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Recon
CAN/AM Con - Apr 23, 2016, Holiday Inn,
Plattsburgh, NY Contact, Frank Baehre
518-561-4265 or
frankandsandyb@verizon.net

Noreastcon 45 - Apr 29-30,2016,
Museum of American Armor, Old
Bethpage, NY Contact, Robert taurleo@optonline.net or www.lisms-
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North Shore Con 2016 - May 15, 2016,
Gloucester High School, Gloucester, MA
Contact David Reardon at 978-325-0049 or
dreardon03@northshore.edu
Patcon 2016 - Sept 11, 2016, Hudson Elks
Lodge 959, Hudson, MA Contact
patconinfo@ipmspatriot.org or 978-7061211
Baycon 2016 - Nov 13, 2016, Elks Hall
326 Farnum Pike Smithfield, RI Contact,
Robert Magina 508-695-7754 or
treadhead@comcast.net

2015  2016 Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 2015-2016 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at the
meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346
Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club as
well.
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In the Box Review
by John Nickerson

AMT (Round 2) Warren Tope’s 73 Mustang /
Original Art Series / 1/25 scale
I was surprised to find this kit and more
surprised when I opened the box. This kit is
dedicated to building a Mustang racer. It’s not a
‘2 in 1’ or ‘3 in 1’ kit with a racer as one of the
options. It is rated as a skill level 2. (I had to
look hard to find this info.) After looking at the
instructions and the parts, I think this is an
accurate assessment.
One of my biggest disappointments is the total
lack of information about Warren Tope, Tope
Racing, or this 73 Mustang the kit supposedly
depicts. Nada! The box art on the cover and a
small black and white photo of Warren leaning
on the roof of a car on the side panel, is the only
evidence of his tie to the car and its lineage. An
internet search provided some info and a couple
new mysteries. Warren Tope raced this car in
some IMSA and SCCA events. Evidence indicates
that the car still exists. Unfortunately, Warren
doesn’t, he was killed in a racing accident in
1975. A couple sources listed it as a “wide track”
event, another source mentions NASCAR. I
couldn’t find anything beyond that. As to the car,
I couldn’t find if it was built by Ford as a racer or
Tope Racing converted it from a stock Mustang,
and if so, from what model? The side panel of
the box cover offers that it has a “Ford “Boss” V
8 Racing Engine”, and that is all the info they
give you.
The instruction sheet is a typical pictograph we
have come to expect. It took me a few moments
to figure out how to read them. They break the
assembly into 6 major assembly sections. 1.
Engine, 2. Wheels, 3. Chassis, 4. Interior, 5.
Body, and 6. Final Assembly. Each assembly
section has a step by step sequence indicated by
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black circles with white numbers for you to
follow in sequence. Near the black circle there
are part images and black numbers with text.
These are the part numbers and description.
Also near the part image is a black box outline
with a letter inside that indicates the paint
color. The paint table is on page 2, there are
32 colors listed, I don’t believe that all of them
are used. As a sample, the first three colors are
Black, Flat Black and Semi-Gloss Black. The
last three ‘colors’ are indicated by triangles,
first is a solid black triangle, which represents
semi-gloss, next is a hollow or white triangle,
representing gloss, and last is a half white, half
black triangle, representing metallic. I don’t see
these symbols used anywhere on the
instructions, yet, next to the steering wheel,
complete with shaft, is a square that is half
light grey and half dark grey. Is some
component of the steering wheel supposed to
be metallic? And If so, metallic what, as no
other color is indicated?
The kit is packaged in 6 plastic bags inside a
flat box, similar to an aircraft kit, and not the
car kit deep box we are used to. The body
shell is in one bag, two bags of engine and
body parts, one bag of chrome, one of clear
parts, and the pad printed tires are bagged
separately. The body and associated parts are
cast in a slightly translucent white plastic. I’ve
noticed quite a bit of flash on many of the
smaller parts but not on the body. The pad
printed Firestone tires are a nice touch. The
chrome rack has numerous parts that are not
intended for this kit, and many of the ones you
are to use, you will, most likely, want to dechrome.
Studying the engine assembly step, I can’t find
a distributor or magneto. Looking at the engine
parts I find 2 white plastic manifolds and one
chrome. The single carb manifold is the one
called for in the instructions. There is a small
nub that sticks up that I suppose, is supposed

to be the distributor. If I am correct, I
believe it to be way undersized, and may
warrant replacement. I’m guessing that the
Boss V8 is produced for another kit or kits,
therefore the extra parts.
As far as painting the body, the instruction
sheet refers you to the box art, which is a
stylized artist rendering of the driver’s side.
I say stylized because it lacks detail, notice
no rearview mirrors. The box art shows a
blue – white – red – black scheme, which I
believe to be the correct colors. The
painting also features a big AMT decal on
the side. The AMT decal is included along
with some other sponsor decals. None of the
photos of the car that I found on the
internet, show this AMT decal at that
location. The box art does not show any of
the other sponsor decals, but you can spot
them in photos. The photo of Warren that I
mentioned above, shows the AMT decal
behind the rear side window, on white
paint. The scheme depicted, would have
that area painted in blue. So this raises the
question, is the car he is leaning on even
the same car? To sum it up, you are going
to have to do some research to build an
accurate representation of Warren’s ’73
Mustang.
While I am thankful that AMT (Round 2)
chose to produce, (re-release), this kit, and
I hope they produce more racers, I am
somewhat disappointed by the kit as a
whole. Using Del’s rating system, the best I
can give it is 2 and a ½ thumbs up 0ut of
5.
John Nickerson
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GUN TRUCKS: A Visual History of
the U.S. Army's Vietnam-Era
Wheeled Escort Platforms
Author: David Doyle
Published by: Ampersand Group, Inc.
Review by Larry Reid
Ampersand Group. a publishing firm familiar
to most modelers for their endeavors with
Military Miniatures in Review (MMiR) and
the Allied-Axis monographs series has
recemtly released a new soft cover, 8 1/2" X
10" publication which should prove to be an
interesting and valuable reference for those
looking for information on the U.S. Army's
Vietnam-era gun trucks.
Replete with photographs (mostly in color),
there are 120 pages of information on all
types of gun trucks employed during the
conflict. The uses of the M35 2 1/2 ton,
M54 5 ton, M151 Mutt and M37 4X4 trucks
are covered in close up detail. In addition,
the M55 quad .50 gun mount -- a favorite
weapon system mounted on many trucks -- is
shown in well detailed photos. The images
are not limited to exterior views of the
vehicles but also include engine
compartments, chassis and driver's
compartment details. Clear examples of the
bumper markings are throughout if you want
to model a specific vehicle in service.
The transportation unit crews operating
convoy escort vehicles in Vietnam were very
fastidious when it came to the care and
maintenance of their vehicles. Many were
painted black rather than the standard OD
and nearly all the larger trucks featured some
degree of artistic lettering to name the
vehicle. Many examples of the named trucks
appear in the pages of this volume with
"Black Widow" and "Bad Dream!" being two
personal favorites. For the modeler who

volunteered to head up this effort. You can get
your donation kits to us at the meetings, or you
can make other arrangements through John. Of
course you can bring them directly to the show
if you wish.

From The Bridge

The President's Column
Our 47th (2015 – 2016) membership year is
coming to a close. This is the last issue before
we begin our 48th. The membership fee is still
only $10 per year and we accept advanced
payment if you wish to get ahead on your
membership. There is also a family
membership plan. You can catch me at a
meeting or send your payments to me by mail,
checks to be made payable to Bay Colony
Historic Modelers.
Well the most important thing I need to bring
to your attention is the date change for
BayCon. We originally announced it for the 6st
of Nov. but we can’t have that date. The show
will now be the second Sunday of November,
the 13th. The date change has been approved
by IPMS Region 1, and Bob has notified HQ
and the Journal of the change. As long as we
continue to use the Smithfield Elks hall, it will
be the second Sunday. It seems they have a 40
year long standing agreement with the RI
National Guard for the first Sunday. The
reason we got the first Sunday last year was
because they were on active duty. We had
some options and they were discussed at the
March meeting. Membership voted for the 13th.
The response we have had, from membership,
since we discussed the raffle kit situation has been
good. A number of members have donated kits
already. So thanks to those members that have
done so. We will continue to collect kits
throughout the year. John Gisetto has
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As mentioned above, we are about to enter our
48th year. Rather amazing to think about. Two
years to go until our 50th! I’ve been involved
with the club for a long time, but I think about
members like Joe McDonald. Joe has been a
member for 48 years! I think the same can be
said for Hal, and Bill Collins isn’t far behind.
Frank Knight is another member that has been
involved since before I came on board. A couple
of us have already started discussing things to
do for our 50th anniversary, we will expand the
discussion at the next board meeting, and most
likely establish a committee. We will keep you
up to date as we go forward and let you know
as we put plans in motion. Meanwhile, if you
have any ideas for celebrating our 50th, please
forward them John G. or myself.
We have been invited to participate in an aviation
themed weekend with the Boy Scouts at Mansfield
airport. It is a three day event for the scouts from
12 towns centered around Foxboro. We have been
asked to have a booth featuring scale model aircraft
for one day, Saturday May 22nd. I have been in
conversation with one of the organizers and he is
very interested in seeing us there. We would be
outside, so we would need tables and canopies. In
my opinion, the display shouldn’t be just aircraft.
We as a club build more than just aircraft, I think
the display should reflect that. If the other subject
matter could be tied to aviation, all the better. For
example, an aircraft carrier, seaplane tender, etc.
For figures, pilots and paratroopers. Mobile anti
aircraft for armor? SciFi, the future of aviation, X
Wings and Star Trek Enterprise. Cars, hmmm…, a
‘follow me’ jeep, an Air Force staff car, A Mustang,
or a Thunderbird? Unfortunately, we don’t have a
lot of time to plan this. Please let me know if you
think you would like to participate or can help us
out in some way. The link to the event web
site…..

http://www.scoutingtheskies.com/
The Coast Guard has announced that it is
painting 16 aircraft in retro schemes. This is part
of the Centennial celebration of USCG Aviation.
It has been announced that CG Air Station Cape
Cod will be getting one of the 4 ‘Chrome
Yellow’ H-60 Jayhawk helicopters. Four H-65
helicopters will get the white with orange
scheme. There is also a dark blue, light grey and
yellow scheme commemorating their flying boat
schemes. I was unable to find out what the
fourth scheme was. Keep an eye out.
IPMS/USA has announced that it’s ‘Make-n-Take’
program is dead. They have been paying for the
kits, because the original sources have dried up.
And they have found, just as we had, that not
one new member came out of the program. Now
this is just my opinion, but I don’t think that the
effectiveness of this program can be judged on
just a few, ok, ten years. This is a long term
investment. I’ve stated it here before, I do think
it is a hobby to come back to. Once they get
past the girls, cars, starting a family stages, and
they are sitting around the house in the evening,
after a day’s work, and start thinking…now
what? That is when the ‘quiet time’ hobbies
start to re-surface. If they have never been
exposed to model building, how can they come
back to it? It is one of the less expensive ‘quiet
time’ hobbies, even factoring in the cost of kits
today. It doesn’t take much to get going, an xacto knife, a sanding stick or two, a few pots of
paint, a couple brushes, and a kit.
Just to make sure, I don’t want you to think I’m
negative towards MakenTakes. I think it’s a good
idea, but it is getting expensive to do for every group
that wants one. Especially when you have to fund it
without any manufacturer support. We were buying
the snaptite kits, at a discount, from Revell. Perfect
level for the cub scouts, but sort of misses the point
for older groups. It was our intent to cover the cost
for these events, but some Boy Scout regulation,
when they have funds they need to spend them, so
we were reimbursed for the kits used. But
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back to my point, we, us, IPMS, need to get
ourselves out before the public, (make-n-takes
were one way), to show what we can do and
what the hobby is. A lot of long time hobbies
that we grew up with, have fallen into the
background, and are at risk of disappearing.
Stamp collecting, model railroading, and even
our beloved hobby of model building are on
the endangered list. We need to show the
public that the hobby exists, that it can be
experienced on different levels, and a group
like ours supports those different levels. Many
of us are in pursuit of perfection, we buy
those upper end kits, complaining about the
price all the way, plus a bunch of add on
parts, working towards that masterpiece. I’ve
noticed the trend in even Fine Scale, most of
the articles are geared to the advancing
modeler. But we need to show support for
those just starting out, or those that are just
trying to build a decent looking model, out of
the box. They are a large, silent part of the
hobby and need to be included in the
discussion.
On the negative side, in an age of smart
phones and helicopter parents, I don’t see a
lot of opportunity to engage a kid in our
hobby. When they have free time, after soccer
practice, and baseball training, travel team,
and homework, what little time is left goes to
the phone or the x-box, if I can believe what
the tv and internet tell me.
Another facet of the hobby that is missing, and
hurts our growth, is our neighborhood hobby
shop. It is very tough today to make a go of it as
a hobby shop. I was hooked at an early age by
the colorful box art I saw in the neighborhood
shops. I didn’t have direct access to a hobby shop
back then, but every five and dime had plastic
cement and Testors PLA or Pactra paints. As I got
older and started traveling around, it was the
colorful box art and built models in the windows
of neighborhood hobby shops, such as Hobby

Town in downtown Boston, Hobby Fair in
Mattapan, and Fishers in Quincy, that kept drawing
me back in to the hobby. I wasn’t the only one
that stopped to look in those windows. I can
remember, many times, kids with faces pressed
against the glass at Hobby Town, along with those
kids at heart, briefcase in hand. We are losing that
hook. People that might find our hobby interesting,
aren’t going to surf the internet looking at internet
hobby shop web sites, and ask if this is the hobby
for them.

just a re-box?

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

I combined a couple of thoughts in that last
paragraph. But buried in there is a good idea for a
short story for the newsletter. Tell us, in a few
paragraphs, how you got started and hooked into
this hobby, and get it into Bob.
I applaud companies like Airfix, Revell/Germany,
and even Academy, over the last few years, they
have been producing well engineered kits that build
decent models, for a reasonable price, right out of
the box. I think we, those that write columns and
articles for newsletter, blogs, and websites, etc.
need to make sure we mention and applaud the
achievements of these companies and show our
appreciation for their efforts.
Along those lines, Zvezda has released their 1/48
Petlyakov Pe-2 to great reviews. Now the kit is not
perfect, decals seem to be a bit of a problem,
otherwise, there are 435 parts in the box, and a
MSRP of $45. Talk about bang for the buck. That
said, I don’t think that with 435 parts it is a shake
and bake kit. I first met this aircraft via an Airfix
kit in the 70s, (I hope they update this one soon),
and find it to be an attractive, as well as effective
design.
In 2015 Revell/Germany released a 1/48 Dornier Do
215 B-5 Night fighter. I think a lot of us expected
it to be a re-release of their earlier Do 215 E, but
it was evidently a whole new kit, sort of, having
218 parts vs 144 for the older E variant. With a
MSRP of $65 it isn’t cheap. Evidently this is a rebox of a 2014 ICM kit. Now Hasegawa is releasing
their B-5, with a MSRP of $90, for 190 parts. Is it
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WANTED
Our annual BayCon show is in need of a
Raffle Chairman. This is a vital and
important position that is needed to help
streamline the operation of BayCon. The
Raffle Chairman would be responsible for:
Acquiring items for the show raffle.
Selling raffle tickets.
Drawing tickets and announcing winning
ticket numbers
After the show, reporting on monies earned
and overall function of the raffle.
This position is open to any club member,
male or female over the age of 18. If you
are interested in learning more or applying
please contact: John J. Gisetto Sr. at 508947-1546, jgisetto@comcast.net or stop by
his home and chat about this most
important position.

May 9th 2016 Meeting

Up Scope:
June 11th 2016 Meeting

Kevin Colburn
15 Gilberts Way
Norton, MA 02766

Steve Kwasny
184 Blackstone Street
Blackstone, MA 01504
Contact: Steve Kwasny
5087172449

Contact:
Kevin Colburn
5082854864
Directions:

Directions:
Take I495 N, or 495 S. Take exit 16 for King
St toward Franklin/Woonsocket RI. Turn left
onto King St, go under overpass and follow (if
taking 495S, take right off exit) 1.0 mi.
Continue onto Washington St (same road) 2.8
mi. Continue onto Pulaski Blvd (same road)
2.1 mi. At the set of lights, bear right onto
MA126 N/S Main St. At the intersection you
will see a strip mall with a Dean Bank, you
will also see a Walgreens in front of you, and
Bellingham Vet Clinic 0.7 mi. At the set of
lights, turn left onto Elm St 1.3 mi. Turn left
toward Summer St 108 ft. Keep right onto
Summer St 0.4 mi. Go through intersection of
Farm St and Summer St 0.7 mi. Turn right
onto Blackstone St at stop sign. Destination
will be on the right, you can park on side of
the street in front of house, or on Susan
Drive.
From I295 N or S
Take exit 9B for RI146 N toward Woonsocket
0.6 mi. Keep left at the fork and merge onto
RI146 N/Eddie Dowling Hwy. Continue to
follow RI146 N 5.5 mi. Take the exit toward
Slatersville/Forestdale Rhode Island Rts
5/102 0.2 mi. Turn right onto School St 328
ft. Turn right onto Rhode Island 146A S/State
Hwy 146A S 0.3 mi. Take the 2nd left onto St
Paul St at the set of lights. Firestation on left
and convenience store on right. Entering
MassachusettsGo underneath railway bridge,
and pass the Blackstone Municipal Center 1.8
mi. Turn left onto MA122 N/Main St 312 ft.
Slight right onto Blackstone St. Destination
will be on the right 1.3 mi.
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From RI on 95N
Take exit 3 123E and follow it through
Attleboro and into Norton (around 6 miles).
About ¾ of a mile past the Norton\Attleboro
town line turn right on South Worchester St.
After about 1/3 mile S. Worchester St will
turn left…stay straight, which turns into John
Scott BLVD. Follow John Scott through 2 4
way stops. At the second with the flashing
red, turn right onto Dean St. Follow Dean St.
for about ¼ mile to intersection of Dean and
East/West Hodges ST. Turn left on East
Hodges and follow for ¼ mile till left on
Myras Way. Follow Myras Way till you come
to Gilberts Way. Turn either left or right on
Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big circle. Our
house is at the opposite end of the circle, with
the number on the mailbox.
From 495N or S
ke exit 10 and follow 123w through Norton
for about 4.5 miles. Turn left on S.
Worchester St. After about 1/3 mile S.
Worchester St will turn left…stay straight,
which turns into John Scott BLVD. Follow
John Scott through 2 4way stops. At the
second with the flashing red, turn right onto
Dean St. Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges
ST. Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼
mile till left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way
till you come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left
or right on Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big
circle. Our house is at the opposite end of the
circle, with the number on the mailbox.
From the North
Take 95 S to 495S and follow directions for
495 above.

Call for Articles for the Club
Newsletter

Darlington Hobbies
379 Market St.

by Robert Magina
I am getting to the point of running out
of material for the club newsletter.
Therefore, I am putting out the call to
all members to submit kit reviews, book
reviews, movie reviews, how to articles,
build articles......etc.

Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri

10am - 7pm

Thank you

Sat.

9am - 5pm

Bob

Sun.

12pm - 4pm

Continued from Page 3
enjoys the realism of weathered vehicles,
these well-maintained vehicles also are
illustrated to include the dirt, dust and
grime present on them from normal
operations.
The retail price for the volume is $22.95.
It is available from Amazon, Squadron
(best price), Sprue Brothers or directly
from Ampersand (ampersandpubco.com)
and is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED for
those interested in the Vietnam War in
general, specialized, modified Army
vehicles and equipment of that era and
the enormously important gun trucks in
particular.
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Contact Info.
Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

Were willing to give your model club
discounts. 30% off ordered items.
(must be prepaid) 20% off in stock
items.(paints & supplies are 15%)
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In Range:
February 13th Meeting  Brian Messier

March 12th Meeting  Pat McColgen

1/35th M3 Stuart  Brian Messier
1/350th Thunderbird 2  Brian Messier
1/35th Gama Goat (WIP)  Brian Messier
1/48th SB2U Vindicator  Bill Collins
1/48th EA6B Prowler  Bill Collins
1/6th MG42  Hal Marshman Sr.
1/32nd A4E (WIP)  Peter Jardim
1/35th Mark IV  Gian Montecalvo
1/35th Citroen (WIP)  Gian Montecalvo

1/48th Cauldron 714  Bill Collins
1/48th J2F Duck  Bill Collins
1/24th Triceratops  Bill Collins
1/35th Skoda PA II  Gian Montecalvo
1/72nd Morris Quad  Bob Don
1/24th Beer Wagon  Pat McColgen
1/35th Mark V (WIP)  Peter Jardim
1/72nd Finnish BF109G  Chris Libucha

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Bill Collins
Brian Messier
Paul Champigny
John Nickerson
Hal Marshman Sr.
Edmund Rosario
John Gisetto Sr.

Ray Rosario
Kevin Conlon
Gian Montecalvo
John Gisetto Jr.
Peter Jardim
Joe Ravino
Gil Costa

In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Bill Collins
Bob Don
Paul Champigny
John Nickerson
Chris Libucha
Hal Marshman Sr.
Kevin Colburn

Pat McColgen
Kevin Conlon
Gian Montecalvo
Ray Rosario
Peter Jardim
Mike Kenney
Ted Bunn
Joe Russum

Raffle:
1/48th Stormovik  Bob Don
1/350th Type VII C Chris Libucha
Sanding Stick  Ray Rosario
XActo Knife  Kevin Conlon
Coffee  John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
The meetings take place at selected members
houses. Look at the Battlewagon or the club
website for locatiion and directions. Guests are
always welcome. Membership is $10.00 per
year. Members and guests are encourged to
bring completed models or works in progress for
display and discussion.

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers

The Battlewagon is published six times per year.
All opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony
or IPMS USA views. Submissions relevant to
modeling are welcome, and may be published at
the discretion of the editor. All material is
subject to editing. There is no payment for
articles.

2015 - 2016 Club Dues
If you have not already done so,
please renew your dues for the
coming 2015-2016 membership year.
Dues are still $10. Please remit your
dues to John Nickerson at a meeting
or send it to him at 18 Stone Street,
Middleboro, MA 02346
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71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)-695-7754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

