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Recon
Downeastcon  Apr 12, 2015, Thornton
Academy, Linnell Gymnasium, 438 Main
Street, Saco, ME Contact George Bangs 207
6258007
Northshore Con  May 17, 2015, Glouster
High School 32 Leslie O. Johnson Rd.,
Glouster, MA Contact Dave reardon 978325
0049, dreardon03@northshore.edu
CAN/AM CON 13  Apr 25, 2015, VT National
Guard Armory, 255 LaFountain Street,
Winooski, VT Contact Chris Graeter 802878
1275
Noreastcon 2015  May 12, 2015, Polish
Community Center, 225 Washington Avenue,
Albany, NY Contact Nick Filippone 518 736
2434
IPMS USA Nationals  Jul 2225, 2015,
Columbus, Ohio Contact Graham Holmes
registration AT ipmsusa2015 DOT com
Patcon 2015  Sept 13, 2015, Hudson Elks
Lodge 959 99 Park Street , Hudson, MA
Contact David Schmidt 9787061211
Granitecon  Oct 18, 2015, Nashua Elks Club
120 Daniel Webster Highway, Nashua, NH
Contact, Keith Touchette 6035789231
granitestatemodelers@gmail.com
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2014  2015 Dues
If you have not already done so, please
renew your dues for the coming 20142015
membership year. Dues are still $10.
Please remit your dues to John Nickerson
at the meeting or send it to him at 18
Stone Street, Middleboro, MA 02346

Don't forget to ask for the Family
Membership if you have sons or
daughters as members in the club as
well.

Kit Review  Airfix HMS Trafalgar
1/350
By John Nickerson
Airfix has announced the rerelease of their
1/350 Trafalgar kit for 2015, so I thought I
should do a review, because I’ve got one on
the ways. I picked it up at a show fairly
cheap, a couple years ago.
The HMS Trafalgar is the lead ship of the
British “T” class SSN submarine. There are
seven subs in the class. The Trafalgar has a
different propulsion system than the other 6.
The kit is in typical Airfix soft gray plastic. It
is a fairly simple kit, rated as a skill level 2,
with a few options to choose as you build it.
You can build all 7 boats in the class. The
scribing is engraved but not extensive and
although fine is oversized for the scale. It can
be built with diving planes extended or
retracted. The conning tower comes with two
tops so it can be built with antenna and
periscopes extended or retracted.
Step 1 is the building of the support frame
that the sub can be set in. There are two
plates integral to the central beam for placing
the name of the sub. Unfortunately, the decal
sheet only has one name for each vessel, so
you might want to remove one of the plates.
Hull assembly is next. The hull is a 3 piece
assembly. Two bottom full length halves are
joined by a typical butt joint. I had to do some
filling and sanding but not much. The Top
hull half slips over a rim on the bottom half. I
thought about making a couple bulkheads for
the interior to minimize movement in the
lower hull wall. (Should have.) The diving
planes are installed at this point. It was tough
to
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maintain a good joint with that slip fit. The
center span of the lower hull tended to move
as I attempted to glue it so I had to do more
filling and sanding than I hoped for. I don’t
understand why the lower hull was cast in
two pieces and not one, as the top half was.
There are also a couple plates / hatches that
go into the upper hull section. There is no
explanation as to what these are and the
documentation as to how they are supposed
to fit is poor. It is evident that they are not
intended to fit flush with the hull. But is
unclear as to how far they should extend or
whether they actually open and close.
The multipage instruction sheet is the
typical icon driven multinational, circles
and arrows sheet we have all come to know
and love. (Or not) The rest of the
construction is rather straight forward.
Choose your propulsion system and go. The
paint scheme is rather simple, flat black (33)
overall. Paint is called out by number in the
Airfix/Humbrol system. My suspicion is that
there are more colors or shading involved
because of the panel lines, but nothing is
indicated.
The negatives are the hull problems I
mentioned and the simplicity of the paint
scheme. I see the options available as a
positive. Also it’s a modern British boat, by
itself not important, but it’s not US, Soviet,
or Chinese, so I give it a 3 out of a possible 5
thumbs up.
John Nickerson

Locating a New Facility for
Baycon

Darlington Hobbies

By
John J. Gisetto Sr.
Most club members thought that finding a new
location, to hold our clubs annual Baycon show,
would be a piece of cake, a walk in the park an
oh look there’s a location over there. Well guess
what, here we are, April 2015, and still that
elusive hall is hopefully still lurking around the
corner. We are now beyond the point of no
return and need to make a decision now.
John Nickerson has designed a form called:
“Hall Review/Assessment”, this form list
various things that we are looking for in a hall
plus the form rates each item from 1(lowest) to
5(highest). Some items are: location, route
access, and general access to hall, parking plus
several other items. We also have an extensive
list of items that are needed in/outside the hall
or could be needed. Once a hall is located calls
are made to find out the general information
about it. If the hall meets with some general
guidelines, we set up a date to view the actual
hall. So as you can see we are trying to be as
thorough as possible. This has been a long,
tedious and at times frustrating search to say
the least.

379 Market St.
Warren RI 02885
401 245 7550

Store Hours:
MonFri

10am  7pm

Sat.

9am  5pm

Sun.

12pm  4pm

Contact Info.
Email: paul@darlingtonhobbiesinc.com
Website: www.darlingtonhobbies.com

Were willing to give your model
club discounts. 30% off ordered
items. (must be prepaid) 20% off
in stock items.(paints & supplies
are 15%)

We are now looking at two facilities to hold
Bacon at for at least this year. The first is the
Elks hall in Smithfield Rhode Island and the
second the Sons of Italy hall in North Quincy.
Each location has both good points and not so
good points.
The Facility Committee will meet within a week
to make a decision on which hall to utilize.
Once the committee has voted on the location
we will get the message out to all our club
members, to all the modeling clubs within our
areas and the general public. We are also
counting on our general membership to also
spread the word.
Continued on Page 8
Page 3

possibility that the hall will be more
expensive, and possibly renting tables also,
will increase our cost. To offset that we may
have to adjust our pricing schedule, both
entry fees and viewer tickets. Even with that
we should expect to see a financial loss for a
year or two until everything settles out. Keep
your fingers crossed.

From The Bridge
The President's Column
We are now approaching our 47th (2015 –
2016) membership year. The membership
fee to only $10 per year, still, and you can
pay a couple years in advance if you wish.
There is also a family membership plan.
You can catch me at a meeting or send
your payments to me by mail, checks to be
made payable to Bay Colony Historic
Modelers.
We have a tentative date of November 1st
at the So. Attleboro Knights hall. That
said, in my last communication with them,
they are moving ahead with plans to sell
the hall and have started a search for a
real estate agent. So we are still moving
ahead with plans to find a new location.
The situation is such that we may have to
book a hall as an interim location, just to
maintain continuity on a year to year
basis, or skip this year’s show. As always
we will try to keep you up to date as to
the goings on of the search.
One of the drawbacks of finding a new
location is the falloff of attendance. It’s a
phenomenon that has been proven many
times over. Move a show and attendance
drops. Why, I don’t know. What is the
impact of moving it two years in a row?
That and the strong
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Old news, the February meeting was canceled
due to inclement weather and snow banks.
Not the first time and most likely, not the last.
We almost lost the March meeting also due to
lack of parking. Again, pesky snowbanks.
Brian Messier stepped in and offered the
meeting room at the Fairhaven Fire Station.
Thanks Brian. The previous February, Brian
was going to host the meeting at the same
location. That was cancelled due to Brian’s
surprise callup for a government sponsored
vacation in Afghanistan. At that time Bill
Collins stepped up and allowed us to use his
place two months in a row. At that meeting
we discussed establishing a couple backup
locations. Kevin Colburn and Bob Don offered
their places in response to that request.
Unfortunately, everyone had the same
problem, narrow roads and big snowbanks.
So the parking lot of the Fire Station was
much appreciated. We brought up the issue of
the parking problem at the meeting. Brian
said that should the need arise, he could try
to get the Fire Station if we give him a few
days’ notice.
In case you missed it. Terry Sumner has
posted on the forum, his choice for his
challenge this year, 1/48 Me 262. It fits in
with the WWII builders and the suck and
blow guys.
Here’s a question to ponder. With all of the
new and recent releases in 1/35 of

trucks and command cars, I think all of the
American WWII trucks are now available,
GMC, White, and Studebaker, along with
many of the German and Russian, is there
an interest by car/truck builders to build
them? And vice versa, if they were released
in 1/24 or 1/25 would the car/truck
builders be more interested, and would the
armor builders cross over?
Squadron has notified me that they have the
Italeri 1/72 F104A/C Starfighter. It
supposed to be all engraved panel lines, etc.
It’s one of my favorite Century series jets. I
believe this to be just a reissue with new
decals. I’ve done a search and found some
in the box reviews, but none of them say
anything about it being new or reissue. One
did say it was the best 104 on the market. I
picked up Tamiya’s 1/35 SAS Jeep (1944)
and was disappointed. Not because of the
kit, but because it turns out to be a reissue
of the Italeri kit with a few extra parts. I
was hoping for something new and that’s
not what I got. I don’t know the Italeri kit to
be a bad kit but I was hoping for a new
Tamiya casting, if you get my drift.
Airfix has released their 1/72 Supermarine
Swift. This is an all new tool because I don’t
believe that they ever had one in their line
before. This may not mean much to us but
it’s an important aircraft to the Brits. Also, I
believe that all of the C47 kits are out. You
can get it in the civilian markings, the
Dakota in British markings with the loading
ramp and Jeep, and the C47 in US
markings. I don’t know if I can stay away
from this kit, I have the US version. It comes
with two schemes, one
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is a DDay, invasion stripes, Kilroy was
here, OD. The other is a natural metal
Berlin Airlift USAF scheme. I want to do
both. I’m hoping for aftermarket civilian
schemes for the civilian version. This could
be a pretty airplane in the right livery. In
reality, this was a large aircraft, larger than
most twin engine bombers of the day.
Dave Schmidt has forwarded to me, a
request for a Makentake for a Franklin
Cub Scout pack. I believe we have
dispersed the tools from “the Tool Box”, so
we would have to come up with some new
snips, sanding sticks, etc. Let me know if
anyone would like to get involved.
And speaking of Daves, member Dave
Sargood, I believe it is safe to say, is or
westernmost member. He is now living out
in California.
John DeRosia is my kind of modeler! The
March – April issue of the IPMS USA
Journal has an article by John, entitled
“The Orange Revolution, Scratchbuilding
and Bashing a “What If?” Collection of
1:25 USGS Vehicles”. The USGS, for those
that don’t know, stands for the United
States Geological Survey, part of the Dept.
of the Interior. I’ve been using their maps
for many years. John has used imagination,
creativity, and his modelling skills to
produce a number of possible, but fictitious
vehicles that the USGS could have used to
map this continent. These are all elaborate
and complex models entailing much
scratchbuilding and kitbashing. The
collection includes a Kenworth

flatbed with slide off Field Office trailer, a
Hummer drill rig, Ford van with Green Hornet
ATV, the bosses Jeep, a monster truck, and UH1B
Huey. What more can you want, it covers land,
sea and air. It’s almost Kevin Conlonesque! What
a great collection.
I find as Airfix releases new and retooled kits, a
lot of my old stash is becoming unnecessary.
Same goes for some Revell kits. As better models
become available, I don’t need the older, simpler,
less detailed kits. I am trying not to buy a lot of
new kits, not that they are making that many new
1/72 scale, but it’s tough to resist. (I just hate it
when you think it’s new and it turns out to be a
reissue.) I have been giving some of them away
because there is little demand for them on the
open market. I’ve given some to the local Cub
Scouts and donated others to our show raffle and
to other shows. I know that a number of other
members have been doing similar winnowing.
(Read as thinning out the herd.) How many kits
do you need? I know that I’ll never build all of the
kits in my collection, but I’ll try. My collection
grew as I found new schemes for the kits I like.
Got to have a kit for that one. Or, when kits went
on sale. And of course, when a new kit comes out
you need to have that, it might be a better
rendition, but sometimes not. Case in point. One
of my favorite aircraft is the F4F Wildcat, I guess I
just favor the underdog. My first kit of it was the
Revell 1/72 from the mid ‘60s. Not great, some
flaws in the outline, raised panel lines and rivets,
So schemes, well there is the yellow wing scheme,
then the mid blue scheme at the beginning of the
war, three tone blue, grey over white Atlantic
scheme, and the overall dark blue. I found the
Airfix kit, Revell was better. Hasegawa released a
better one, some flaws, in the late ‘70s. I discover
the Martlet, the British export version. Add the
sea grey scheme, sand scheme and sand and
midstone scheme. Academy releases one, stick
with the Hasegawa. Then Hobby Boss releases an
Easy
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Build version. Recessed panel lines, but only
about a dozen parts. It has a good outline
but hard to add detail because of the part
layout and construction method. So I guess
I’m stuck with a ‘70s Hasegawa kit, which
requires some add on, aftermarket parts.
Unless Airfix retools and does the landing
gear correctly, as they did with their
Hurricane. So, I guess I’ll always need a new
Wildcat. Oh well.

God bless America! Pray for our servicemen
overseas.
Happy modeling and give kits to kids!
John J. Nickerson
bchmaprez@verizon.net

Up Scope:
May 9th 2015 Meeting
Pat McColgan
96 Rawlinson Dr
Coventry,Rhode Island 02816
8604556585

Directions:
Travel South on I 95 to exit 7, take right off
the exit . At the second light (Cumberland
Farms) take a left onto Arnold Rd and
continue to the intersection of Rt 3/Tiogue
Avenue. Take a right onto Rt 3/Tiogue ave.
After passing Nino's on the right, continue up
over the hill to the sixth street on the right.
Take a right onto Rawlinson Dr continue to
the four way intersection. Our house is on the
corner of East Shore Drive and Rawlinson
drive and is the biege ranch. Please park
along East Shore Drive and enter from the
garage side into the back yard.
Any questions you can call 8604556585.

June 13th 2015 Meeting
Steve Kwasny
184 Blackstone St
Blackstone, MA 01504
5087172449
Directions:
Take I495 N, or 495 S. Take exit 16 for King St
toward Franklin/Woonsocket RI. Turn left onto
King St, go under overpass and follow (if taking
495S, take right off exit) 1.0 mi. Continue onto
Washington St (same road) 2.8 mi. Continue onto
Pulaski Blvd (same road) 2.1 mi. At the set of
lights, bear right onto MA126 N/S Main St. At
the intersection you will see a strip mall with a
Dean Bank, you will also see a Walgreens in front
of you, and Bellingham Vet Clinic 0.7 mi. At the
set of lights, turn left onto Elm St 1.3 mi. Turn left
toward Summer St 108 ft. Keep right onto
Summer St 0.4 mi. Go through intersection of
Farm St and Summer St 0.7 mi. Turn right onto
Blackstone St at stop sign. Destination will be on
the right, you can park on side of the street in
front of house, or on Susan Drive.
From I295 N or S
Take exit 9B for RI146 N toward Woonsocket 0.6
mi. Keep left at the fork and merge onto RI146
N/Eddie Dowling Hwy. Continue to follow RI146
N 5.5 mi. Take the exit toward
Slatersville/Forestdale Rhode Island Rts 5/102 0.2
mi. Turn right onto School St 328 ft. Turn right
onto Rhode Island 146A S/State Hwy 146A S 0.3
mi. Take the 2nd left onto St Paul St at the set of
lights. Firestation on left and convenience store on
right. Entering MassachusettsGo underneath
railway bridge, and pass the Blackstone Municipal
Center 1.8 mi. Turn left onto MA122 N/Main St
312 ft. Slight right onto Blackstone St. Destination
will be on the right 1.3 mi.
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Pics from National Museum of US Air
Force
By Robert Magina

McDonnell Douglas US Air Force F15A

Northrop YC125B Raider

Lockheed US Air Force AC130A Hercules

Lockheed US Air Force C130E Hercules

Boeing EC135E ARIA
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Boeing US Air Force C17 Globemaster
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In Range:
Feb Meeting  Bob Magina

Mar 14th Meeting  Brian Messier

Cancelled due to snow

1/35th British Matilda  Bob Don
1/350th Z39 Destroyer  Paul Champigny
1/72nd UBoat Type XXVII  Steve Kwasny
1/35th Jagdpanzer IV (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/144th UBoat XXIII (WIP)  Steve Kwasny
1/? th Galactica (WIP)  Eric Peterson
1/35th JS3  Kevin Conlon
1/1 Cuddles (WIP)  Kevin Conlon
1/72nd RNL1 Lifeboat (WIP)  Brian Messier
1/72nd Leopard 2A4  Brian Messier
1/35th M3 Stuart  Brian Messier
In Attendance:
Bob Magina
Pat McColgen
Brian Messier
Peter Jardim
Warren April
Steve Kwasny
Mike Kenney
Gian Montecalvo
Ray Rosario

John Nickerson
Paul Champigny
Eric Peterson
John Gisetto Sr.
John Gisetto Jr.
Kevin Conlon
Bob Don
Gil Costa

Raffle:
1/35th Gun Truck  Mike Kenney
Sanding Needles  Paul Champigny
Plastic Putty  Bob Don
Swizzle Stick Sanders  John Nickerson
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IPMS Bay Colony Modelers meet the second
Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. The
meetings take place at selected members houses.
Look at the Battlewagon or the club website for
locatiion and directions. Guests are always
welcome. Membership is $10.00 per year. Members
and guests are encourged to bring completed
models or works in progress for display and
discussion.
The Battlewagon is published six times per year. All
opinions expressed are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect IPMS Bay Colony or IPMS
USA views. Submissions relevant to modeling are
welcome, and may be published at the discretion of
the editor. All material is subject to editing. There is
no payment for articles.
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IPMS Bay Colony
Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane

Plainville, MA 02762
phone: (508)6957754
email: treadhead@comcast.net
web: www.ipmsbaycolony.com

2014  2015 Club Dues
If you have not already done so, please
renew your dues for the coming 2014
2015 membership year. Dues are still
$10. Please remit your dues to John
Nickerson at a meeting or send it to him
at 18 Stone Street, Middleboro, MA
02346

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS

(508) – 222-3460

Hobby Hut
47 Bank Street Rear
Attleboro, MA 02703
Models - Trains - Paints - Rockets - RC
- Hobby Supplies 10-6 Daily
10-5 Sat
Closed Sundays
- WILL SPECIAL ORDER -

IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers
71 Willow Lane
Plainville, MA 02762

