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Recon
MassCar 27th  Mar 15, 2015, Holiday Inn,
Taunton, MA Contact Stu Marcus 603382
9724 or marcus_stuart@yahoo.com
Valleycon 25  Mar 29, 2015, Knights of
Columbus, 460 Granby Rd, Chicopee, MA
Contact Al Lafleche 4133061270 or
ajlafleche@comcast.net
Downeastcon  Apr 12, 2015, Thornton
Academy, Linnell Gymnasium, 438 Main
Street, Saco, ME Contact George Bangs
2076258007
CAN/AM CON 13  Apr 25, 2015, VT
National Guard Armory, 255 LaFountain
Street, Winooski, VT Contact Chris
Graeter 8028781275
Noreastcon 2015  May 12, 2015, Polish
Community Center, 225 Washington
Avenue, Albany, NY Contact Nick
Filippone 518 7362434
IPMS USA Nationals  Jul 2225, 2015,
Columbus, Ohio Contact Graham Holmes
registration AT ipmsusa2015 DOT com
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2014  2015 Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 20142015 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please
remit your dues to John Nickerson at
the meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club
as well.

2014 IPMS Nationals
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Facility Search Committee

Del’s Corner

By: John J. Gisetto Sr.

Del Stator at large…..

The following has been announced at our last two
monthly meetings: The Knights of Columbus Hall,
North Attleboro will be placed up For Sale within
the next year. This is the hall that our club has
utilized for our annual November BayCon show
for the past 29 years.
We have therefore reactivating our “Facility
Search Committee”. Below is a listing of
committee members.
Chairman: John Gisetto, Asst. Chairman: Steve
Kwasny: Committee members: John Nickerson,
Bob Magina, Paul Champigny, Kevin Colburn,
Peter Jardim, Ray Rosario and Gian Montecalvo
Your committee is moving aggressively forward in
our pursuit to locate a new facility. At our first
meeting we focused on strategies/ideas to locate
a new facility for our BayCon show. We need to
start thinking out of the box and utilize innovative
ideas in our quest to find a new facility. A fact
sheet concerning our needs for a facility is now in
the process of being updated and will be available
to our search committee and any member who
requests it. This will also be posted in the Forum.
The search for a suitable facility does not rest
solely in the hands of your committee but also
with the general club membership. If a club
member knows of a suitable facility then please
contact a committee member immediately. Please
note that you should not make any commitments
to any facility, just gather pertinent information
and send it off to a committee member. Your
committee will take it from there.
If any club member is in need of additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me
at: jgisetto@comcast.net or 5089471546.
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Airfix Starter Sets
As part of Airfix’s resurgence they are releasing
a line of kits they call “Starter Sets”. These
Starter Sets are the exact same models that are
in their regular red rectangular box packaging
with the exception that it has a tab that extends
from the box with paint, a brush or two, and
sometimes some glue, vacuum sealed to the
tab. A major difference between the standard kit
and the starter kit is the decals. Normally the
standard kits have two or more schemes. The
starter sets only have one, but it is different from
the standard kit. For example, the Gloster
Gladiator standard kit comes with two schemes,
a camouflaged Irish Air Force and an aluminum
doped British aircraft, while the starter set has
markings for Pat Pattle’s camo aircraft in Egypt,
1940. In this case the starter kit comes with six
pots of paint, two brushes, and glue. The flaw to
this is that the color scheme, which is printed on
the back of the box in color, is based on those 6
colors of paint, which may not be entirely
accurate. In this case, Pattle’s aircraft is shown
with a silver or aluminum exhaust collector ring
on the cowl. To my knowledge, these were
bronze or copper in color, which is what is
shown on the box cover art.
The paints supplied with the kit are in small
plastic pots. I have to imagine there is adequate
paint in each pot to paint that model. The paints
are Humbrol acrylics. They are only identified by
their color number on the color scheme and
these seem to match up with the Humbrol color
charts. I have not tried to airbrush any of these
paints, yet I have to imagine that they are
reducible to airbrush consistency with the
proper thinners. Future experiments will be
reported here. I have seen promotional photos
of Starter Sets with liquid glue but I have not
actually seen them in the stores. What I have

seen included is Humbrol Poly Cement tube.
The tube mentions its flammable, so it may be
useable, if you wish. I do not know if British or
European regulations control the type of glue
supplied to children. The brushes appear to be
useable and of reasonable quality, unlike the
Testors brushes supplied in their paint and tool
sets. The bristles are a little stiff and appear to
be some sort of acrylic. The handle only lists
the size and Humbrol – Airfix. Some kits are
supplied with more than one brush and in
those cases the brushes are different
sizes.When Airfix announces the new or re
tooled releases they show both the regular
packaging and the Starter Set versions, but the
starter sets seem to appear on the shelves
first. Yes, the Starter Sets are more expensive.
You have to pay for those extras. So if the
schemes are not important to you, stick to the
plain red box kits. I do think this is a great way
to involve younger modelers. They don’t need
to go out and buy any extra paints, brushes,
etc, and it gives them some extra supplies for
the future.
Enjoy…..
Del out.
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Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550
Store Hours:
MonFri

10am  7pm

Sat.

9am  5pm

Sun.

12pm  4pm

Contact Info.
Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

Were willing to give your model
club discounts.
30% off ordered items. (must be
prepaid)
20% off in stock items.(paints &
supplies are 15%)

waiting approval. I believe I misspoke in a
previous column. I stated that we as a club
decided to have all of our officers IPMS
members. It is an IPMS requirement that
officers be IPMS members.

From The Bridge
The President's Column
We are now into our 46th (2014 – 2015)
membership year. We are still holding the
membership fee to only $10 per year and
you can pay a couple years in advance if
you wish. There is also a family
membership plan. Mail your payments to
me or see me at a meeting, checks to be
made payable to Bay Colony Historic
Modelers.
Okay, I know the newsletter is late again
and I know it’s my fault. Bob’s been
waiting for this column. Sometimes things
just get in the way. I had it started on time
and had included a reminder for the Dec.
meeting at Chris Libucha’s. I’ve deleted
all of that info and now have to fill the
space with something different, and I was
worried about running long. 25 members
showed up to partake in the Libucha’s
hospitality. Even a couple we don’t
normally see, such as Phil LaBounty and
Ted Bunn. We also gained a new
member, Rocky Ozella. The kit exchange
went well with a brisk round of trading
taking place. Lets just say that if anyone
went home hungry it was there own fault.
Thanks again, Chris and Debbie.
After a short delay, waiting for Steve
Kwasny’s new IPMS number, our charter
has been submitted. We are now just
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The January 2015 issue of Fine Scale
arrived, and low and behold, show coverage
of the IPMS Nats. There are 19 photos
across 8 pages. What is amazing is that with
all of the great models that were there, only
19 of them were featured in this article and
two of them belonged to two of our own. Gil
Costa’s 1/350 Prinz Eugen stretches across
two pages, and Gian Montecalvo’s Iraqi T55
fills the bottom of another page. (Note: Not
his first prize winner.) How’s them odds?
Keeping a New England flavor, Wings &
Wheels member Mike Gondor’s French
Cuirassier also made the article.
We put a donation can out on the front table
at BayCon to raise money for the Fisher
House Foundation. $35 was dropped into
that can.
So, 68 entrants entered 242 models at
BayCon this year. Yes, the numbers were
down. We had 77 modelers and 50 more
models in 2013.We blame it on the weather.
Some people we see on a regular basis
didn’t show. We didn’t see any of the
Southern Maine group. Some areas around
Portland had 10 inches of snow. Just to show
the impact a couple people make, there is a
gentleman from Maine and Louie Rippa from
Long Island, regulars at our show, didn’t
make the trip. They each bring 15+ models.
So the turnout was a disappointment, but the
quality of the models that made the trip was
extraordinary.
I really must thank all of the members that
came out to help. You deserve a big round of
applause. (Clap now) You deserve to have
your name listed here and a description of
how you helped, but due to space restrictions
and the fact that I can’t remember everyone I

saw helping out, (and I’m sure there would
be some I missed). Please know your
efforts were appreciated. We also need to
thank the vendors because they are an
important part of our show. And thanks go
out to all of the trophy sponsors, they cover
a major cost of our show. And I would also
like to thank the judges, both from our club
and those nonclub members that
volunteered to help. In many cases they
had a tough job. All of that said there are a
couple people that I need to mention, such
as Joe Russum, who manned the
registration table for most of the day, and
Gian Montecalvo, who not only serves as
chief judge but made an emergency run to
pick up and deliver the table legs, and sold
8 trophy packs, and Bette Gisetto, who
sorted and placed in order all of the awards
before the show, and Paul Champigny, who
resolved a problem early in the show when
a long time vendor showed up that we
weren’t expecting. Thanks, all of you. This
level of effort and volunteerism is what
makes our show work.
Did the panic show on my face? At the
awards ceremony, I turned the mic over to
Bob Magina, as I always do, for the Missing
Man Award presentation. And then I heard
him start to introduce last years winner,
gears turned and things fell into place, and I
realized who he was going to be handing
the mic over to! There was a moment, after
all, there were women and children present.
….Thank you John.
Chris Ekstrom came to the show from
Columbia, CT. He also brought a number of
Jr. entries from the kids he teaches Model
Building to, at the Capt. Nathan Hale
Middle School Model Club. He had enough
entries from the Capt. Nathan Hale Model
Club for them to win the Club Challenge
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Award. Chris did rather well for himself, also. I
will be contacting Chris to find out more about
his club and see if there is a way for us to
help. I’m thinking a donation of kits or supplies
to help them out if they need it, not a field trip
for the club. I spoke briefly with Chris about
this club. He told me he has a line of kids
waiting for a seat. I need to find out what he is
doing right.
Charles Rowley, a member of the Cape Cod
club, was the number 68 modeler. He doesn’t
normally attend our show. I’ve seen Charles’
work at Noreastcon and some other shows,
and I’ve been a fan of his fire trucks for many
years. I wasn’t disappointed; out of his four
entries he earned a couple firsts and his USAF
Rescue truck took the Judges Award.
So, now to the bad news. During the show, I
was informed by the person that runs the hall
that the hall may not be available to us next
year. He and his father maintain the hall and
they have given their notice and no one from
the Knight of Columbus has stepped forward.
He is going to recommend to the Knights at
their next board meeting that they sell the hall.
If they go forward with that idea, they have to
get all of their ducks in a row, and he
estimated that it would take about a year to
sell. We were told that we could request a date
but there would be no guarantee that the date
would be honored if the hall was sold. We are
sort of caught in the proverbial spot between a
rock and a hard place. We have had a meeting
of the Hall Search Committee to discuss our
needs. We have decided to move ahead with
show plans at the same hall. Best case, we
get the show in before the hall is sold and
another year to find a new location. (I hope it
doesn’t take that long.) Worst case, we get
notified a couple weeks before the show that
we don’t have a location and we have to
scramble to get word out of the cancellation.
Ideal case, someone from the Knights steps

up and the problem goes away. Most likely, we
find a new location before summer, we will have
to reprint the show flyers and get the word out of
the new location and keep our fingers crossed
that people still want to come. We will keep you
up to date if we hear anything. Harry from Harry’s
Hobbies is faced with a similar problem in having
to find a new location for his shows and we have
agreed to share info.
Tamiya has released a 1/35 WWI British Mk. IV
“Male” tank. I listened to Bob Magina’s story
about the Emhar build he did, no thanks. The
Fine Scale review says good things about it, but I
did note it was motorized. I think that may be a
turn off for some, although it sounds like it has
scale running gear if you want to build it as a
static model. It also has a MSRP of $127, I think
on that note alone, I’m out. I will say this, if you
decide to build one, you need to put a figure next
to it. These beasts were huge and a figure gives
it a sense of scale. (Diorama Alert! A rusted out
Mk. IV, mired in mud, with a Panzer II or III rolling
by. Talk about sense of scale.)
Gallery Models has announced another version
of their UH34D, a VH34D in “Marine One”
markings from HMX1. This would have been
President Kennedy’s transport. It’s a pretty
scheme for a real workhorse of a chopper.
The Genuine Hotrod Hardware, Inc. Christmas
Issue catalog just crossed my desk, a bit late in
the season, but better late than never. If you are
looking for art work for your mancave or
workshop you might want to check out
GenuineHotrod.com . They have a well rounded
selection, not just cars, including 3 dimensional
planes. Cool looking P38 or a B17 flying out of
the wall may be just right for your space.
Operation Goodwood – Atlantic, the combined
British – Canadian effort to consolidate their
control of Caen and the area south, July 18 to 20,
1944, ran into the same stiff resistance they had
faced in their attempt to take Caen. On the fist
day, 7th British Armored, the famed ‘Desert
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Rats”, 11th British Armored, and Scots Guard,
lost 224 tanks.
Before I sign off for this issue, I’d like to wish
all of you and yours a very merry Christmas
and a prosperous new year. May Santa be
good to you and bring you lots of hobby stuff.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope:
Jan 10th 2015 Meeting
Bill Collins
113 Powderhorn Lane
Taunton, MA
5088248141
Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton.
Go right or left on Norton Street. Take a left
at first fork, then a right at the second fork.
Take first right and follow along to house
#113.

Feb 14th 2015 Meeting
Robert Magina – Host
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA
508 6957754
Take 95N to 495N. Take exit 14B (Rte 1 
North Attleboro). Go through the lights,
heading towards North Attleboro on Rte 1.
(Pass Boston Tropical Garden at lights) Go
to next light, intersection of Rte 106 and Rte
1  go right onto Rte 106 towards Plainville
center. (Convenience Store at lights). go to
bottom of hill at the light take a right onto Rte
1A. Go past the Plainville Police and Fire on
your right. Take right onto Sharlene Lane 
Willow Lane is the first right  I am on the
corner of Willow Lane and Maple Terrace 
#71 Look for my Honda in the driveway  I
would like to ask everyone to please park
along Sharlene Lane and walk down Willow
Lane to my Condo  I am very close to
Sharlene Lane. Thank you for parking there
and making the short walk.

Mar 14th 2015 Meeting
Kevin Colburn
15 Gilberts Way
Norton, Ma 02766
5082854864
North on 140 from Taunton
Left on Eddy St just after the Norton\Taunton
town line. Eddy St. Becomes John Scott
BLVD. Follow John Scott until you come to a
4way stop with flashing red and turn left onto
Dean St. Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
St. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From RI on 95N Take exit 3 123E and follow
it through Attleboro and into Norton (around 6
miles) About ¾ of a mile past the
Norton\Attleboro town line turn right on South
Worchester St. After about 1/3 mile S.
Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott Blvd. Follow John
Scott through 2 4way stops. At the second
with the flashing red, turn right onto Dean St.
Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
st. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From 495N or S
Take exit 10 and follow 123w through Norton
for about 4.5 miles. Turn left on S.
Worchester St. After about 1/3 mile S.
Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott Blvd. Follow John
Scott through 2 4way stops. At the second
with the flashing red, turn right onto Dean St.
Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
St. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From the North
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Take 95 S to 495S and follow directions for
495 above.

Luftwaffe mechanics' uniforms
By Hal Marshman Sr.
All the way from Home club meetings, to the
Nationals, I really enjoy looking at dioramas.
Airplane dioramas are pretty much my favorites.
As those of you who delve into this venue know,
the appearance of the figures can make or break
a well done diorama. What I’m talking about in
this case, is not how beautifully they’re painted,
but how accurately they’re rendered. Now, set
aside the splendidly decorated pilot and visiting
officer figures, and take a good look at the
mechanics and other ground crewman, such as
fuelers, armorers , and laborers. It is most likely
that they are not wearing Luftwaffe Grey field or
dress uniforms, but the specially designed
Luftwaffe work uniform.
A simple coverall type garment, rather loosely
fitted was the main article. I have also seen a 2
piece version of this uniform worn. .In any case, It
was a rather simple garment, made out of a black
denim material, the color chosen to disguise
grease and dirt smears.
There was a matching cloth belt with open buckle
intended for wear with this uniform, but quite often
the leather field belt with Luftwaffe insignia was
worn. I’ve seen a great many pictures where no
belt of any sort was in evidence. There was a
black denim overseas style cap intended for wear
with his uniform. I have found no evidence of an
M43 style cap produced for wear, and naturally
the visored dress cap was not worn.. In certain
situations, the regular steel helmet could be worn.
The insignia worn for all ranks was limited to the
Luftwaffe eagle in white or grey on the cap, but
not on the uniform breast. There was no cockade
on the cap. Medals and specialty decorations
were not worn. Rank was limited to the normal
lozenge or chevron sleeve
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insignia on the left sleeve. Collar tabs and
shoulder straps were not worn. NCO ranks wore a
single band of tresse down the front of the collar,
and around the base
The tresse was 1
centimeter wide, and light grey in color. In
addition, the sergeant grades had tresse rings
around the cuffs of both sleeves, as follows:
Feldwebel – one ring about 4 inches above
the cuff.
Oberfeldwebel – 2 rings.
Hauptwebel/Oberfeldwebel – 3 rings
Stabsfeldwebel – 3 rings topped with a
lozenge.
Officer ranks wore the same field sleeve
insignia as Fallschermjaeger (paratroops).
[Tresse was a flat braid type of material, with the
Luftwaffe having a different weave than the Heer
or SS.]
This article basically pertains to Luftwaffe ground
crew, but this uniform could also be seen worn by
Luftwaffe fire personnel and Luftwaffe Flak
personnel, to include Hitler Youth Flak Helpers
and Female Flak helpers. (Hilferen and
Hilferinnen.) In addition to the black denims, I
have pictures of Luftwaffe personnel of Flak units,
and other personnel unloading bombs from trucks,
wearing
both one and two piece uniforms
made of an off white material. In this case, they
seem to be wearing normal Luftwaffe headgear.
I’ve not seen mechanics wearing this garment.
I hope this summary of Luftwaffe ground crew
uniforms may have been of assistance to those
who might be contemplating including mechanics,
fuelers or armorers with their airplane dioramas.
Bibliography: this article was prepared using
information found in Vol. 2, Uniforms and Insignia
of the Luftwaffe, 19401945, by Brian L. Davis,
Publ by Arms and aaArmour Press, London, UK,
1995
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In Range:
Oct 11th Meeting  Shea Field Naval
Aviation Historical Museum
1/35th Halbketten Fahrzeug Mit 88mm Panzer
Kannon  Bill Collins
1/48th F100F  Bill Collins
1/48th Me262 Night Fighter  BillCollins
1/48th FW190D9  Hal Marshman Sr.
1/55th Moonbus  Paul Champigny
1/4th Romulin Scorpion Fighter  John Gisetto Sr.

Nov 8th Meeting  Gian Montecalvo
1/35th Panzer III J (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/35th ISU152  Steve Kwasny
1/32nd JU 87A  Bill Collins
90mm Polish Hussar  Bill Collins
1/144th 206A West German UBoat  Dave
Tanguay

In Attendance:
In Attendance:
Kevin Colburn
Pat McColgen
Bill Collins
Peter Jardim
John Gisetto Jr.

John Nickerson
Paul Champigny
Hal Marshman Sr.
John Gisetto Sr.
Bob Magina

Joe Russum
Steve Kwasny
Kevin Colburn
Bob Don
Bill Collins
Gian Montecalvo
Peter Jardim
John McCormick

Dave Tanguay
Ray Rosario
John Nickerson
Paul Champigny
Hal Marshman Sr.
Chris Libucha
John Gisetto Sr.

Raffle:
1/35th M1134 Stryker  Bob Magina
Sanding Sticks  Bill Collins
Navy Weathering Set  John Gisetto Sr.
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Raffle:
1/
1/48th
Do215B5  Steve Kwasny
Sanding Sticks  Bob Don
Pin Vise  John Gisetto Sr.
IPMS National Decals  Ray Rosario

IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The
meetings take place at selected members houses.
Look at the Battlewagon or the club website for
locatiion and directions. Guests are always
welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do
2014  2015 Club Dues
not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS
USA views. Submissions relevant to modeling are
welcome, and may be published at the discretion of If you have not already done so, please
the editor. All material is subject to editing. There is renew your dues for the coming 2014
2015 membership year. Dues are still
no payment for articles.
$10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him
at 18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

