items attended to, and all in 
good time. I appreciate the efforts everyone 
put into the process this year, and offer my 
thanks. I'll remind everyone to keep 
updating their fact sheets throughout the 
year, and sending me a copy of each edit. I 
forward those edits to Dick, who in turn 
updates your chapters information when 
received. It keeps your chapter's info current 
in the IPMS data base, and by being current 
allows you to only need to send off the 



 
 
 
 

 

payment next year, making rechartering a 
snap.  
  
Attached you'll find the latest, greatest 
listing of all Approved 2008 events. If your 
chapter's event isn't listed it hasn't been 
approved yet. Or if I just flat out missed it, 
let me know!!  I expect the fall scheduled 
events to be added shortly, with another 
updated list going out late spring.  
While we're thinking about shows, I've been 
asked to reiterate the event approval process. 
So to refresh everyone's memory: 
1) Set a tenitive event date with the facility. 
Have them write it in with pencil at this 
point. 
2) Contact the RC, (ME!!) to request the 
tenitive date. IF requested date is open, or 
poses no conflicts with other events I 
approve it immediately.  
3) If further discussion is needed before 
approval, I'll get right back to you with any 
questions. I'll proceed as quickly as possible 
to work with you in order to get your date 
approved.  
4) Only when your event is RC Approved, 
go to IPMS Web site, under Member 
Services, pull up Event Registration Form. 
Fill out the form completely, checking off 
"RC Approved" box, and submit.  
5) Do not submit an event registration form 
without requesting approval first. Dick will 
only kick it back that will slow the process 
down considerably.  

6) Contact faculty and have them schedule 
in pen, the date is firm.  
If there are any questions, please ask. I want 
everything to be smooth like a gravy 
sandwich, so if in doubt, ask!!  
  
Everyone will bee seeing Noreastcon info 
being sent out by our hosts. I'll start the 
annual pleas by asking every Region 1 
chapter to consider sponsoring a category at 
Noreastcon this year. If your chapter doesn't 
consider sponsorships, please consider 
Noreastcon. It's our regional, and our hosts 
work their butts off putting together an 
event. Please help them by sponsoring. And 
with mention of Noreastcon I'll also mention 
it's time to start putting you Region 1 
Chapter of the Year, and Person of the Year 
nominations together, and send them my 
way. The cut off date for both nominations 
is March 15 this year. We all know people 
that should be nominated. Act now to make 
it a reality!! 
  
With that being put out there, I'll end this. 
As always, please share this with the officers 
and members of your chapters!!  
  
Semper Fi 
Doug Hamilton 
RC-1 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

                In Range: 
 

    December  Meeting 8th  -  Chris 
    Libucha 
  

1/35th JagdTiger (WIP) – Bob Magina 
1/35th T-34/76 Model 43 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/35th Panzer III L (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/35th Medieval Squire&Dog – Joe McDonald 
Sr. 
120mm WWII Tanker Bust – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/72nd P-47D – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/72nd Westland Hill Pterodactyl – Joe 
McDonald Sr. 
1/35 Marder III H (WIP) – Mike Kenney 
1/32nd Japanese Zero (WIP) – Kevin Conlon 
1/32nd Macchi 202 – Kevin Conlon 
1/350th USS England (WIP) – Paul Champigny 
 

Raffle: Christmas – gifts to all Thank You 
Santa John 
 
 
In Attendance: 
Bob Magina   Chris Libucha      
John Nickerson              Kevin Conlon 
Stan Wright  Gian Montecalvo 
John Gissetto Sr. John Gisetto Jr. 
Kevin Colburn  Steve Kwasny               
Mike Kenney  Joe McDonald Sr. 
Ray Laskorski  Phil Labounty 
Bob Don  Dave Tanguay 
Paul Champigny 
 
 
 
 
                            



 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

January 12th Meeting – Bill Collins 
 
1/35th BE-10 – Bill Collins 
1/35th PT-76 – Bill Collins 
1/35th M4 Tractor – Bill Collins 
1/35th Marder I – Bill Collins 
1/350th Nagato – Bill Collins 
1/35th T-34/76 1943 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/35th SdKfz 231 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/32nd Japanese Zero – Kevin Conlon 
1/35th Merkava (WIP) – Kevin Conlon 
1/24th GT 40 MK II 66’ – Gil Costa 
1/48th I-16 (WIP) – Chris Libucha 
1/48th P-51A (WIP) – Chris Libucha 
 

Raffle: 1/72nd B-26F/G Marauder – Paul 
Champigny 
 
In Attendance: 
Kevin Colburn              Robert Magina 
Steve Kwasny      John Nickerson 
John Gisetto Jr.              John Gissetto Sr. 
Chris Libucha                Gil Costa 
Gian Montecalvo           Stan Wright   
Mark Rose  Ray Rosario 
Kevin Conlon  Paul Champigny 
Mike Kenney  Bill Collins 
Bob Don 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Up Scope: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 12th   2008  Meeting  
 

- Host – Ted Conway  –  
(401) 392-0160 

265 Maple Valley Road Coventry, RI 02816  
 
From MA and Northern RI: 

Interstate 295 S to exit 4 (Plainfield Pike Rt. 14). 
Take a right onto Plainfield Pike and follow to First 
red light.  At light (Dunkin Donut's will be on the 
right) take a left onto Comstock Pkwy. Follow 
Comstock to red light and take a right at the light 
onto Rt. 12.  A fire station will be on your  right.  
Follow Rt. 12 straight.  You will go through a 
blinking yellow light and then you will come to a  
flashing red light (Rt. 116). Keep going straight. 
You will go over the Scituate Reservoir and go up 
a hill - stay to the right at the top of the hill. Follow 
for approx. 1 - 1 ½ miles, there will be a guard rail 
on the left, at the end of the guard rail take a left 
onto Matteson Road.  Follow Matteson Road, when 
you get to the fork in the road bear left.  Follow to 
the end.  At the stop sign take a left onto Maple 
Valley Rd.  Follow to the next stop sign and take a 
right.  House is the second driveway on the right. 

March 8th  2008  Meeting  
 

- Host – Bob Don  –  
11 William Drive, Foxboro, MA 

508-698-2753 
 
Take 95 to Exit 8 (Sharon/Foxboro). Go onto 
Mechanic Street towards Foxboro. (left if 
coming from south, right if coming from 
north).  Go to traffic light and go left onto Oak 
Street. Go ½ mile and go right onto Maura 
Elizabeth Lane (last street before overpass). 
Go left onto William Drive.  House is #11 (6th 
house on right). 

May 10th   2008  Meeting  
 

- Host – Steve Kwasny  –  
508-717-2449 

8 Miller Street, Apt. 1, Blackstone, MA 
 
From 495: Exit 16  King Street, Franklin. 
Take left off exit if 495N, right off exit if 495S
Follow King Street to Rt 126 in Bellingham. 
Go through lights (past Dean Bank) and 
continue through next set (Stop and shop). 
Take 3rd right (Ethel street). Take 2nd right 
(Miller Street). Look for white house with 
chain link fence.  Parking on street. 
 
From Attleboro: Take Rt 120 to Rt 114. 
Follow Rt 114 to Woonsocket. come to Rt 126 
intersection, and take a right.  Ethel Street  
will be on your left  (before the Welcome to 
Blackstone sign)  Ethel street is second right. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
The President's Column FROM 
THE BRIDGE   
 

 
 
We are now into our 2007 – 2008 membership 
year and if you haven’t renewed membership is 
still only $10 per year. The discount you receive 
with your membership card at some of our 
favorite hobby shops, such as Harry’s Hobbies, 
or Spare Time, can help your membership pay 
for itself. Also, remember that our new family 
membership plan is now available. If you would 
like to pay a couple years in advance we can 
handle that. Mail your payments to me or see me 
at a meeting, checks to be made payable to Bay 
Colony Historic Modelers.  
 
It looks as if our Make-n-take season is over for 
this year. We have not heard from the Norton 
Cub Scout pack yet, so that may change. We 
have done the Norton pack the last few years, 
it’s normally our largest M&T with over 50 
models being handed out. If we hear from them 
we will post it in the forum. 
 
When we decided to get this Make-n-Take 
program up and running we thought it would be 
a good project for the club, and help promote the 
hobby. I thought it would be a good outreach 
program to attract new members. The only 
interest in the program from the outside world 
has been from the cub scouts. The kids are 
beaming when they finish their projects. Many 

of the parents also enjoy themselves. The 
comments we receive indicate interest in models 
and modeling, and we have met a number of 
adult model builders, but as of yet we haven’t 
recruited one new member. I would have to say 
that next to Bob Magina, BayCon is our best 
recruiting tool. 
 
I recently posted two polls on the club forum. I 
now wish I hadn’t. I apologize to one and all, it 
was not my intent to set off such a fervor. I had 
been in communication with some of the other 
clubs here in the northeast over changes they 
were proposing to make to their contest formats. 
I’m not sure if they are just experimenting or 
giving in to internal pressure, some of the clubs 
are intending to use limited “open” formats, 
modified AMPS format on a limited basis, or a 
combination of the two. I was curious as to how 
they proposed to do this and contacted them. A 
number of emails were exchanged. I copied John 
Gisetto on some of these. Mostly incase word 
got out that I was requesting information, I 
didn’t want people to think I was trying to 
revamp our show behind everyone’s backs. 
What I was trying to do was establish a base line 
or basis that I could compare future data to. We 
already have a few members that have promoted 
the AMPS system for our show. I figured that 
once our membership experienced these revised 
format shows there would be numerous 
questions as to why we can’t do the same. I 
could then post these same poll questions again 
and see how much our member’s sentiment had 
changed, if at all. So, that said, the two poll 
questions are still open. Please take the time to 
go to the forum and under “General Discussion” 
look for the two polls started by me, “BayCon 
Awards” and “Judging with a points system”, 
and vote your choice. We need at least 20 votes 
per question to make it anywhere near scientific. 
You do not have to contribute to the discussion, 
but you might want to read them. You may find 
it sheds some light on the questions and helps 
you to form an opinion. I guarantee that I won’t 
be making any changes to the show format this 



 
 
 
 

 

year based on the poll results. 
 
As of the time I write this we have just received 
a resume in response to my attempt to retire as 
Chief Judge. No meetings have yet been 
scheduled. There have not been any other 
volunteers to fill any of the other show 
committee positions as I mentioned here last 
issue. 
 
One thing that may change at BayCon this year 
is the Judges Trophy. Because of some of the 
negative feedback we received this year and 
input from some of our members, it may become 
more of a best of show award than a popular 
vote by the judges. More on this as it develops. 
This I will accept input on, should you care to 
share your opinion. 
 
We now have a banner for when we do displays. 
John Gisetto displayed it for the first time at the 
January meeting at Bill’s. It’s about 8 ft. long by 
2 ft. high so that it will fit across the front of a 
standard 8 ft banquet table. We don’t have a 
method for hanging it from the table yet but we 
are working at it. Thanks John for seeing this 
project through. 
 
Just incase you missed it this is our 40th 
Anniversary year, starting in March. The 
anniversary committee is working on a number 
of items. I hope I’m not letting out any secrets 
here. Some of you that keep track of these things 
know that our stores are running low on a 
number of club items. We still have some shirts 
left, the blue BCHMA $10 golf shirt and the off-
white w/ blue collar $20 shirt that the club 
underwrote the cost of with the funds we made 
from NoreastCon 2002. Both of those shirts cost 
the club $6 and change more than we have been 
selling them to club members. Once they are 
gone the price will go up on the next batch, I’m 
sure. Our $2.50 hats are gone. We are checking 
into new hats. Most of the local suppliers no 
longer silk screen hats, except for some 
cheapies, unless you are talking large quantities, 

we’re not. I guess there isn’t enough money in it. 
To get the better hats they are talking 
embroidery which will look good but jumps the 
price up. We’ll keep working at it. Oh, and 
mugs, again order size matters. I think there is 
one blue on white coffee mug left. So we are 
shopping around. There should be more info on 
this soon. A while back we promised 
sweatshirts. This is a hot item. Finding the right 
shirt is the problem now. Either the colors are 
restricted by size or they are pushing hoodies. 
Again we are working on it. It’s tough trying to 
keep the cost down, quality up, and the run 
small. Believe me, we will let you know when 
anything new becomes available. (Don’t hold 
your breath, but you can keep your fingers 
crossed.) Also, we have a very limited 
assortment of the famous, highly collectable, 
BayCon Root Beer mugs/paintbrush holders. We 
will make these available for the 40th, first come 
first served. Priced to sell at $5 each. 
 
Just prior to BayCon 2007 I was told it was our 
25th show. Bob informs me that this coming 
BayCon 2008 is in fact the 25th BayCon. There 
have been some suggestions that we do 
something special. We have to make up our 
minds on this soon so we can publish the info. 
I’m open to suggestions on this one. Let me 
know what you think. 
 
This just in, Southern Maine will not be having 
their show this year. This info was passed along 
by Ted Bunn. This is disappointing news. It was 
for many of us the first contest of the spring and 
a strong contingent of us would head north, 
many of us making a weekend out of it. 
 
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen 
overseas.  
Happy modeling and give kits to kids! 
John J. Nickerson 
bchmaprez@verizon.net   
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

   

      Support Your 
      Hobby Shop 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Panzer Officer 
Grossduestchland 
120mm Figure by Alpine 
Miniatures 
 
By Ray Rosario 
 
 

 
This was my first, but certainly not my last, 
figure from Alpine Miniatures.  It depicts a 

German Panzer Officer from the 
Grossduestchland Division standing in a 
relaxed pose.  This resin figure has very 
little in the ways of surface flaws and the 
detail is excellent (for example, on the right 
arm cuff band you can see the word 
“Grossduestchland”).  There are ten pieces 
including your choice of two heads (one 
with the tradition officer’s cap and the other 
with the MG-42 cap). 
 
Fit on this figure, on a scale of one to ten, 
would be a nine.  There was an issue with 
his right arm connecting to the torso with a 
significant gap; otherwise, he went together 
well.  Total construction time was forty 
hours but ten of those were because of me 
needing to strip and repaint him once. 
 
Speaking of painting, the figure was done 
primarily in oils.  The benefits were the 
colors were much richer and were able to be 
blended easier.  The negative was oil paint 
being fragile it does not stand for too much 
handling (hence the need to strip the figure 
when I inadvertently took a chunk of paint 
from his pants).  I also found that once you 
decide the uniform color it is best to paint a 
lighter shade of it in acrylics before doing 
the oils.  Since oils can be translucent, 
having a similar color under it will add to 
the paint’s depth.  Once painted, except for 
the metallic colors, I let him dry for about a 
week and then shot a coat of Dull Cote.   
 
The pants were done in winter white and for 
their shading I used the Prismacolor and 
Derwent colored pencils.  These worked 
very well; color placement was very 
accurate and after applying them, their hard 
edges could be blended off with a micro 
brush or a stiff paint brush.  The metallic  



 
 
 
 

 

  
colors were done after the figure was flat coated to maintain their sheen. 
 
This figure retails for $45.00.  I would like to thank Alpine Miniatures for getting some 
replacement parts out to me in record time and charge me only minimal shipping.  I would also 
like to thank Hal Marshman for his advice and suggestions regarding the uniform colors. 
 

Support Your 
      Hobby Shop 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS 
 

 

 

(508) – 222-3460 
 

Hobby Hut 
47 Bank Street Rear 
Attleboro, MA  02703 

     Models  - Trains  -   Paints -  Rockets  -  RC 
                        - Hobby Supplies - 
10-6 Daily            10-5 Sat           Closed Sundays 

- WILL SPECIAL ORDER - 
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