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Recon: 
Noreastcon 2009  – April 24-25, 2009 – Blasdell, NY   
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IPMS Nationals  – August 19-22, 2009 – Columbus, OH   
Contact http://www.ipmsusa2009.org/ 
 
AMPS EAST 2009  – September 26, 2009 – Danbury, CT   
Contact John Gazzola (860)-617-1413 or johng@ampseast.org 
 
Model Fest 09  – October 4, 2009 – Milford, CT   Contact 
www.ipmsstratford.org or Ray Prokoski modeleray@snet.net 
 
Granitecon XVII  – October 18, 2009 – Nashua, NH   
Contact Rodney Currier ipmsgsmc@hotmail.com or 603-726-
3876 
 
BAYCON 2009  – November 1, 2009 – So. Attleboro, MA   
Contact Robert Magina treadhead@comcast.net or 508-695-
7754 
 

 
     Valleycon 19 Model Show 

In Springfield MA. 
 

By Robert Magina 

 On March 29th a number of Bay Colony Modelers 
made the annual trek up to Springfield, MA to 
attend IPMS Wings & Wheels Valleycon 19 Model 
Show. 

It was a great turnout. There were many great 
models there. Some very very fine work. The show 
used the AMPS style of judging with a scale and 
points system. It went well with no visible hitches 
or problems.  Vendors turned out in great numbers 

with some very good deals for those who chose to 
look.  

In all the show appeared to be a great success and 
was enjoyed by all.  

Bay Colony members there were: (back row) Dave 
Tanguay, Kevin Conlon, John McCormick, Brian 
Millette (can’t be seen as he being a creature of the 
night does not show up on film – sorry) Javier 
Brown, Ted Bunn, (middle row) Gian Montecalvo, 
Hal Marshman Sr., (front row) Paul Champagny, 
Frank Knight and Bob Magina. Missing from the 
photo – Phil LaBounty Jr., Jim Norian. 

My thanks to Mrs. Bunn for taking the photo. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 

Movie Review - Valkyrie 
 
 
By Hal Marshman, Sr. 
                                            

      For what I believe to be the first time, I am 
reviewing a movie for you folks. This will not 
be the type movie review you usually read, as I 
have no idea who directed, or produced this 
flick. I know Tom Cruise has the lead role, but I 
can't tell you who the rest of the cast was. I went 
to see this film for the historical value. Before I 
get into the meat of this review, let me set the 
stage as regards my qualifications. I have been 
aware of Operation Valkyrie ever since the mid 
fifties, when "The Desert Fox" came out. I have 
read several articles and books about the real 
operation and its aftermath. In other words, I 
know the story. As regards my ability to judge 
authenticity, I have been an on and off collector 
of German WWII memorabilia since 1948, and 
have had three major personal collections. I have 
a large reference library of books referencing the 
uniforms and equipment of the German forces 
during the war. I became interested in World 
War II as a kid, when it was actually in progress. 
This interest never flagged, and I've read every 
piece of material I could get my hands on, until 
now, when books and information have 

proliferated to the point where you just can't 
read everything. Now, what about the movie? 

     "Valkyrie" takes place during the Second 
World War. The main character in the movie is 
Col. Count Claus Schenk von Stauffenberg, an 
officer on the German General Staff, and the 
character played by Cruise. The initial scenes 
take place in North Africa, and depict the 
wounding of Col von Stauffenberg by strafing 
Allied P-40 fighters. It has been stated that the 
aircraft scenes were filmed with actual period 
aircraft, not models or computer generated 
images. In any event, the scene is fast, furious, 
and loud. Col, von S. is grievously wounded, 
sustaining the loss of his left eye, his right hand, 
and two fingers of his left. The good Colonel 
recuperated, and takes over his Staff duties. In 
one scene, you see him pinning badges onto 
wounded soldiers in a hospital, from a tray of 
such badges. The movie fails to tell you that 
these are the German War Wound badge, similar 
to our Purple Heart, but given in three grades, 
black, silver, and gold. dependant on the severity 
and number of wounds the recipient received. 
You see Stauffenberg in conference with various 
generals and civilians regarding the losing 
course of the war, Nazi atrocities, and Hitler's 
severe mismanagement. The movie names Karl 
Goerdeler, one of the more vocal civilians, but 
fails to tell you he's the Lord Mayor of Stuttgart. 
Another in civilian dress is Ludwig Beck, but 
they fail to tell you he's a retired Chief of the 
General Staff. In any event, these folks finally 
resolve to kill Hitler. 

    You are shown one previous attempt, where 
Hitler had visited the front, and bombs disguised 
as liquor bottles were placed on his plane, but 
failed to detonate. In any event, you are treated 
to several shots of three Ju-52 transport aircraft, 
escorted by 2 Me-109s. One 109 is a Spanish 
Bushon, the other a restored G type bird. 
Coloring and insignia look terrific. The only 
problem here, is by that time, der Fuhrer's 
aircraft was a FW-200 Kondor. (And where 



 
 
 
 

 

would they get one of those?) In any case, the 
flight scenes were great. 

   Time to reorganize, and try again. Operation 
Valkyrie is now drawn up. The operation 
referring to the cover plan to arrest the leading 
Nazi personalities and the SS, by the Reserve 
Army. One of those contingency things all 
countries' militarys draw up. As with any formal 
grand plan, Hitler has to sign off on it. The good 
Colonel gets to go to the "Adlerhof" in the 
Bavarian Alps to acquire the needed signature. 
He's ushered into a large room where the Nazi 
leader is in conference with his top cronies. You 
see Goering, Speer, Himmler, Gobbels, and 
Keitel. Outside of Goering, the movie neglects 
to identify the group, and the only way I knew 
them was their general appearances and their 
uniforms. Der Fuhrer signs, and we're off and 
running. The plan will be implemented. 
Everyone more or less knows the story, so I'll 
not be spoiling anyone's suspense by revealing 
what happens next. 

    Col von Stauffenberg goes to visit Hitler at 
the Wolfschanze in East. Prussia, and plants the 
bomb. As he's fleeing the scene, the bomb goes 
off, and although several people were killed and 
wounded, Hitler receives only minor injuries. 
Von S tells the plotters in Berlin that Hitler is 
dead, and takes his 3 hour ride back to the 
capitol, fully expecting valkyrie to have been put 
in motion. The plotters however vacillate, and 
do nothing until Stauffenberg returns. The Berlin 
contingent of the reserve or home Army is 
finally detailed to arrest the SS and Party 
leaders. When good Col. Reimer, head of that 
battalion arrives at Goebbels place, Goebbels 
motions him to the phone, and guess who's on 
the other end, Adolph! Reimer, being a faithful 
follower of der Fuhrer, now hurries off to arrest 
von Stauffenberg and the rest of the plotters. 
Gen. Fromm, actual head of the Replacement 
Army has sat on the fence through this whole 
thing, and orders von Stauffenberg, his aide, 
Gen (ret) Beck, and two of the conspiring 
generals shot, to cover his own vacillations. Gen 

beck requests a pistol and commits suicide. (In 
actual fact, he attempted twice to accomplish 
this, and succeeded in only wounding himself. A 
sergeant was detailed to "Help the old man out") 
Stauffenberg and the rest are taken to the 
courtyard, where a firing squad has been drawn 
up. One by one, the plotters are led before the 
squad. The two generals both go down, and 
when Stauffenberg is brought up, his aide rushes 
up to him and takes him by the shoulders. The 
order to fire is given, and the aide ignoring is 
killed by the volley shot into his back. This has 
got to be pure Hollywood, as von S is unhurt. 
Well my friends, several 7.92mm Mauser 
jacketed rounds would surely have penetrated 
right through the hapless lieutenant, and 
dispatched von S too, but not so here. He gets 
his chance to stand alone, and shout "Long live a 
new Germany" as he is also shot. The verbiage 
is correct, by the way. You also get to see 
Goerdeler hung by piano wire in Ploetzensee 
prison. You will see Head Judge Roland 
Freiseler (sp) harangue others of the hapless 
plotters as they were dragged before his court, 
prior to their own hangings. An interesting 
footnote, Freiseler was later killed in his own 
court room buy an Allied bomb raid. In actual 
fact, these brutal hangings were filmed, and 
rushed to Hitler for his evening entertainment. 

   Throughout this entire movie, all the German 
vehicles, equipment, and weapons are to the best 
of my knowledge, the real thing. The uniforms 
are absolutely top notch. For instance, von 
Stauffenberg, as an officer of the General Staff, 
is wearing the proper branch of service color 
(waffenfarb), crimson, as piping on his hat, 
underneath his shoulder straps, and as part of his 
collar tabs. Everything appears to have been 
researched and done with a total eye on 
accuracy. Now, understand, I was not watching 
all this detail, and ignoring the plot, so it's 
possible I may have missed some little detail, 
but when the movie is released on DVD, I can 
take my time, and carefully dissect it. Cruise 
does an adequate job playing the aristocratic von 



 
 
 
 

 

Stauffenberg, but don't expect any of those 
phoney put on Hollywood German accents. 
Everyone speaks in perfect English. For the 
moment, let me say, go see this movie to see a 
genuine story of brave men taking on a 
thoroughly evil system. While you're watching 
the story, enjoy some of the most detailed and 
authentic war footage I've ever seen.  Hal Sr.  

 

Go Figure! 
    

By Phil LaBounty Jr. 
 
Bob M. has asked me, more then once, to write a 
kit review on a figure kit. trying to choose one 
from my un built kits, I found myself looking at 
certain things on each kit and decided to make 
this about what I look at when selecting a kit. 
About 75% of my figure kits are resin. The other 
25% are vinyl, metal, and plastic. Most of the 
following comments are for resin but they could 
apply to other mediums. 
 
Most garage kits are small company's and are 
made in small numbers (under 100 kits) and are 
made variety of molding techniques. But the 
things listed below do not apply just to them. 
Pegaso and Andrea have released kits with some 
of these issues. 
 
Are all the parts there? Sounds simple, but 
unless you can sculpt the missing piece this is a 
project killer. I've got two female kits, one 
almost ten years old, that I had to sculpt shoes 
for.  
 
Arms, legs, and head - How do these attach to 
the torso? Do they lock in? Are they flat 
surfaced? Irregular? Do I have the modeling 
skills to fill the seams when attached? 
 
Pour spouts, Mold seams - Are they offset? How 
bad? Are they through detail? Some are easier to 

fix than others, but I still haven't come up with a 
way to fix chainmail with either of these on it. 
 
Air bubbles If there is one there's usually more. 
Are the fingers missing? The faster the resin sets 
up the more chance to trap air, even if it's 
pressure cast. Many times I've been scraping a 
mold seam only to poke a hole, some as big as 
an M&M. 
 
I use magic sculpt and squadron white putty to 
fix most of these, but that's another article. 
When buying at a show ask to look at the kit. If 
buying on line or over the phone ask about the 
return policy if not satisfied. It helps sometimes 
tell them your a painter not a sculptor. 
 
Well I hope some of this helps.  
 
Phil 

                      

Region 1 Update 04-10-09 
By Doug Hamilton RC-1 
 

 
 
Hi gang, 
Happy Easter and Good Friday, and happy 
Passover!! I hope you enjoy your secular holiday 
of choice!! Spring is definitely in the air, and the 
spring contest season is well underway. I 
managed to get to Replicon and Mosquitocon in 
the past few weeks, and it was great to get out 
and see everyone at those events. Both shows 



 
 
 
 

 

were excellent and I had a good time at each. 
There were some unbelievably great models on 
the tables which I know we'll see more of them 
at some of the next shows coming up. 
Noreastcon is in a few weeks, and the Buffcon 
boys are putting the finishing touches on what 
will be another grand event. Bob and the guys 
are asking everyone attending the banquet this 
year to wear a gaudy Hawaiian shirt in memory 
of Mike Miodonski. Bob also tells me there are a 
few sponsorships left, so you folks that haven't 
done so may still do the right thing. There will 
be no business meeting this year, as I won't be 
there, but Doc Wiseman has agreed to back me 
up at the banquet.  
I'll be out of town between 16 and 26 April. My 
checking e mail while away is in severe doubt, 
so if you send me anything, there's a good 
chance I may not see it until I return. Rest 
assured, I'll look at everything when I get back, 
and will follow up with you then.  
This year sees another IPMS election cycle. 
There will be an election of e board officers, and 
for amendments to the C&BL's. There are 
multiple candidates running for some offices, as 
well as an important amendment regarding 
foreign nationals and their standing in 
IPMS/USA. I won't use these Updates to 
campaign for any particular candidate, or take a 
position on the amendments, but will ask ALL 
IPMS members in Region 1 to vote. That is very 
important to our Society that every member take 
a few minutes and vote. Vote early and often!!  
The word on the streets is that I'm the only 
candidate for the office of DLC, so my 
resignation as RC is moving to the front burner. 
As I don't officially take the DLC seat until after 
the first of the new year, that gives everyone a 
chance to take part in the search for my 
replacement. Attached is a time line drawn up by 
Dick Montgomery for anyone who would 
consider taking over this job. It gives everyone 
ample time to react and is a transparent process 
designed to give anyone wishing to be RC a 
standardized procedure to be considered for it. 
Please look it over carefully, and share it with 

the officers and members of your chapter. If 
anyone has any questions, please contact either 
Dick or myself. Anyone interested is urged to 
contact Dick at DLC@ipmsusa.org and let their 
intentions be known. Dick will be handling the 
search as the current DLC, but I will have some 
input during the process because I'll be working 
with them.  
Speaking of Dick, here are a few things he's 
asked me to pass along.  
There are now two maps that everyone may find 
helpful and interesting. Both are based in 
Goggle Earth, with one showing the position of 
every chapter in IPMS in every part of the 
country. It's really helpful if your traveling and 
want to see of there's a chapter or contest near 
where you'll be. The maps are found at: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UT
F8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=10824728645508
7315132.0004652a61c20332a88a2&start=0&nu
m=200&ll=58.722599,-
73.652344&spn=26.496338,67.5&z=4 
The second map locates all the IPMS approved 
events throughout the country. That one can be 
found at: 
 http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=U
TF8&msa=0&msid=116172974824873322878.
00046337d132d455a46ac&ll=47.279229,-
86.484375&spn=34.203767,67.5&z=4 
Also, all chapter webmasters are asked to check 
the links to their chapters on the IPMS web site, 
and make sure they work. That includes the 
chapter and RC listing pages and up coming 
event pages. It really defeats the purpose of 
having them up there if something is a miss!! 
Please check them, and let me know if anything 
doesn't work. We'll get it fixed at no additional 
cost!! 
That about brings us to the end of another one of 
these things. As always, please share this with 
the officers and members of your chapter!!  
  
Semper Fi 
Doug Hamilton 
RC-1  
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Del’s Bits and 
Pieces………… 
Things you might like to know, or maybe not. 
 
1/48th scale or 1:48 scale is also known as 
‘Quarter’ scale because the original kits in that 
scale cost 25 cents. Would you believe it’s 
because the scale is equivalent to ¼”= 1’-0”? 
(Scale Math 1.01: One foot (12”), divided (/) 
into 48 parts (48), equals ¼”.) When written ¼ 
scale it’s not the same, that represents ¼ the 
actual size or 3”= 1’-0”. 
 
Revell released their first motorcycle kits in 
1963 in 1/25 scale as part of their custom car 
parts line. They were a Triumph 650cc, BSA 
650cc, Harley-Davidson Custom, and a ’63 
Honda. Their first 1/8 scale motorcycle, a 
Triumph Tiger 100, was released in 1964. 
 
In the ‘60’s, Aurora dominated the large scale 
plastic figure kit market. In 1964 Revell 
attempted to capture a part of that market by 
releasing Kit No. H-1350 Paul, H-1351 Ringo, 
H-1352 John and H-1353 George; The Beatles! 
 
When Aurora introduced their new line of 1/48 
scale World War 1 aircraft in 1956 they 
introduced two new marketing innovations; the 
kits included a sprue of parts cast in black, and 
included bases with ground, chocks and a 
mechanic figure. 
 
Many of you are familiar with Italeri kits. Many 
years ago when they first started importing 
Italeri kits to the US, Italeri was spelt Italaerei. 
So now you know. 
 
With the many models released by Aurora in 
their 1/48 scale World War II fighter series, the 
Hawker Hurricane was never one of them. 
 
Aurora produced 1/32 scale car kits for many 
years before producing their first 1/25 scale car, 

the XKE Jaguar. This was one of my favorite 
kits, for not only did the box art depict the XKE 
but also a Convair F-102 Delta Dagger. 
 
Indra Lal “Laddie” Roy, India’s only flying ace! 
Roy was born in Calcutta in 1898, served with 
the RFC in World War One. He was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant on 5 July 
1917, joined No. 56 Squadron 30 Oct. 1917, and 
was injured crash landing his S.E.5a 6 Dec. 
1917. After recuperating he joined No. 40 
Squadron in June 1918. On his return to active 
service he scored 10 victories in 13 days; 4 and 
1 shared destroyed, 4 and 1 shared ‘out of 
control’, included 5 Hannovers, 3 Fokker 
D.VII’s, a Pfalz D.III and a DFW C.V.  He was 
killed in a dogfight with Fokker D.VII’s of 
Jasta29 over Carvin on July 22, 1918 and 
posthumously awarded  the DFC for his actions 
during the period of 6-19 July 1918. 
 
America’s unknown aces….. 
Claude Weaver III, Reade F. Tilley, Rip Jones, 
John J. Lynch, and John H. Curry, do any of 
those names ring any bells with you? They all 
earned ace status in World War II. On 15th July 
1942, 19 year old Sgt. Claude Weaver III, 
RCAF, flew a Spitfire V.B off the Eagle to 
Malta. Posted to No. 185 Sqn. ran up a score of 
10.5/3/0 over Malta. (Final score 12.5/3/0). Plt. 
Off. Reade Tilley, RCAF, arrived on Malta as 
part of No. 601 Sqn., transferred to the 
American Flight of 126 Sqn, scored 8/2/5. Ex-
US Navy pilot Flg. Off. Rip Jones, RCAF, part 
of No. 126 Sqn., scored 7.8333/1/3 before 
colliding head on with a Ju 88. Sqn. Ldr. John J 
Lynch, RCAF, No. 249 Sqn., scored 12.5/1/1.5 
including the 1000th credited kill to the Islands 
fighter pilots.  Plt. Off John H. Curry, RCAF, 
claimed his first kill over Malta with No. 601 
Sqn., eventually making ace status flying over 
the western desert. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

                In Range: 
 

    February 14th   -  Joe Ravino 
  

1/35th Panzer IV B (WIP) – Robert Magina. 
1/35th Panther – Bill Collins 
1/35th M16 Halftrack – Bill Collins 
1/35th M2 Halftrack with 75 – Bill Collins 
          Ogre Warrior – Mike Kenney 
          Bela Lugosi (WIP) – Mike Kenney 
1/48th P-82D Twin Mustang – Bob Don 
1/48th Sea Fury – Joe Ravino 
1/48th F3F – Joe Ravino 
1/72nd Antonov 32 – Javier Brown 
1/350th USS Kennedy (WIP) – Gil Costa 
 
Raffle: 1/35th Hellcat – Gian Montecalvo 
            Knife Set Large – Kevin Colburn 

           Knife Set Small – John Nickerson 
 
In Attendance: 
Gil Costa   Mike Kenney      
Bob Magina                   Frank Knight 
Gian Montecalvo           Kevin Colburn 
John Gisetto Sr.  Javier Brown 
Bill Collins                    Hal Marshman Sr. 
Joe Ravino                     John Nickerson 
Craig Magina                Chris Libucha 
Ray Laskorski               Kevin Conlon 
Bob Don                        Ray Rosario      
 



 
 
 
 

 

  
 

     
 
 

                  
 
March 14th  -  Meeting – Bob Don 

 
1/72nd Avro Anson  – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/72nd Fairey Gannet – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/72nd P-47 – Joe McDonald Sr. 
120mm F. Barraca – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/72nd Medieval Lifeboat – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/385th USS Constitution – Joe McDonald Sr. 
1/48th Zero Type 22 – Terry Sumner 
1/32nd Laird Turner Meteor (WIP) – John 
Gisetto Sr. 
1/32nd P-51 A – Bill Collins 
1/32nd Me 109E – Bill Collins 
1/350th USS Kennedy – Gil Costa 
1/25th 2008 Shelly Mustang (WIP)- Gil Costa 
1/32nd F-4E Phantom II – John McCormick 
1/6th Harley Flat – Bob Don 

1/72nd Bedford QL Truck – Bob Don 
1/700th USS Los Angeles – Bob Don 
1/35th Tiger II (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/35th Grille (WIP) – Steve Kwasny 
1/35th Quad (WIP) – Jeff Maronn 
1/35th Huey (WIP) – Jeff Maronn 
 
Raffle: 1/48th F9F Panther – Paul Champgny 
 
In Attendance: 
Kevin Conlon              Robert Magina 
Steve Kwasny      John Nickerson 
Chris Libucha                Joe McDonald Sr. 
Gian Montecalvo           Kevin Colburn   
Mike Kenney        Ray Rosario 
Bob Don  Bill Collins 
Craig Magina                 Jeff Maronn 
Ted Bunn                       Gil Costa 
John Gisetto Sr.              John Gisetto Jr. 



 
 
 
 

 

Terry Sumner                 Paul Champigny              
John McCormick 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Up Scope: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 13th 2009  Meeting  
 

- Host – Bill Collins –  
113 Powderhorn Lane 
 Taunton, MA 02780 

508-824-8141 
Take 140N from Taunton or S from Norton.  Go 
right or left on Norton Street. Take a left at first 
fork, then a right at the second fork.  Take first 
right and follow along to house #113. 

May  9th 2009  Meeting  
 

- Host – Kevin Colburn –  
15 Gilberts Way 

Norton, Ma 02766 
508-285-4864 

 
 
From 495N or S 
 
Take exit 10 and follow 123w through Norton for 
about 4.5 miles. Turn left on S. Worchester St. 
After about 1/3 mile S. Worchester St will turn 
left…stay straight, which turns into John Scott 
BLVD. Follow John Scott through 2 4-way stops. 
At the second with the flashing red, turn right onto 
Dean St. Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to 
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges ST. 
Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼ mile till 
left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way till you 
come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left or right on 
Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big circle. 
Our house is at the opposite end of the circle, with 
the number on the mailbox. 
 
From the North 
 
Take 95 S to 495S and follow directions for  495 
above. 
 
From RI on 95N Take exit 3 123E and follow it 
through Attleboro and into Norton (around 6 miles)
About ¾ of a mile past the Norton\Attleboro town 
line turn right on South Worchester St. 
After about 1/3 mile S. Worchester St will turn 
left…stay straight, which turns into John Scott 
BLVD. Follow John Scott through 2 4-way stops. 
At the second with the flashing red, turn right onto 
Dean St. Follow Dean St. for about ¼ mile to 
intersection of Dean and East/West Hodges ST. 
Turn left on East Hodges and follow for ¼ mile till 
left on Myras Way. Follow Myras Way till you 
come to Gilberts Way. Turn either left or right on 
Gilberts Way, as it’s just a big circle. 
Our house is at the opposite end of the circle, with 
the number on the mailbox. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
The President's Column FROM 
THE BRIDGE   
 

 
 
Well here we go again! Stop the presses! 
BayCon 2009 is returning to the Knights of 
Columbus hall in South Attleboro, November 1st 
2009, the first Sunday in November. The Elks 
hall didn’t work out. It has a few less square feet 
than the K of C and it was difficult developing a 
layout that worked, but mostly it was the 
lighting. It just didn’t work. Not that the K of C 
has great lighting, most notably against the far 
wall but it is better in most areas. It was Ray 
Laskorski that first questioned the lack of 
lighting. To try and quote Ray, for he said it 
well, “It’s not just poor for judging. It’s a show 
about viewing models, and if you can’t see them 
why come?” I must admit that I stood in the Elks 
hall twice and standing there, it’s hard to believe 
that we had such difficulty developing a floor 
plan to work in that hall. I’d like to thank Monte 
for trying to find us a better hall. Also thanks go 
out to Ray and his son Vic for trying to develop 
a floor plan in a hurry, and to Mike Kenny who 
got drafted into developing the final 
arrangement that had to work. Thanks also to the 
members of the board and the show committee 
for visiting the Elks hall and trying to make it 
work, some more than once. 
 
Last issue I also announced that there were no 

category changes for BayCon 2009. Wrong 
again! We are adding a new category; 8.06 
MODEL & BASE, Any model w/ base, 50/50, 
(no figures). The base counts for 50% of the 
overall entry, so as you may guess, a plain 
wooden base won’t cut it. It was discussed at the 
March meeting and admittedly the sponsor, 
Kevin Conlon, said that a figure in the turret or 
riding on the vehicle was acceptable, but I’ve 
given it a lot of thought since then, (more on this 
in a moment), and if it can’t be just a figure on a 
base, or you can’t have a figure on the base, then 
it can’t be fair to have figures on or in a piece of 
armor on the base. Don’t forget the Bob Zoglio 
Memorial Challenge will be “Float Planes and 
Flying Boats” this year. I have also confirmed 
with Joe Farina that Farina Enterprises will be 
sponsoring an award for the best use of a Farina 
Enterprises product. So if you have one of their 
nifty little bases sitting around you may want to 
dust it off and put something on it! 
 
Ok, back to my little comment above on the 
Model & Base category. I was thinking about 
how to write a judging guideline for the new 
category so that the judges would have 
somewhere to start from and not have to invent 
the rules as they tried to judge. I found that I was 
spending a lot of time trying to define the fine 
line between Vignette or Diorama or Model & 
Base. I, as many of you probably did, 
immediately said figures, and almost as fast 
realized that you do not need figures to make a 
diorama. What? You ask. No figures? Case in 
point; one of the most talked about small 
dioramas from last years BayCon had no figures. 
It consisted of a blanket spread on the ground, 
two pairs of shoes, a bottle of wine, and a GI 
ambulance that rocked occasionally. Story told. 
You’re probably way ahead of me here, it’s the 
story told by the diorama or vignette that 
separates it from a model and base. So as far as 
the model and base category goes, you are going 
to have to be careful that your model and base 
don’t tell a story. This may not be as easy as it 



 
 
 
 

 

sounds. Lets build a simple virtual model and 
base, say a bicycle in some grass. We will build 
it with a kick stand so it can stand upright. If we 
make the grass too tall and weather the bike a bit 
it might imply it’s been abandoned. If we lay it 
down it starts to tell a different story. If we lean 
it against a tree and have an outhouse nearby it’s 
definitely crossed the line to diorama. So I guess 
the chief judge and I will have to sit down and 
see if we can work out some guidelines. 
 
It’s NoreastCon time again. The Region 1 
annual convention is April 24 and 25 out in 
Buffalo, NY. It’s being hosted by IPMS Niagara 
Frontier. We are sponsoring the Out of Box 
Ships category. I don’t know if anyone from the 
club is going. I hope someone does and that they 
will represent us well, and give us a report on 
what they saw. I am not going. If anyone needs 
more info go to www.noreastcon2009.com . 
Check out the website, be sure to check the 
sponsors section. 
 
So far most everything I have heard has been 
positive about the new combined 
MASSCAR/Cape Cod show. Ok, there were a 
few complaints, mostly the high cost of 
admission. A number of our members went and 
enjoyed themselves, and I gather from the 
postings on the internet, carried off a bit of 
hardware to boot. I have not heard what won the 
‘All Tracked Single Engine Aircraft’ category. If 
anyone knows please pass that info along. 
According to reports, our members swept the 
Ships category and Jeff Maronn taking Best of 
Show with a Sheridan tank in Viet Nam 
diorama. Congrats to all our members that 
represented our club. 
 
This is a notice to Frank Knight: Frank it’s 
going on four months since you won that F-100. 
We are looking forward to an update and 
progress report soon.  
 
John Gisetto has resigned as the clubs 
coordinator for our Make n Take program so we 

are looking for a new person to fill that roll. If 
you think you might be interested in becoming 
coordinator contact me for more info or with any 
questions you may have. John enthusiastically 
filled this post for four years with strong 
assistance from John Jr and I thank them for 
their hard work as good will ambassadors for the 
club. It’s just an estimate but I suspect that in 
those four years they handed out in the 
neighborhood of 400 models to some very 
enthusiastic Cub Scouts.  
 
Some of you may have noticed that my hands 
are pretty full when I arrive at the monthly 
meeting. One of the items I carry is a blue tote 
case. It contains part of our ‘Club Library’, 
mostly the ‘How – To’ books.  Any member 
may sign out one of these volumes and return it 
at a later meeting. Currently it is mostly 
Kalmbach Publishing type soft bound ‘how to’ 
books. If you are looking to branch out into a 
new area of building you may be able to gather 
some insight into that type of building by 
borrowing one of these books. Or possibly you 
may just want to check out the book to see if its 
worth buying for your own use. Either way 
please make use of this membership benefit. If 
there are specific volumes you would like to see 
added to the club library please let me know. 
 
The idea has been put forward that we set up 
some judging training sessions. I think it’s a 
good idea. These would be outside of our regular 
meetings. I would guess that there would be a 
general judging session followed by others 
devoted to specific areas and would include 
hands on (or off) judging of actual models. If 
you think you might be interested either as a 
trainer or trainee please let me know. 
 
If there was any question as to how diversified a 
group of modelers we are, the evidence was on 
the pool table at Bob Don’s house at the March 
Meeting. There were models of all descriptions 
displayed there. We saw ships & boats, aircraft, 
armor, automobiles, figures, motorcycles, and 



 
 
 
 

 

trains. That’s a pretty wide spread selection and 
a delight for the eyes.  What no Sci-Fi? One of 
our Sci-Fi builders brought a civil a/c wip. 
 
On a sad note, Bob Magina announced in the 
forum that past member Mel Leonard had died. 
Mel was a member back in the 80’s & early 
90’s. I remember him as a good 1/72 scale 
aircraft modeler, winning some awards at 
BayCon. He may have built other subjects, I just 
don’t remember. Our deepest sympathies go out 
to his family. 
 
Our 2008 – 2009 membership year is coming to 
a close, have you renewed your membership? 
Our 2009 – 2010 year is about to begin. The 
membership fee is still only $10 per year. The 
discount you receive with your membership card 
at some of our favorite hobby shops, such as 
Harry’s Hobbies, or Spare Time, can help your 
membership pay for itself. Also, the family 
membership plan is still available. If you would 
like to pay a couple years in advance we can 
handle that. Mail your payments to me or see me 
at a meeting, checks to be made payable to Bay 
Colony Historic Modelers. 
 
God bless America! Pray for our servicemen 
overseas.  
Happy modeling and give kits to kids! 
John J. Nickerson 
bchmaprez@verizon.net  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   

      Support Your 
      Hobby Shop 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 



SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOPS 
 

 

 

(508) – 222-3460 
 

Hobby Hut 
47 Bank Street Rear 
Attleboro, MA  02703 

     Models  - Trains  -   Paints -  Rockets  -  RC 
                        - Hobby Supplies - 
10-6 Daily            10-5 Sat           Closed Sundays 

- WILL SPECIAL ORDER - 

 
 
 
 
 

   
IPMS Bay Colony Historical Modelers 
12 Garrison Drive 
Plainville, MA  02762 
 

 


