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Kit Review

Airfix Boulton Paul Defiant, 1/48th scale, in box

A couple or three months ago, the president of Bay
Colony IPMS mentioned the new Airfix kit of the
Boulton Paul Defiant, and wondered if one of the early
purchasers of an example of same, might not do an "in
box" review of the kit. No one else has stepped up, and
whereas I'm the proud possessor of an example of the
kit, I offer the following impressions.

airplane, let me assure you, if properly done, the
fabric is taut between the ribs, and does not sag.
The only relief is as mentioned, the fabric
reinforcements where the main fabric is sewn over
the ribs.

By Hal Marshman Sr.

One of my favorite parts of building a kit, is the
interior. Airfix has not skimped here, with separate
Upon opening the box, I was immediately
"skeleton" sides to the cockpit, with black boxes
impressed with the cleanness of the castings.
and throttle quadrants, etc. cast in relief on them,
Surface detail is restrained, and of the etched
Floor, bulkhead, seat, and other accoutrements are
variety. All very crisp and neat, a credit to the
all well detailed, with the actual sides and floor
mold makers. I have taken some parts from the
being corrugated. The instrument panel has
sprues, and dry fitted them, even cemented a few
instruments, etc., boldly cast in, with a decal
into place. The parts just click together with a very
provided for the dial faces. The rear areas are also
satisfying "Snick!" Fit of everything I dry tested
nicely catered to, as befits an airplane with a rear
was bang on. Keep a sanding stick handy, when
turret.
removing parts from the sprues, as even the
slightest deviance from a smooth mating surface,
The landing gear is just as well done as the rest of
will throw off your assemblies. The engineering is
the bird. The gear wells are a one piece insert,
top notch. I found no dimples, nor parting circles
installed in the wing before assembly. It is well
in any place that would be visible on the finished
detailed. All the various supports, and actuators
model.
are separate, and well rendered. The tires are
separate from the wheel hubs, and pre-flattened.
Airfix has designed their model with a few very
There's a nice little extra, Airfix has provided
innovative features.. For instance, the wings are in
closed gear covers, should you want to display
five sections, a center bottom, outer bottoms, and
your finished Defiant on a pedestal, as if in flight.
full length tops. A hollow box like affair has been
I envision these as a nice little labor saving
designed to fit into cast in areas of the upper and
device, planning to use them as a masking agent
lower wing sections, assisting greatly in proper
when painting the undersides of the plane. Prop,
line up, and providing strength, as the castings are
spinner, and backing plate are all separate. Two
delightfully thin. Excellent trailing edges. The
sets of exhaust stubs are provided, with one set
ailerons are separate, as are the elevators and
being the night fighter type. (Looks like a future
rudder, each also being in two halves. I might
boxing for that variant.)
mention here, that Airfix has presented us with
some of the nicest fabric surfaces I",ve seen in
The clear parts are a treat, being crisply cast, and
some time They are totally flat between the ribs,
ultra clear. Just about any contingency is covered,
no unrealistic troughs, just a raised line to
with a separate windscreen, sliding cover, and 2
simulate the fabric seam reinforcements. If you've
glassed areas for behind the cockpit, one in the
never been up close to a fabric over frame
raised position, and one in the tilted down mode.

Page 3

Ditto the turtle deck behind the turret, up or down,
your choice. (No this is not a clear part, but this
was a good place to mention it). There are 2
turrets provided, one whole, and one opened in the
back, The turret would be swung to point to
starboard, and the gunner now had access from the
left wing. There are clear covers provided, also.
Interior detail is every bit as satisfying, as that
found in the pilot's office. I might mention the
guns, On the real bird, they were four Browning
weapons, chambered for the British .303 round.
Airfix has even duplicated the rectangular cooling
holes in the jackets, unlike the round ones found
on U. S. Brownings. Be careful clipping them
from the sprue, as they do have the conical flash
hiders at the muzzle.

to be assembled (Simple, as all were flat,) and
played with. The Defiant was one such, and I fell
in love with the general looks of the bird, as well
as that massive 4 gun turret. C'mon, as an eight
year old kid, I knew little of gun calibers, nor for
that matter, aerodynamics. I only knew what I like
the looks of, and the Defiant filled the bill. In any
case, if I have been complimentary to this kit, I
meant every word. It's well worth the price, which
appears to be somewhere between twenty five,
and thirty five dollars.

The decal sheet is complete and caters to two day
fighters, the only difference being the color of the
spinners, and the different call letters and serial
numbers. Paint scheme and insignia are the same.
There's a nice complete set of stencils, and the
instructions provide a map for their use. The
instruction sheet also provides 4 view color
drawings for the two schemes. Paint call outs are F4F-1 Wildcat by Paul Champigny
numerical, and I could find no further reference,
but they're probably Humbrol, a fellow Hornby
company. I might mention that the turret
framework is black in color, not camouflage
colors. Boulton Paul were turret manufacturers,
and provided turrets for many different planes,
among which were the Lockheed Hudsons
provided to the R.A.F. through American LendLease.The turrets came from Boulton Paul, and
were installed without further ado, black paint and
all.
I have had an affinity for the Defiant since I was a
kid during the war. Pep or Kix cereal gave you a
colored cut out on the back of the box, of different F-4B Phantom II by John McCormick
single engine airplanes of the U.S. and its allies,
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From The Bridge
The President’s Column
We are now in our 48th (2016 – 2017)
membership year. Two away from 50! The
membership fee is still only $10 per year and we
accept advanced payment if you wish to get
ahead on your membership. There is also a
family membership plan. You can catch me at a
meeting or send your payments to me by mail,
checks to be made payable to Bay Colony
Historic Modelers.
BayCon is Sunday Nov. 13th. Second Sunday of
the month. Yes, the tradition has changed, but we
had little choice. The Smithfield Elks Hall that we
are now using has a long standing commitment to
the National Guard for the first weekend. So
consider this the last call for trophies, if you have
been thinking about sponsoring a category. I like
to send in the order at the beginning of
September, and the next newsletter will be in
October.
I mentioned last issue that I had responded to an
editorial in the June 2016 issue of Scale Auto
magazine. I waited for the August issue, (I don’t
think there is a July), to see if they would print my
response. When it arrived I went right to the
reader comments. There was one response to the
editorial and as I started reading it I realized it
wasn’t mine. As I read the printed response the
scenario that was being laid out by the author
sounded very familiar, why it even could be us!
So I quickly jumped ahead to see who the author
was, and it was us. Member Rick Lundin did get
his response printed. He was making an entirely
different point than I wanted to. Well, it’s a valid
opinion, and a well written response, and I am
glad he got his letter (or email) printed. But wait,
I’ve just received an email from Scale Auto
announcing what will be in their October issue;
“Soap Box: Contest Judging”. There is hope, yet.

I suspect most of you know that we are an
IPMS/USA chapter, all of our officers are IPMS
members as well as a number of members. If you
would like to become a member, contact one of
the officers for info, or you can go online at
www.ipmsusa.org . Please note that it is dot org.
If you do become an IPMS member please let me
know and supply me with your membership
number. We need to claim you on our Re-charter
form every fall.
So, perfect segway, the latest issue of “IPMSusa
Journal” arrived (July + August) and did Managing
Editor, Chris Bucholtz, hit a number of nails on
the head with his editorial. There is not enough
room to reprint it here, (read as ‘won’t take the
time to request permission’). Ask one of your
fellow members to read his copy if you don’t have
it. See how much fits you. But to quote him,
“Modelers are the very embodiment of optimism.
Every kit is perfect (until it’s started), and every
item we buy we fully plan on using.” He
continues, “We scour the vendor room not for
things that will enhance our current projects but
for items that feed our dreams…” “How many
projects are born in modelers’ minds in the vendor
room…” “And how many of them ever result in a
finished model?” Chris hits on points such as
storage space, reference materials, and hoarding,
until he finishes with, “The key to success is not
how efficiently you use your space or how
doggedly you keep the size of your stash under
control, or even how many models you get built.
The key is how happy the hobby makes you feel.”
Thank you, Chris!
I was contacted by ex-member Ron Silvia, who is
now living in North Carolina. He is looking to get
rid of a collection of unbuilt NASCAR kits. He
says they are all name drivers and he sent me a
couple photos of the collection. If you would like
to make an offer, I will send you the photos and
Ron’s email address. I have also been contacted
by a gentleman from Plymouth, who
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coincidently won the Entrants Favorite last year,
with a Chevy Cameo, who is looking to get rid of
his unbuilt kit collection. He is getting out of
modeling. It includes a number of car kits and
boxes of paint, including bottles and rattle-cans.
He has supplied photos which I can forward. This
collection is more general in nature than Ron’s.
While at Harry’s recently, I noticed a new boxing
from Revell Germany. Revell Germany has
redesigned their packaging, the blue field has
now become black and grey. Anyway, what I
spotted was a Skill Level 5 kit of the Avro
Shackleton AEW2 in 1/72. This was right next to
the Airfix Avro Shackleton that is a whole new kit
that has received great reviews. So why do we
need another one? Revell re-released a
Shackleton umpteen years ago, that was just a
re-release of the old AMT/Frog Shackleton, and
that was where my suspicions went. But a little
research on the internet and I find that this is a
whole new kit! My understanding is that the
Revell kit is a later variant. So if you are into
Shackletons, you now have choices.
While there I also spotted another new Revell
Skill Level 5 kit, the Snowberry corvette in 1/144,
not 1/72. That was how I knew it was a new tool.
So that may be of interest. The thought of doing
escort duty and hunting U-boats in the North
Atlantic boggles my mind. I may have to check
this one out. Revell has a number of 1/144 UBoat kits, including Type IIB and Type VIIC that
would go well with it That is the start of a
collection. Revell also has a Fletcher class
destroyer for size comparison. Katie also showed
me the Revell Germany VW Bus in Lufthansa
blue and yellow. I told her not to save one for me.

that they have released, the first was the P-2
variant. Previously they announced the English
Electric Canberra B2/B20 in 1/48. I know we have
at least 1 Canberra fan in the group. The
Canberra was a very successful design, entering
service in 1951 with No. 101 Sqdn. RAF with the
last PR.9 being retired from service in 2006.
That’s 55 years of service. Both the Hawker
Hurricane Mk. I and Mk. I Tropical are out in 1/48.
I think these are the same kit, just the packaging
and decals are different, I think all of the parts are
there in both releases. Number 1 on the English
Pre-Order List is the Handly Page Victor B.2 in
1/72. The USA Pre-Order List has the USAAF 8th
AF Bomber Resupply Set in 1/72 as No. 1 and
the Curtiss P-40B Warhawk In 1/48 as No. 2.
I know we have talked about the local hobby shop
and its precarious position and role in the hobby
today. I cannot stress enough how important
supporting your local shop is. I am not going to
tell you which one(s) to support, that’s your
choice. You can’t just walk in and buy an
occasional bottle of paint, that won’t do it. And I
know we all shop on the internet, we are all trying
to get the most bang for our modeling buck. I
can’t blame anyone for doing that. But once they
are gone they are not coming back. They don’t
make the “Top 100 Businesses to Start” list. As
we, the older modelers, die out and the modeling
population seriously shrinks, the internet stores
won’t be far behind. Ask your modeling friends,
has anyone come to this hobby by surfing the
internet? Internet hobby stores do not create new
modelers. We, as club members and modelers
introduce our fellow modelers to our internet
haunts, and create new customers for them. But
the modelers are created elsewhere.
Neighborhood hobby shops are tactile places, we
can see and touch the kits of our interest. We are
tactile people, we love to touch plastic, assemble
and paint it. Otherwise we would be die-cast
collectors. So that’s our dilemma, balancing our
hobby budget against the internet and brick and
mortar.

The emails from Airfix have been fast and furious
as of late. I get them from both Airfix England and
USA. The latest news out of England is the
release of 3 new kits, all new tools, all 1/72. If you
like building ugly bombers than you should enjoy
the Whitworth Whitley Mk.VII. Also on the list is a
B5N1 Kate, it can be built with wings folded, and
a Heinkel He 111 H-6. The H-6 is the second 111 Something you can’t do at an internet hobby shop
that you can at a brick and mortar is meet

From downtown Middleboro: Follow Rte. 105 north,
new people, fellow modelers, and potential
members. As I was preparing to leave Harry’s, at my right on Plymouth St., bear right onto Wall St., 4th left
most recent trip, a gentleman came in and started
onto Stone, 6th house on the left.
browsing. Katie offered him help in finding
something and he stated that he had been to
Michaels and hadn’t found anything of interest, that
he had just finished a Mustang and was looking for
another kit to tackle, (his second). Both Katie and I
questioned him as he browsed. I introduced myself,
made sure he had our show flyer and our web
address, and answered a number of questions
about the club and modeling in general. We will
keep our fingers crossed and maybe we will hear
from him. (I saw his real Mustang in the parking lot,
a very nice red with white stripes.) You can’t do that
in an internet store.
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!

Me 109 by Bill Collins

John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope
Sep 10th 2016 Meeting

Oct 13th 2016 Meeting

John Nickerson
18 Stone Street
Middleborough, MA 02346
Contact: John Nickerson
508-749-7939

Shea Field Naval Aviation Historical Museum
495 Shea Memorial Drive
Weymouth, MA 02190
Contact: Joe Ravino & Hal Marshman Sr.
781-331-0118

From the west: Rte. 495 South to the Rte. 44 East & West
(Plymouth / Taunton) exit. Go right at the top of the
ramp, East, toward Plymouth. Go half way around the
rotary and continue east on Rte. 44. Take the Rte. 58 exit
and go right, South towards Carver, through two sets of
lights, at the top of the rise, in front of Quickeez, take a
right on to Forest, then first right onto Fuller. Thru the
cranberry bogs, at the town line Fuller becomes Stone,
and in about ½ mile you will see the intermediate blue
raised ranch on your right.

Patriot Squadron ANA has graciously given Joe Ravino,
Peter Jardim and Hal Marshman Sr. permission to hold
our Feb meeting at the museum on the old NAS South
Weymouth location.

From the east/Rte. 3: Take Rte 44 East to the third exit,
Rte 58, Carver / Plympton; at the bottom of the ramp go
left, South. (Follow the directions above.)

Rte 3 to exit 16 (16B going south, 16 going north). Go
south on rte 18 to 5th set of traffic lights. Take a left at
those lights , note stone wall labelled Southfield”
That puts you onto Shea Blvd. Nr 495, on right, dark
brown front, is the museum. Feel free to take advantage
of the huge parking lot at the side of the building. (Half
way up Shea Blvd to the museum, note the A-4
Skyhawk“Double Nuts” on the pedestal on your right)
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World War II Fact File No. 003




Most historians agree that WWII began
when Germany invaded Poland on
September 1, 1939. Others say it
started when Japan invaded
Manchuria on September 18, 1931.
And some scholars suggest WWII is
actually a continuation of WWI, with a
break in between

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550
Store Hours:
Mon-Fri
Sat.
Sun.

10am – 7pm
9am – 5pm
12pm - 4pm

Contact Info. Email:
paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com Website:
After the Treaty of Versailles, French
www.darlingtonhobbies.com Were willing to give
Marshal Ferdinand Foch said "This is
your model club discounts. 30% off ordered items.
not a peace. It is an armistice for
(must be prepaid) 20% off in stock items.(paints
twenty years." Exactly 20 years and 65
& supplies are 15%)
days later, WW2 broke out.

World War II Fact File No. 004
The only country to protest against the
German annexation of Austria of 1938,
right before WW2, was Mexico.

World War II Fact File No. 005
After its defeat in WWI, Germany was forced
to sign the Treaty of Versailles in 1919.
Germany lost all its overseas empires as well
as land to its neighbors, and it was prevented
from maintaining a large army. Most Germans
opposed the treaty, and their resentment
would eventually undo the settlement, leading
to WWII.
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In Range
Jun 11th 2016 Meeting – Steve Kwasny

Jul 9th Meeting – Bob Magina

1/35th T34/76 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/35th AMX 10 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/35th Tiger I (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/35th Stug III B (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/25th 1977 Trans Am SE – Gil Costa
1/35th Big Bertha 42CM (WIP) – Kevin Conlon
1/35th Object 279 (WIP) – Kevin Conlon
1/24th Spinosaurus (WIP) – Kevin Conlon

1/35th GMC 2.5 Ton (WIP) – Bob Magina
1/35th BMP-3 (WIP) – Bob Magina
1/35th CFV (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/35th T34/76 (WIP) – Steve Kwasny
1/72nd Ta-183 – John Gisetto Sr.
1/72nd Me P-116 – John Gisetto Sr.
1/32nd F4F-4 Wildcat – Paul Champigny
1/32nd F-4B Phantom II – John McCormick
1/32nd Polikarpov I-16 – Cliff Lauzon Sr.
1/16th Tiger II Turret (WIP) – Kevin Conlon

In Attendance:
Steve Kwasny
Hal Marshman Sr.
Gil Costa
Kevin Conlon
John Nickerson
Gian Montecalvo

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Hal Marshman Sr.
Gian Montecalvo
John Nickerson
Ray Laskorski
Ray Rosario
Warren April
Kevin Conlon
Chris Libucha
Dom Marabello
Mike Kenney

Chris Libuch
Kevin Colburn
Joe Russum
Dom Marabello
John Gisetto Sr.
Ray Rosario

Raffle:
1/32nd Arado – Hal Marshman Sr.
X-Acto Blades – Kevin Colburn
Sanding Stick – Gil Costa
1/32nd Roland – Gian Montecalvo
Surface Primer – John Nickerson

Polikarpov I-16 by Cliff Lauzon Sr.

Bill Collins
Kevin Colburn
Steve Kwasny
John Gisetto Sr.
Bob Don
Joe Russum
John McCormick
Daqve Tanguay
George DeL
Paul Champigny
Cliff Lauzon

Raffle:
1/35th SU-76M – John McCormick
Sanding Sticks – Ray Laskorski
X-Acto Blades – Gian Montecalvo

Ta-183 by John Gisetto Sr.
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for locatiion and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year.
Members and guests are encourged to bring
completed models or works in progress for display
and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical
Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
e-mail: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is subject
to editing. There is no payment for articles.

2016 - 2017 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please renew
your dues for the coming 2015-2016 membership
year. Dues are still $10. Please remit your dues to
John Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him at
18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

